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English 1A

Instructor:
Mr. Dominguez 

E-mail:
david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu
Dear Students,

· My standards are high. I teach the class while assuming that everyone in it wants to transfer to a four-year university; thus, I am teaching you how to read and write effectively at the university level. 

· Who shouldn’t take this class? If you have poor basic writing skills, this class may not be for you. If you are not serious about school, this class is DEFINITELY not for you. 

· Who is this class for? This class is for dedicated college students who already possess good basic writing skills. 

· I will have zero patience for students who WASTE my time because they lack discipline.

· If you still decide to take this class, then you must be the type of student who is serious about his education—the type of student who is willing and ready to work hard. To those students, I look forward to having you in my class.

Sincerely,

Mr. Dominguez

Course Description
1A READING AND COMPOSITION. 4 units, 4 lecture hours. SUBJECT PREREQUISITES: English 125 and 126 or placement by college assessment process. Reading, analyzing, and composing college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository: studying writing as a process; exploring different composing structures and strategies; editing and revising one’s own writing; conducting research (gathering, organizing, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information,) culminating in a term research paper. (CAN ENGL 2) (CAN ENGL SEQ A=ENGL 1A+ENGL 1B) (A, CSU-GE, UC, I).

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Write an acceptable 5-7 page documented research paper.

1. Employ thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting data, introductions, and conclusions. 

2. Write with attention to audience and without logical fallacies.  
3. Target research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and paraphrased text as support, and avoid plagiarism.

4. Determine the correct citation pattern, and discriminate among sources, especially Internet sources, for accuracy and validity.

5. Employ Standard American English for the various requirements of universities and the workplace such as avoiding slang, conversational diction and sexist language, and following common usage guidelines.

6. Use an effective organizational structure depending on purpose and rhetorical mode.
7. Demonstrate mature and cogent language crafted for clarity, power, rhythm, texture, tone and grace. 

8. Edit for errors in sentence construction, punctuation and mechanics.

B. Write an acceptable essay with thesis and adequate support independently in class. 

1. Generate ideas through an effective prewriting strategy such as outlining, free writing, or clustering. 

2. Compose and complete a written essay within an allotted time. 

C. Summarize and comprehend college level prose.

1. Identify the model, summarize the thesis, and locate supporting information of assigned writing, especially the college level essay. 
2. Name rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translate metaphorical language, so as to determine an author’s intent, both explicit and implicit. 

3. Answer questions from assigned reading differentiating between an author’s intent and personal reaction. 

4. Describe, evaluate, and question the purpose, audience, organization, and style of assigned readings. 

5. Determine a writer’s background, historical period and cultural niche for discussions of bias, diversity or shifting perspectives.

You will demonstrate a command of the course outcomes by writing essays and through your performance on a final grammar exam. Your essays will be written according to the following guidelines. By following these guidelines, you will demonstrate your ability to write well. Theses guidelines cover several important skills, but please note that special emphasis will be placed on critical thinking:

1. Your ability to write an introduction.


1. thesis



2. supportive material

2. Your ability to write good paragraphs in the body of the essay.



1. topic sentence



2. context



3. direct quotation



4. critical thinking 

3. Your ability to write a concluding paragraph.



1. restate the thesis



2. restate the supportive material



3. make a final statement

4. Your ability to cite direct quotations using the MLA methods discussed in class.

5. Your ability to avoid fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses.

6. Your ability to use basic skills, such as, but not limited to, spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.

7. Your ability to complete an annotated bibliography and a list of works cited using the MLA methods discussed in class. 

8. Your ability to follow directions.

Please Purchase the Following Texts and Supplies at the RC Bookstore

1. Handbook if Literary Terms, Kennedy, Edition 2, ISBN 0-205-60356-4, required.

2. Writers Presence, Mcquade, Edition 6, ISBN 0-312-48686-3, required.

3. The Packinghouse Review (Volume I, Number I), edited by David Dominguez and Rick Garza, ISBN 1-4486-5332-0, required.

Semester Grading

First essay:


a. 50 points.


b. Graded based on the course outcomes and on your ability to follow directions.

Second and third essay:


a. 100 points each.


b. Graded based on the course outcomes and on your ability to follow directions.

Research paper:


a. 150 points (100 points for the essay, 50 points for the annotated bibliography).

b. Graded based on the course outcomes and on your ability to follow directions.

Semester grading scale: A=400-360, B=359-320, C=319-280, D=279-240, F=239-00
Grading Rubric Guidelines

An “A” paper…

· Follows directions.

· Follows the MLA guidelines perfectly.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.

· Contains outstanding basic writing skills.

· Shows an outstanding  awareness of the text.

· Contains no fragments, comma splices, and/or sentence fuses.

· Demonstrates an outstanding awareness of how to develop an essay. Support, topic sentences, context, use of DQs, and the final statement are all outstanding.
· Contains outstanding critical thinking. All ideas have been thoroughly developed.

A “B” paper…

· Follows directions. 

· Follows the MLA guidelines perfectly.

· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.

· Contains excellent basic writing skills.

· Shows an excellent awareness of the text.

· Contains 1-2 fragments, comma splices, and/or sentences fuse.

· Demonstrates an excellent awareness of how to develop an essay. Support, topic sentences, context, use of DQs, and the final statement are all excellent.
· Contains excellent critical thinking. All ideas have been thoroughly developed.

A “C” paper…

· Follows directions. 

· May not follow the MLA formatting guidelines but errors are minimal.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.

· Contains good basic writing skills.

· Shows a good understanding of the text.

· Contains 2-3 fragments, comma splices, and/or sentence fuses.

· Understands how to develop an essay but may have very minor problems with support, topic sentences, context, use of DQs, and/or the final statement.
· Contains good critical thinking, but a few of the ideas may need more development. 

A “D” paper…

· Follows directions.

· Contain consistent MLA formatting guideline errors.

· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.

· Contains poor-fair basic writing skills.

· Shows an understanding of the text.

· Contains four or more fragments, comma splices, and/or sentence fuses.

· Does not understand how to develop an essay, especially support, topic sentences, context, use of DQs, and/or the final statement.
· Does not understand critical thinking.

An “F” paper… 
· Does not follow directions.

· Does not contain a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.

· Contains poor basic writing skills that make the essay difficult to understand.

· Does not demonstrate sentence control.

· Does not demonstrate an understanding of the text.

· Does not understand how to develop an essay. 

· Students earn “Fs” usually because they did not read the assigned texts or because they missed important lectures.

Extra Credit

Extra credit MIGHT be offered during the semester. When you turn it in, I will put it in my extra credit folder. At the end of the semester, I will calculate final grades; if you have earned a “C” or higher because of how you have done on the required course work, I will then add your extra credit to your final grade. Thus, the extra credit will not raise a final  semester grade of an “F” or a “D.” It can, however, raise your final grade from a “C” to a “B” or from a “B” to an “A.”
Format for Essays
1. Essays must be in Times New Roman. Font size 12. Text double spaced. Print quality clear and black.

2. One inch margins: top, bottom.

3. One inch margins: left, right.
4. Follow the MLA guidelines as discussed in class. 

5. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not be accepted or will receive significantly lower grades. See grading rubric previous section.

Completing Assignments and Missing Deadlines
Assignments must be completed on the given due dates. If you miss a deadline, you will receive a zero on the assignment. If you are unable to complete an assignment due to an emergency, I may consider a make-up if you are able to present appropriate documentation. Missing class is never an excuse for missing an assignment. 
Being Dropped from the Course, Adding the Course

· Being dropped from the course: If you  do not post on the discussion board by the end of week one on time, you will be dropped from the course. If you do not turn in essay 1 on time, you will be dropped from the course unless you are in contact with the instructor.

· Adding: Students will be added at then end of week one. Students who add, will be allowed to make their first discussion board post twenty-four hours late.

Academic Behavior
If you demonstrate poor academic behavior, you will be suspended from class. If you continue to be a problem, you will be told to leave the room and referred to the dean of students who reserves the right to suspend you from ten class meetings. Poor academic behavior includes anything that I find disruptive. Consider yourselves warned.

Plagiarism

If you are caught plagiarizing any work, you will receive an automatic “0” on the assignment, may be dropped from the course, with the appropriate grade, and may be referred to campus administration. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Revision Symbols

The symbols listed below indicate areas of writing that may need to be improved in your work. These symbols will be used by me to mark your composition:

th
= 
thesis

sm
=
supportive material

tr
=
transition

ts  
=
topic sentence

cn
=
context

dq
=
direct quotation

mla  
=
citing direct quotations

ct
=
critical thinking 

kw(s)
=
key word(s)

fs
=
final statement

f 
= 
fragment

cs 
= 
comma splice

sf 
= 
sentence fuse

fd
=
follow directions

?
=
confusing

syn
= 
syntax--the words you choose to express a thought and the order you put those words in   

                      
to form a sentence.

ALSO, if any words are highlighted, you have a basic skill error, which may include, but is not limited to,  problems with spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.

 Course Outline

Week 1
Friday June 18

· Introductions on discussion board closed.

· Lecture on how to write good sentences.

· Essay one assigned on a posted reading. Reading TBA.

Week 2

Friday June 25

· Essay 1 due.

· Lecture posted on how to write an essay.

· Read “The Acoustical Properties of the Human Hand” and “The Secret Life of Engineers.”

Week 3

Thursday July 1

· Essay 1 returned.
Friday July 2

· Lecture on how to write an essay.

· Essay 2 assigned.

· Read the following poems from The Packinghouse Review: “Camphor Tree,” “Patriot Act,” “All the Kingdoms,” “Poem with Mozart and the Holes in My Shoes,” “Clan Markings,” and “Mediation on Jazz from Lake Michigan.”

Week 4

Thursday July 8

· Essay 2 returned.

Friday July 9

· Lecture on how to write an essay.

· Essay 3 assigned.

· Read the following essays from the Writer’s Presence: “Silent Dancing,” “Learning to Read and Write,” “Shooting an Elephant,” “Once More to the Lake,” “Death of a Moth,” “Living Like Weasels.”

Week 5

Thursday July 15

· Essay 3 returned.

Friday July 16

· Lecture on how to write an essay.

· Lecture on annotated bibliography.

· Essay 4 assigned.

Week 6

Thursday July 22 

Friday July 23

· Ask questions on term paper via email from 2:00-3:30 for revision suggestions.

· Ask questions on term paper via email from 2:00-3:30 for revision suggestions.

Week 7

Thursday July 29

· Ask questions on term paper via email from 2:00-3:30 for revision suggestions.

· Term paper due.


Week 8

Tuesday August 3

· Term papers returned. Please note, comments will be minimal.

· Semester over. 

Occasionally, I may adjust the syllabus according to the needs of the class.


