Reedley College

Speech 2 – Interpersonal Communication Online

Spring 2009

INSTRUCTOR: Jennifer Graber-Peters

Office hours: via email or phone

Phone: 638-3641 voice mail @ ext.3855

Email address: rcspeechtwo@yahoo.com
Last day to drop w/o a “W”: January 30th

Final drop date: 
March 13th


TEXT: DeVito, Joseph A. (2009) The Interpersonal Communication Book. 12th ed. 



New York: Pearson Ed.
Course Outcomes: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. 
discuss how messages are transmitted from one person to another, how those messages can be distorted and how to reduce that distortion.

B. 
identify and apply principles of effective communication.

C. 
resolve interpersonal conflicts in non-destructive ways.

D. 
articulate a personal sense of ethics concerning communication.

E. 
listen to others effectively, attending to both factual and emotional information while providing appropriate feedback

F. 
monitor their own communication and adapt to different communication situations.

G. 
communicate effectively within the context of various relationships including family, marriage, friendship and work relationships.

H. compare and contrast communication in face-to-face versus computer-mediated contexts. Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have.  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS AND  REQUIREMENTS:
Attendance: is required. Attendance is crucial in a communication course. Not only does attendance count toward your participation grade, but it shows respect for your instructor and fellow classmates. Additionally, regular attendance has been shown to increase overall course grades. 

Excused absences are allowed for illness or documented, unavoidable circumstances only. Absences for any other reason may be discussed prior to class. It is your responsibility to notify me by phone or email if you will be absent and to make arrangements to get notes and/or turn in the days assignments. A grade of “0” will be assigned if you miss a speech without an acceptable excuse. Work related excuses are not acceptable. 

If you are absent, you may turn your assignment in to Blackboard via the Digital Dropbox. A grade of “0” will be assigned if you miss an assignment without an acceptable excuse. Work related excuses are not acceptable. 

More than 3 days of unexcused absences will result in a reduction of 2 participation points for each additional absence. Any student who misses more than 6 classes will be asked to drop the course.

DO NOT BE LATE. Excessive tardiness will result in a reduction of participation points from your final grade. 

Participation: In addition to attending class, you are expected to actively participate in all classroom activities and group discussions. Therefore, plan on arriving to class on time and remaining until class is dismissed. Class participation is essential in a course of this nature where we work in groups, pairs, etc. You are expected to listen to both the instructor and your fellow classmates. Rude behavior will not be tolerated. Furthermore, please turn off all phones or put on silent. Anyone seen texting in class will be asked to leave for the day.
Me in a Bag:You will introduce yourself to the class in a fun way. Further details will be given in class.


Readings: You will be responsible for all of the readings assigned from the text. Daily reading assignments are posted on the class schedule and should be read before class.

Chapter Discussion Questions: 

Along with each chapter you will have related questions to answer. Read and answer all parts of the questions. You should explain your answers in your own words. Please avoid “yes” or “no” answers and do not retype the question. In other words, sound like a communication specialist – use the “jargon” and support your answers with concrete examples. If you want to paraphrase or quote, be sure to document properly. Finally, be sure to use spell-check and grammar check before turning your work in. This is not just “busy work,” but an opportunity to apply what you have learned in the chapters. 

Cultural Artifact Project: This assignment has two parts; written and oral. For the written portion, you are to choose a cultural artifact and write a 2-3 page paper about it’s significance. You must include at least 2 references. You should discuss 1) how important your artifact is in describing who you are, 2) how it symbolizes your culture, and 3) what significance it has on your culture.  Your written report should be typed, double spaced and conform to APA or MLA format.  DO NOT use a question-answer format. Write this as you would any other paper (Introduction, Body, Conclusion, and a Reference section). 

The oral report is your opportunity to share your thoughts with the class in a safe environment. You will have approximately 2 minutes to do this. Further details will be given in class. . Do not be anxious – This is not a public speaking class; therefore, the presentation will be less formal. Tips for reducing anxiety and giving presentations can be found on Blackboard in the documents tab. You will find a grading sheet for this assignment in the Documents and Assignments tabs also.

Term Paper: This assignment will have two parts; written and oral. The oral presentation is at the end of the semester. Further details will be given in class and will also be available on Blackboard under the Documents and Assignments tabs

. 

For the written portion, you will compose a 5-6 page paper which applies one of the concepts we are studying to a real life relationship or situation you are involved in. You MUST include at least 4 references in your paper to validate your statements. Examples of communication concepts include Listening, Assertiveness, Conflict, Self Disclosure, Gender, etc.  Your paper should have an Introduction, Body, and a Conclusion as well as a reference page. 
While exploring topic ideas, you may want to ask yourself several questions: What real life, interpersonal communication situation am I interested in exploring further? OR What is the one area we have studied in this course that is the most challenging for me? What does the research say about this issue? What related studies have been done and what was the outcome? How can I apply this information to my life? This is an opportunity to search for answers to a current problem you are having or a way to explain why an interpersonal relationship you are involved in is so successful. Also, at the end of each chapter is a “Researching…” section which has great research topic ideas. Check these out!  


Requirements:


*Your paper must be typed, double spaced and conform to either MLA or APA style. If you are unfamiliar with these paper styles, you may “google” the terms and find examples or ask the librarian if your campus has an example sheet (Reedley College does). Additionally, you must include (and cite) at least 4 references. In other words, refer to what others have said on the topic and be sure to document properly.  


*Use caution when quoting or paraphrasing. Plagiarism is a serious offense. If you plagiarize, you will receive an “F” on the assignment. Depending on the specific offense, you may also receive an “F” in the class, or worse, be expelled from the college. Please do not hesitate to ask if you need help in this area.


Grading: Papers will be graded using the following criteria:

Grammar, spelling, and overall readability of the paper. Be sure to have someone proofread your paper before turning it in.

Clarity and completeness of ideas. Papers should have an introduction, body and a conclusion with transitions which link your thoughts and ideas. 

Demonstrated knowledge of the communication concepts under investigation. Again, do not copy word for word from the text or any other source (this is plagiarism). Even if you paraphrase, you must give credit to the original author. Explain the concepts in your own words so anyone reading the paper can understand what you are talking about. Also, support with research and document properly.

Ability to “apply” the interpersonal communication concept(s) to a real life situation. Explain/define the communication concept and then give a real life example. In other words, “show” what this dimension looks like in a real relationship.


**NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED

Chapter Quizzes: There are no exams! You will take true/false, multiple choice, short answer quizzes. Each quiz will cover information from the readings and lectures and will focus on the previous lessons. Quizzes will be given at the beginning of class. YOU MUST BE IN CLASS ON TIME IN ORDER TO TAKE THE QUIZ.  No make-ups will be granted for any reason. If you miss a quiz, you might consider completing an extra credit assignment
Extra Credit: 

At various times during the semester, extra credit may be offered, either in class or posted on Blackboard in the announcements. Remember, Extra Credit means “extra work and extra effort.” Absolutely NO late assignments will be accepted. There are NO exceptions.

This Course Could Change Your Life
          “That’s a pretty bold statement, but almost every semester I hear someone tell me that taking this course has improved their marriage, helped them communicate better with their children, improved their business relations on the job, and in general simply helped them live a happier more fulfilled life.  Why?  Because this course is about relationships and especially about the glue that holds relationships together -- Communication.  Improve your interpersonal communication, you improve your relationships.  Improve your relationships and your improve your life.  That’s why this course, taken seriously can do more than simply fulfill a general education requirement.  It can change your life.”
~ Terri Main (Speech Instructor, Reedley College)

Assignment Breakdown and Grading Scale:
Me-In-A-Bag - 25 pts.

Chapter Discussion Questions - 260 pts. (20 pts. each chapter)

 

Cultural Artifact Project - 150 pts. total
Written - 100 pts.

Oral Report - 50 pts.

Term Paper - 250 pts. total
Written - 200

Oral Report - 50 pts.

Chapter Quizzes – 290 pts 


1-5, 7-12 – 20 pts.


6 & 13 – 35 pts. Each

Participation – 25 pts.

Grading Scale:

A = 900+

B = 800-899

C = 700-799

D = 600 – 699

F = 599 -
GRADE TRACKING SHEET
I have provided you with this sheet to keep track of your grades as the semester progresses. Record your grades on this sheet and you will always know what grade you are currently achieving. To figure out your grade, add up the total points possible at any given time and then multiply that number by 90%, 80%, 70%, and so on. Then add up your actual points and see where you fall on the grading scale. For example, if by mid semester there are 50 points possible, 90% (A) would be 45-50; 80% (B) would be 40-44;etc. If you had 42 points, you would be in the “B” range.

Assignments/points
Your Grade


Assignments/points
Your Grade
Me-In-A-Bag (25)

_____

Chapter Questions (260 total) 


Quizzes (290 total)


Chapter 1 (20)
_____



Quiz 1 (20)

_____



Chapter 2 (20)
_____



Quiz 2 (20)

_____

Chapter 3 (20)
_____



Quiz 3 (20)

_____

Chapter 4 (20)
_____



Quiz 4 (20)

_____

Chapter 5 (20)
_____



Quiz 5 (20)

_____

Chapter 6 (20)
_____



Quiz 6 (35)

_____

Chapter 7 (20)
_____



Quiz 7 (20)

_____

Chapter 8 (20)
_____



Quiz 8 (20)

_____

Chapter 9 (20)
_____ 


Quiz 9 (20)

_____

Chapter 10 (20)
_____



Quiz 10 (20)

_____


Chapter 11 (20)
_____



Quiz 11 (20)

_____

Chapter 12 (20)
_____



Quiz 12 (20)

_____

Chapter 13 (20)
_____



Quiz 13 (35)

_____


C. A.-written (100)

_____


T. Paper-written (200)
_____




Oral (50)


_____


Oral-50


_____

Participation (25)
_____
It is your responsibility to check Blackboard for instructor absences, announcements, schedule changes, grades, etc. Be sure to update your Blackboard account and check to see that your email address is correct.
Other Notes:

1. If you are a member of a campus team or organization which will take you out of class this semester, please notify me the first week of class and provide me with a schedule of your events.
2. If you have a physical challenge or condition that could impair your participation and/or performance in this course, please notify me immediately.
3. Disagreements over grades should be resolved the day the grade is assigned. NO grade changes will be made after this time. There are no exceptions.
4. The school’s policy on plagiarism will be strictly enforced. Plagiarism and/or cheating will not be tolerated and will result in an “F” on the assignment or in the course.
5. Let’s make this a positive and fun experience. This means NO PUT-DOWNS or PERSONALITY ATTACKS. Honest disagreements are welcomed – challenge an idea, but never a person. Profane, obscene, or derogatory language is not acceptable.
6. Keep an open mind, relax, and make some new friends!

Things to live by in Public Speaking

PREPARATION, THOUGHT, CREATIVITY, AND ENTHUSIASM!!!

 Me In A Bag

You will prepare and present a short tallk based on the theme, “Me In A Bag.”  You are to fill “any old bag” with three items. The bag and each item chosen should symbolize something about your life. 

1) The first item should describe something about your past.
2) The second item should relate something about your present.

3) The third item should explain something about your future. 

Remember, the bag should also symbolize you in some way.

Everyone will have an opportunity to share their items and explain how each item and the bag exemplifies their life. Be innovative. Choose items that give us insight into your interests, hobbies, career, goals, etc. Make sure the item is not too small or too common. Be creative and have fun!  You will have 2 minutes to show your bag and items to the class.
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	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	1
	2

	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	10
	11
	12

Welcome

Syllabus
	13
	14
 

Me-In-A-Bag Due
	15
	16

	17
	18
	19

 

C1-Questions due
	20
	21

 

C1 contd.
	22

 

Last day to drop w/a refund
	23

	24
	25
	26

Quiz 1

C2-Questions due
	27
	28

 

C2 contd
	29

 

Last day to drop w/o a “W”
	30

	31
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