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English 125 ~ Writing Skills for College

Section  53302, Fall 2011
Class: Tue Hum 62 / Thur Soc 35, 7:00-8:50am

Instructor  Deborah Lyons

Email  deborah.lyons@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours  Please contact me to arrange a meeting. I am interested in your success and encourage you to meet with me to discuss any questions you have about the course.

Course Description - 4 Units

In this course, students will develop the process of writing, revising, and finishing essays, which includes the logical development and organization of ideas. Students will avoid common writing errors, develop their writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies, develop critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas. This course is a companion to ENGL 126 and prepares students for ENGL 1A. Students must successfully complete written course work to receive credit. Prerequisites: English 252 or placement by the college assessment process.  
Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Write an essay of at least 750 words which includes an introduction, multiple body paragraphs, and conclusion of some sophistication.  This essay will include:  

1. clearly defined thesis statement

2. unified supporting paragraphs, which begin with topic sentences

3. quotations that support the topic sentences and the thesis  

4. supporting material that exhibits critical thinking 

5. complete sentences which include a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentence)

6. will avoid fragments, comma splices, sentence fuses and other basic skills errors, such as capitalization, spelling, homophone issues, verb tense issues, subject-verb agreement, pronoun agreement, word choice issues, confused syntax, etc

7. descriptive vocabulary that exhibits growth and sophisticated word choice

8. use the MLA guidelines to setup essays, correctly use in-text citations for at least one source, and complete a works cited page

9. writing that is free from plagiarism

10. will demonstrate awareness of how to write from the 3rd person point of view for a specific audience

B. Plan and revise independently, employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

C. Complete a passing multi-paragraph in-class essay with a thesis and support.

Required Texts
· Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe. Anchor Books, 1994. 

· College Culture, Student Success (A Longman’s Topic Reader). Debra J. Anderson. 



     Pearson Longman, 2008.

Additional materials needed: one examination blue book (size 8 ½ x 11) for timed, mid-term essay exam.
Grading:

Grades based on the following traditional grading scale:  

Passing:  A=90-100%; B=80-89%; C=70-79%; Failing:  D=60-69%;  F=0-59%

	Assignments 
	Point Value
	Your Grade

	Class Participation
	100
	

	Reading Responses
	100
	

	Quizzes
	50
	

	Group Presentation
	50
	

	Essay #1  - Analysis of Things Fall Apart
	100
	

	Essay # 2 – Narrative referring to a source   
	150
	

	 Essay #3 – Timed, in class mid-term exam
	100
	

	Essay #4  Compare/Contrast two sources
	150
	

	Essay #5 I-Search Paper
	200
	

	TOTAL POINT VALUE
	1,000
	


Grades are posted on Blackboard; please look on Blackboard for your current grade in the class. You may also contact me at any point in the semester to discuss your progress in the class.  
Assignments:
Class Participation.  To receive an A for this portion of your grade, you must make a significant contribution to most class sessions, participating in small-group work, taking part in official debates, and answering and asking questions when appropriate during large-group discussions.  You should make helpful comments to your peers during peer review days and come prepared to all scheduled conferences with me.  You will receive a B if you contribute helpfully to small-group work and peer reviews, and occasionally speak in front of the whole class.  You will receive a C if you pay attention in class but rarely or never talk in class.  You may receive a D or F if you have excessive tardiness, perform serious breaches of the academic contract such as sleeping or using your phone in class or plagiarism, or undermine my ability to teach or others’ abilities to talk.

Reading Responses. For each reading you will need to post a response on Blackboard. There will be specific questions given to help guide your writing. These will be graded out of 5 points, based on the level of detail and thoughtfulness as well as your attention to spelling, grammar and punctuation. You should refer to these responses to help with your formal papers. Keep in mind that you must post your responses on Blackboard before our class meeting in order to receive any points. No late posts will be graded as the intention is for you to come to class having read and thought about the material. For certain posts you will need to read and respond to some of your classmates’ writing. 
Essays.  The majority of your grade will be based on 3 short essays (500-750 words each), one timed in-class essay and one longer research essay (1000-1500 words).  The assignments for all essays will be given at the beginning of each unit and you can also find copies of the guidelines on Blackboard.  Essays will be graded based on their thesis statements, organization, development of ideas, use of sources, and clarity based on correct grammar and appropriate style. See English 125 rubric at the end of this syllabus. 

TO PASS THE CLASS YOU MUST TURN IN ALL ESSAYS. In addition to a hard copy you will be required to submit each essay to turnitin.com. No essay will be graded unless it is also submitted to turnitin.com. You will lose 5 points for each day that your submission is late.
Quizzes. From time to time I will give quizzes based on readings, grammar and other concepts taught in class. Quizzes will be worth 10 points each and will include short answer and multiple-choice questions. At the end of the semester I will average your quiz scores to assign your final quiz grade.

Group Presentations. During the course of the semester, small groups will present on an aspect of the novel, Things Fall Apart. You will be graded on your cooperation as a team, the quality of the content you provide, as well as the clarity and creativity of your presentation.

Standards:
Respect your classmates’ right to learn by staying focused on the topic of the day and listening while others speak.  While it is fair and normal to disagree on issues raised in class I expect you to always treat others with respect. I will ask you to leave if you are rude or disruptive.  

Cell-phones: must be switched off while in the classroom. Do not send text messages, answer calls or play games during class. 

Computers: must be used for class work only. Please respect this rule. During classes held in Hum 62, the computer lab, you may be tempted to check email or Facebook or do work for other classes. This is not acceptable. If it is found that you use the computers for anything other than designated English 125 work you will lose participation points for the day and I may ask you to leave. 

Attendance:
Should you miss a class it is your responsibility to know what homework, essay assignments or changes to the syllabus are given in your absence. I suggest you pair up with someone else in the class who can keep you informed in such a case. I reserve the right to drop any student who misses more than 4 class periods. Being late or leaving early will be considered as an absence and will affect your participation grade for the day. Certain absences may be excused such as verified school trips or family emergencies, however you must notify me before or as soon as possible after your absence.

Plagiarism:

Don’t do it. Plagiarism is to use others’ words or ideas and present them as your own. If it is discovered that you have plagiarized on an assignment you will receive a zero on the assignment which may result in a failing grade in the class. All essays will be submitted to turnitin.com which is a plagiarism checking website. From the RC catalog: “Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences.” 

Students with disabilities:
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. You may also contact Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) on campus at (559) 638-0332 or visit their website for more information: http://www.reedleycollege.edu/services/dsp/LD.htm. 

Reminders/Tips for Success

1. If you choose to withdraw from the class, please note that it is your responsibility to drop from the course before the final day to drop.  If you do not drop yourself and simply stop attending the class, you will earn an F in the course. Last day to drop without a “W”: Sept 2. Last day to drop without a letter grade: Oct 14. 
2. Check your Reedley College student email as well as Blackboard frequently as I will use these to communicate with you regarding assignments, changes in the schedule, or a cancelled class.   

3. Always be prepared for class. Complete readings and assignments before class. Take notes during class and keep them organized for later reference. 

4. Be sure to keep all of your work during the semester.  Accidents happen, teachers lose papers, notebooks get lost—protect yourself by keeping copies of your work, both hard copies and electronic copies.  

5. From time to time, I might share your writing with the entire class (I will do so without using your name). You will also be asked to share your work with each other during revision workshops.  Please don’t write about topics you don’t want others to know about. 
Important Dates: 

Monday, Aug 15
Fall 2011 classes begin

Friday, Aug 26

Last day to drop a full-term class for a refund
Friday, Sept 2

Last day to register for a full-term fall class  

Friday, Sept 2
Last day drop a fall full-term class to avoid a “W”

Monday, Sept 5
Labor Day (no classes held, campus closed)

Friday, Sept 16
Last day to change a fall class to/from a Pass/No-Pass grading basis

Friday, Oct 14
 
Last day to drop a full term class (letter grades assigned after this date)

Friday, Nov 11

Veteran’s Day (no classes held, campus is open)  

Th-F, Nov 24-25
Thanksgiving holiday (no classes held, campus is open)

M-F, Dec 12-16

Final exams week*

*Tuesday, Dec 13 
7:00-8:50 Final Exam

Friday, Dec 16

End of Fall semester 

Essay Rubric English 125
	
	Content
	Organization
	Conventions

	A -Exceptional

	•Clearly defined thesis
•Strong support of the thesis with well-chosen, thoughtful, original examples/reasons/details 
•Examples/Details/Reasons are developed equally and balanced
•Overall essay is unified 

•Thoughtfully, thoroughly addresses the essay prompt
•Meets or exceeds essay’s requirements

	•Strong essay structure, with a strong introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion
•Exceptional paragraph structure with a clear topic sentence and strong examples
•Strong use of transitions
•A strong sense of logic in the paragraph’s organization

	•Sophisticated, varied sentence structure
•Excellent control of sentence structure
•Few if any surface errors (spelling, mechanics, punctuation) that do not interfere with understanding
•Accurate, concise word choice
•MLA formatting followed with very few if any errors
•Citations used for all words and ideas not writer’s own 

	B -Commendable

	•Identifiable thesis is present
•Examples/Details/Reasons adequately support the thesis
•Examples/Details/Reasons are mostly developed equally and balanced
•There is basic essay unity 

•Addresses the essay prompt
•Meets most of the essay’s requirements

	•Good essay structure, with a clear introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion
•Good paragraph structure with topic sentences and good examples
•Good use of transitions
•Good sense of logic in organization
	•Sentence structure is varied at times
•Good control of sentence structure
•Minor surface errors that do not hinder understanding
•Few diction and word choice problems
•MLA formatting followed with few errors.

	C-Satisfactory

	•An identifiable but weak thesis
•Supporting examples/reasons /details present, although limited or general
•Examples/Details/Reasons are not developed equally and are unbalanced 

•Some suggestion of unified content
•Adequately addresses the essay prompt
•Meets many of the essay’s requirements

	•Contains an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion
•Basic paragraph structure with topic sentences and examples
•Some use of transitions
•A basic sense of organization, perhaps with some discrepancies in logic

	•Attempts made at times to vary sentence structure
•Adequate control of sentence structure, although there may be errors
•Some surface errors that do not hinder understanding
•Some word choice errors that do not hinder understanding
•MLA formatting followed adequately

	D -Unsatisfactory

	•Very weak thesis
•Supporting details/reasons/ examples present, but weak, poorly developed, disconnected from the thesis, or are very unbalanced 
•Attempts to address the essay prompt, but only answers part of the question, or appears to misunderstand prompt 

•Does not meet most of the essay’s requirements

	•Weak organization (perhaps missing an introduction or conclusion paragraph)
•Body paragraphs are weakly organized (perhaps missing topic sentences, or has weak examples)
•Few or improperly used transitions
	•Few attempts made to vary sentence structure
•Limited control over sentence structure
•Significant surface errors that may hinder meaning
•Significant word choice errors that may hinder meaning
•MLA formatting followed inadequately

	F -Poor

	•Thesis vague or missing
•Examples/details/ reasons lacking or disjointed from the thesis
•Off topic

•Meets few if any of the essay’s requirements

	•No sense of organization
•Missing an introduction, body paragraphs, or conclusion
•No use of transitions

	•Simplistic sentence structure
•Lacking control over sentence structure
•Major problems with surface errors that obscure meaning
•Numerous and significant word choice errors that obscure meaning
•Little attention paid to MLA formatting


OVERALL GRADE: 

             ADDITIONAL COMMENTS:  REFER TO ESSAY
PAGE  
1

