English 252: Writing Improvement
Summer 2010

Instructor: Courtney Miller
Room: CCI 202

Email: courtney.miller@reedleycollege.edu                                                                

Class time: T, W, Th 10:00 AM- 2:00 PM  Class Number: 72623
Office Hours:  T, TH 2 PM-5:30 PM

Office: HUM 60     
Course Description: 

Practice in English sentences, paragraphs, and short papers; including work with spelling, vocabulary, punctuation, usage, and sentence structure skills needed by writers. Emphasis on the communication of the writer's ideas. Subject Prerequisites: English 250 or placement by the college assessment process. 

Required Texts and Supplies:

Patterns and Themes: A Basic English Reader by Judy R. Rogers and Glenn C. Rogers

English Brushup by John Langan and Janet M Goldstein

A Composition notebook
Course Outcomes and Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Write complete sentences, avoiding or correcting major sentence errors and punctuating correctly.

B. Use the conventions of English writing; including capitalization, indenting, spelling, hyphenating, etc.

C. Write clear, varied, appropriate sentences.

D. Use verbs correctly in present, past future, and present perfect tenses and use the correct forms of common irregular verbs.

E. Combine sentences using coordination, subordination, and phrase structures.

F. Write short papers (approx 500 words) that demonstrate rhetorical control of the main idea, utilizing the writing process in developing, writing, revising, and editing those papers.

G. Complete an in-class writing exam with minimal errors.

H. Divide the writer’s text into paragraphs.

I. Use appropriate word skills, including spelling and vocabulary, affixes common in English, contractions, etc.

J. Recognize usage and dialect levels:  standard, community or neighborhood, slang.

In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. Learn all aspects of the writing process; including exploring topics, expressing the writer’s main idea, using appropriate      details to support main ideas, selecting orders, and writing and revising papers.

B. Develop several short papers, both in and outside class.

C. Expand basic sentence structure with appropriate modification.

D. Develop an understanding of basic writing conventions including, sentence structure, parts of sentences, usage, spelling, vocabulary, etc.

Course Requirements:  

Attendance: Class participation and group work is vital.  Because this class relies on group work, excessive absences hurt not just the absentee, but also the whole class.  There are no excused absences. If you are absent or tardy, it is your responsibility to find out what you have missed.  You must email me or come by my office to get missed work.  Information covered in class will not be posted on Blackboard.  

Class participation:  Participation is mandatory.  Come to class prepared and ready to participate!

Blackboard: You will be required to submit work to Blackboard both in and out of class. Know your user ID and password. I will accept files in the following formats: Word documents (*.doc or *.docx) or rich text format (*.rtf). 
Revision and Revision Plans: If you have received an essay grade you are not happy with, you may revise.  In order to revise, you must 1) meet with me, and 2) submit a revision plan.  You cannot revise the final essay.  

Late Work:  No late work will be accepted.  If you miss a quiz or a journal in class, you will not be able to make this up.  

Class Policies:

· It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from the course.  Failure to do so may result in an F as the final semester grade.  I reserve the right to drop a student from the course at various points throughout the semester.

· Remember to turn off your cell phones (don’t leave on vibrate).  Cell phones and text messaging are major distractions and hinder not only your ability to concentrate, but the ability of those around you to concentrate.  I will have you leave the classroom if you are text messaging and you will lose participation points for the day.   (click here to read an article on the distraction caused by cell phones in the classroom)

· Please refrain from making derogatory/hurtful comments in class.  Controversial topics often create arguments.  Please be open to negotiating our differences.  Disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated—anyone who engages in such behavior will be dropped.

· Keep all your work until the end of the semester.

Grading:

Essays (200 pts.): 

You will write four formal out-of-class essays for fifty points each.  Essays may be read both in a workshop by your classmates and by the instructor. Late essays will not be accepted. SAVE ALL DRAFTS. 

Workshops (120 pts.)

For each essay, you will need to turn in a rough draft that will be workshopped in class for thirty points each.  To receive points for the workshop, you must 1) turn the draft in on time, 2) attend the workshop, 3) write a workshop reflection on what you observed in your peer’s paper and how that helps you understand the assignment better, and 4) a revision plan in which you state, specifically, what your peer told you, how you will incorporate this feedback in your paper, and what you have learned about approaching assignments like this.  The reflection and revision plan should be at least one full page total.  

Progressive Essay (200 pts):

You will write an essay at the beginning of the semester that you will re-write each week incorporating the lessons of the week.  Each incarnation of the essay will be accompanied by a author’s note in which you discuss the changes you made, the rule (s) these changes incorporate (s),  how the changes affected the paper, and what you learned during that week.  Each incarnation is worth forty points.    
Journals (200 pts.)

You are required to purchase and bring a composition notebook to each class period.  I will collect these two times during the semester.  
Exercises (180 pts.)

For homework, you will have daily exercises that respond to or practice the lessons from your book.  These will be worth ten points each, and must be posted on blackboard by 9:30 AM the day it is due.  
Quizzes (TBA)

If I feel the reading is not being done, I will implement a daily quiz in order to review material and keep you accountable.  These will be worth five points each.  

Final Exam (100 pts.)

This will be a comprehensive exam on the final day of class that will assess your learning based on multiple choice, fill in the blank, and essay questions.  You will need to bring a bluebook.  

Total Points    880 pts.
Scale

100-90%
A
89-80%

B

79-70%

C

69-60%

D

59-0%

F

Campus Policies:

Cheating and Plagiarism: Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education that the college can make available to them, and they, their instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility to ensure that this education is honestly attained. Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences. 

Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage. Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source. 

Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify contributors to work done in collaboration,  submitting duplicated work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents. For more information, contact the Vice President of Student Services’ Office or the Vice President of Instruction’s Office.

Nondiscrimination Statement: Reedley College and the North Centers comply with all Federal and state rules and regulations and does not discriminate on the basis or race, color, national origin, gender, disability, sexual orientation, religion or age. This holds true for all students who are interested in participating in educational programs and/or extracurricular school activities. Harassment of any employee/student with regard to race, color, national origin, gender, disability, sexual orientation, religion or age is strictly prohibited. Limited English speaking skills will not be a barrier at Reedley College to participation in Vocational Education programs. Inquiries regarding compliance and/or grievance procedures may be directed to the college’s Title IX Officer and/or the Section 504/ADA Coordinator.
Students With Disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible. 

