CHDEV 38:  Lifespan Development

Course Syllabus


Course:  59756





Instructor: Nancy Marsh
Unit load: 3





Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3249
Class Meets on Blackboard 



E-Mail:  nancy.marsh@reedleycollege.edu
www.blackboard.reedleycollege.edu

Office:  RC Child Dev. Center Office   
Office Hours:  Mondays and Wednesday 10:00 – 11:30 PM; Fridays 8:00 – 9:00 PM; and by appointment.

*Contacting the Instructor:  The best way to contact me for this course is through email. Although I usually read my email several times a week, Monday – Friday, it is sometimes difficult for me to identify the important messages due to the sheer number of emails I receive daily.  If you must email me, it is important that you write your course number and your name in the subject line of the email (example:  CD 39 Web Nancy Marsh).  I always try to return emails immediately upon reading them.  
Course Description:  Basic theories, research concepts and principles of physical, cognitive and psychosocial development at each major stage of life from conception to old age will be explored.  This course is designed to promote critical self-understanding.  Students will apply developmental theory to major topics that occur throughout one’s lifespan.
Student Learning Outcomes:  Upon “successful” completion of this course, students will be able to: 

A. describe the developmental characteristics of humans at different stages, and the changes that occur from conception to death in the physical, cognitive, and social domains.

B. identify variables which contribute to typical and atypical development (eg., prenatal exposure to teratogens; effects of child maltreatment). 

C. evaluate attributes of relationships across the lifespan (eg., attachment in infancy; bullying in childhood & adolescence; domestic violence in adulthood).

Materials:

Required Text:  HDEV, 2nd Ed. (with Psychology CourseMate with eBook Printed Access Card), by Spencer A. Rathus.  Textbook ISBN-13: 978-1-111-51982-7
You are responsible for all of the information in the text, regardless of what we cover in class meetings.
Required Supplement:  Psychology CourseMate with eBook Printed Access Card. This interactive and instructive multimedia resource is used as a supplement to our class. Prepared in collaboration with Spencer A. Rathus, Psychology CourseMate for our textbook includes a variety of assessments that enable continuous evaluation of students’ learning. Extensive video footage, multimedia simulations, biographies of major figures in the field, and interactive activities that are unique to HDEV are also included. The power of Psychology CourseMate lies in its design as an all-inclusive teaching and learning tool. The access code for this CourseMate came packaged with your textbook and a link is provided for you on the Blackboard site.  

Required Assignments:
Problem Solving Activities:

1. Weekly Check-In:  Each week you must visit the course website on Blackboard and check-in on the appropriate board to verify attendance.  You must check in BEFORE 11:55 PM on Wednesdays.   This attendance check-in serves two purposes: 1—it verifies attendance so that students who are not participating can be dropped and waiting students can be added to the class; and 2—it encourages students to log-on and view the weekly lesson early in the week so you can schedule your time to complete all the required assignments for that lesson before the due date.  These weekly check-ins are worth 5 points each.  If you do not check in weekly you will be counted as absent from the course.  If you do not check in before 11:55 PM on Wednesday, August 17, you will be dropped and a wait-listed student added in your place.  If you miss more than 2 weeks of class check-ins, you will be dropped from the course.  
2.  Chapter Reflections:  There are a total of 19 chapter reflection assignments related to the chapters of the textbook.  Each week you will be required to “discuss” a topic related to the lesson for that week.  You “discuss” the topic by posting your reflection to the topic and then responding to the reflection posts from at least 2 other students.  These Chapter Reflections are worth 15 points each; you received up to 5 points for your reflection post and 5 point for each response you post to other students (up to 10 points total).  *Please note that your reflection- and response-posts must be insightful, refer to specific text pages, and be free from spelling and grammar errors.
3. Chapter Activities:  Each week you will have 1 - 3 activities related to the lesson for that week.  These activities will be worth a total of 5 points per week and are located on the publisher website, CourseMate, through www.cengagebrain.com. Each week the Lesson Summary will state how many Chapter Activities you have for that week and the points possible for each.  These activities are designed to help you understand the materials.  Some of the assignments will not be available after the due date, and others will continue to be available. However, you will not receive the points for the assignment if it is submitted after the due date/time. No make-up activities will be given, or late assignments accepted. 
Objective Examinations:

1.  Chapter Quizes:  There will be a Quiz for each chapter of the textbook.  These quizzes are part of the CoureMate site for this class.  The quizzes are made up of multiple-choice and true/false questions and students can take their time completing each quiz, and take it as many times as they wish, provided it is completed by the due date.  Quizzes are worth 20 points each.
2.  Chapter Exams:  There will be an Exam for each chapter of the textbook. These exams are taken on Blackboard and are worth between 25 – 27 points each (total 500).  These exams will be made up of multiple-choice questions related to the chapters of the textbook and other materials covered in class.  Chapter Exams must be finished during one sitting, and can only be taken once.  No make-up chapter exams will be given, so be sure to complete the exams by the due dates. 
Extra Credit:

You will have the opportunity to earn 60 points of extra credit.  This assignment will be given after the ninth week of the semester and will require you to watch a particular movie and write a paper relating that movie to our textbook topics.  More information will be available later in the semester.
Final Grades:  Grades are determined on the basis of accumulated points from required assignments.
Percentage
Points Range
    Grade

Percentage
Points Range
     Grade


90 – 100%
1350 - 1500
A
60 – 69%
900 - 1049
D  

80 – 89%       
1200 - 1349
B
0 – 59%
   0 – 899
F

70 – 79%
1050 - 1199
C
Point Breakdown and Tally Sheet:


Points Possible
Points Earned
Chapter Games
95
_____

Chapter Videos
90
_____

Interactive Practices
60
_____

Reflections
285
_____

Chapter Quizzes
380
_____

Chapter Exams
500
_____
Attendance Check-In
90
_____

            Extra Credit (60)
……………..…
_____ 

Total Points Possible:          

       1500
          Total:_____
IMPORTANT WARNING!!!: 
Online learning is not for everyone.  You need to be a very self-directed and personally responsible student to be successful in online courses.  Online you do not see your instructor twice a week, reminding you of what’s due next class, or discussing other projects.  All important due dates and assignments are listed in the syllabus, noted in each Lesson Summary, and posted on the Schedule.  It is the student’s responsibility to read and remember this information.  In an online class it becomes the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor with any questions or problems, and you are limited by the instructor’s availability.  It can take more than 48 hours for the instructor to respond, depending on the day of the week you try to contact them; most instructors work 5 days a week for 6 – 8 hours a day.  Therefore, you need to seriously consider your motivation and skills before you embark on this course. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE!!!:  

Computer problems, electrical shortages, and other malfunctions do occur and it is your responsibility to complete the work by the deadline regardless of any of these problems.  Please do not write to me to ask for extensions because your computer crashed or you were unable to ‘get online’ to complete the work. You are given several days to complete an assignment, therefore, if your technology fails on the last day the assignment is due, you will not be excused from the deadline.  It is recommended that you always complete your work before the deadline to prevent any type of problem of this sort.  It is recommended for students to have a LAN/DSL hookup for this class because wireless connections can fail at any given time. Wireless users are responsible for any individual problems that occur related to class deadlines.

*A Note on My Teaching Style:  

In an online class, I expect students to assume total responsibility for informing themselves on announcements, lessons, and assignments.  It is also your responsibility to monitor your progress in this class.  I do not email students individually to inform them of their grades or hound them to turn in work — I expect that students are checking their grades and upcoming assignments themselves.  It is a good idea to print a copy of all graded assignments as proof of your status, at least until you receive your final grade at the end of the semester (that’s good advice for all of your classes).
Contacting the Instructor:  

· Questions/Answer Board:  This is the first place you should go for any questions.  You can ask questions AND you can answer questions posed by other students.  This board is designed for students to help students.  I read the questions on this board several times a week, Monday – Friday.  *Please note that you should check through the posts before posting your question to see if it has already been answered.  I WILL NOT post answers repeatedly, so read what other people are asking and read the answers!  Please allow me 48 hours to answer your questions before posting again, and if you still don’t get a response, then look harder at the other posts…your question has probably already been addressed!
· Email:  The best way to contact me for this course is through email. Although I usually read my email several times a week, Monday – Friday, it is sometimes difficult for me to identify the important messages due to the sheer number of emails I receive daily.  If you must email me, it is important that you write your course number and your name in the subject line of the email (example:  CD 39 Web Nancy Marsh).  I always try to return emails immediately upon reading them.  
Please know that I am NOT always in my office or on my computer.  

· I am not available on the weekends.

· I am not available after 6:00 PM.

· I am not available during scheduled courses or meetings.

· I do not receive email alerts on my cell phone, and do not use my cell phone or home phone for work purposes.

Please allow at least 48 hours for me to return voice mail or email.  

· If you choose to contact me by phone, you should do so during my office hours.  I will always answer my phone, unless I am busy with another student who is currently in my office.  I will only listen to my voice mail on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays during my office hours.  If time permits, I will return your call immediately after listening to it. If time doesn’t permit me to respond immediately, I will contact you at the next possible opportunity.

· Although I usually read my email several times a week, Monday – Friday, it is sometimes difficult for me to identify the important messages due to the sheer number of emails I receive daily.  If you must email me, it is important that you write your course number and your name in the subject line of the email (example:  CD 39 Web Nancy Marsh).  I always try to return emails immediately upon reading them.  
Please remember that I have a very busy schedule, teaching several face-to-face and online courses, and attending several meetings weekly, not to mention my mother/wife-duties.  I will do my best to get back to you as soon as possible.  Please allow 48 hours for me to return your messages, voice mails, and emails.

Having Problems?


If at any time you find you are having trouble succeeding in this course, whether because of a change in your life circumstances or because of something you don’t understand about the materials, please see the instructor.  There are a number of services available to assist Reedley College students in succeeding in their coursework.  
Student’s Class Schedule:  Our course is an 18-week semester course.  It begins on Monday, August 15, 2011 and ends on Friday, December 16, 2011.  Is it a misconception that online classes are “easy” and “can be finished in less time than a traditional, on-campus class.”  

You have access to the Psychology CourseMate materials for the entire semester beginning immediately. You will have access to the Weekly Lessons (check-ins, discussions, and exams) immediately after I complete them, and I will do my best to have ALL of them available to you as early in the semester as possible. This is the first semester I am using this textbook, so I currently creating the lesson (over summer vacation). Although you will have access to ALL of the required assignments immediately, you will need to check in WEEKLY, and complete assignments by due dates.  It is possible for you to work ahead on readings and assignments, HOWEVER, you will have to backtrack to revisit lessons to complete the Weekly Check Ins and Chapter Reflections.  It is suggested that you approach this class weekly.  You will be required to read one to three chapters of the textbook each week, and to complete the assignments related to those chapters by due dates set during that week.  If you stick to completing only the readings and assignment due each week, without working ahead, then you will always know exactly what is due, and you will not get lost or miss any due dates.
Weekly lessons will require you to spend 3 – 6 hours studying both on- and off-line.  Lessons include:

· Text reading assignments

· Weekly check in

· Online reading assignments 

· Viewing Videos

· Studying learning objectives 

· Activities
· Group reflections (posted on discussion boards; requiring students to post a response to readings and reply to other students’ responses)

· Quizzes, Tests and exams (made up of multiple-choice and true/false questions, both timed and not timed)

Important Dates:

1. August 15, 2011:  Semester begins
2. September 2, 2011:  Last day to register for a full-term class 
3. September 5, 2011:  Holiday—No classes held, campus closed

4. September 16, 2011:  Last day to change a fall class to/from a Pass/No-Pass grade
5. October 14, 2011:  Last day to drop a full-term class (letter grade assigned after this date)

6. November 11, 2011: Holiday—No classes held, campus opened

7. November 24 – 25, 2011: Holiday—No classes held, campus closed
8. December 12 – 16, 2011:  Finals Week
9. December 14, 2011:  Final Day of class. Final Exam and final assignments are due by 11:55 PM.
10. December 16, 2011:  Final Grades for full-term courses will be submitted to A & R promptly at NOON.  Any discrepancies must be addressed before this time.
Class Policies and Procedures:  Please refer to Class Policies page on Blackboard for complete information on student responsibilities, course work policies, and grades.

1. Attendance:  Students will be dropped after missing 2 weeks of check-ins.  

2. Late Work:  All assignments must be completed and submitted by 11:55 PM on the due date.  Late assignments will not be accepted after 11:55 PM on the due date.  Some of the assignments will not be available after the due date, and others will continue to be available. However, you will not receive the points for the assignment if it is submitted after the due date/time. Do not take this lightly and remember to begin an assignment well before 11:55 pm on the due date to ensure enough time to complete the assignment. No excuses will be accepted!!
3. Missed Tests/Exams/Quizzes:  Tests, exams, and quizzes must be taken on or before the day scheduled.  Some of these will continue to be available to you after the due date. However, you will NOT receive the points for the assignment if it is submitted after the due date/time. You will not be allowed to make up a missed test/exam/quiz.  Do not take this lightly.  No excuses will be accepted!!
4. Final Grades:  Final grades will be submitted at noon on the final day of the semester.  Students disagreeing with the assigned final grade will be required to contact the instructor in enough time to discuss and possibly fix the grade BEFORE noon on December 16, 2011.
5. Cheating/Plagiarism:  Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  A student will receive no credit for the assignment if in the opinion of the instructor the individual has cheated.  Repeated offenders and sever cases will be dropped from the class and reported to the Dean of Students.
6. Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, test accommodations, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
I sometimes use Red or Green pens/writing to grade your assignments or highlight important information on Blackboard.  Please tell me IMMEDIATELY if you have difficulties seeing these colors.  I will use alternate colors if you let me know of your color distinguishing difficulties.
Changing Syllabus Statement:  This course syllabus is equivalent to a contract between the instructor and the student.  However, the information in this syllabus is subject to change at any time during the term.  All changes will be stated in class and students are responsible for noting such changes. In the event that you are absent on the day changes are made, it is your responsibility to find out the changes and adhere to them.

 

The student’s decision to remain enrolled in the class denotes acceptance of:  

1.      This syllabus as a contract outlining the student’s responsibilities to complete all required assignments by the due dates.

2.      The policy that late assignments will not be accepted.

3.      The changing syllabus statement.

4.      The expectations of this course as outlined in this syllabus.

5.      That final grades are determined on the basis of accumulated points from required assignments.

6.  That final grades will be submitted to A&R at NOON on the final day of the semester and any discrepancies MUST BE ADDRESSED before NOON on May 20, 2011.

Students disagreeing with the above statements should withdrawal from this course section and enroll in a section of this course taught by another instructor.

N. Marsh
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