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Hill SP10


Reedley College

	COURSE NAME: COMM, Public Speaking

Spring 2010

Speech Department




Instructor: Angela K. Hill, M. A.

E-Mail: anghill@bakersfieldcollege.edu
Materials: Nelson, P. E., Titsworth, S., & Pearson, J. C. (2009) iSpeak, Boston: McGraw-Hill.

Class Times:  M, 6:00pm – 8:50pm, Selma High School, room 804

Course Objectives: 

This introductory course focuses on the fundamentals of public speaking and emphasizes presentation, delivery, and evaluation. Upon completion of this course, a student should be able to 1) apply critical thinking skills; 2) support ideas through personal expertise and cited research; 3) analyze characteristics, attitudes and values of different audiences; 4) Effectively use presentation aids to support a message; 5) manage communication apprehension
Course Assignments:
Readings and Participation: Students are responsible for completing assigned readings in advance of each class meeting and actively participating in discussions, activities, and instructional presentations.

The overall grade for the class is based on the following points:


Assignment


       Points Possible      


Cultural Artifact Speech

100


Informative Speech


100

            Persuasive Speech                               150

            Special Occasion Speech                      50

            Moral of the Story                                 20 

            Speech Outlines (3 at 20 points each)   60

            Reading Quizzes (10 points each)         50


Midterm



   50

      
Final Exam                                             50

            Participation



   50

                                             Total=  680

The following numerical guidelines will be used in the assignment of final grades.


680-612 = A

611-544 = B

543-476 = C

475-408 = D

407- 0    = F

Class Policies:

Attendance Policy: Students absent for two class meetings will be dropped in accordance with Reedley College policy. Roll will be taken once during class, AFTER the mandatory break. Two tardies count as one absence. Leaving class early constitutes as tardy. You do not need to tell me if you will miss class or the reasoning behind why you missed a previous class since there are no excused absences. All appointments should be scheduled outside of class. Students are responsible for securing any assignments or materials distributed they may have missed. There are no make-up quizzes, tests, or presentations for absences. The only exceptions are at the instructor’s discretion. 
Students bear all responsibility for dropping this class. Students’ failure to execute a web drop to remove themselves from the roster may result in an “F” in the course. 
Late Assignments: ALL late assignments will be lowered a full letter grade per class session they are late.  If a student is absent from class, it is their responsibility to ensure that any assignments are turned in on time (assignments are considered late if turned in after the end of class). No emailed assignments will be accepted.

Courteous Behavior: Arriving to class late is rude and unacceptable. Also, if you need to use the restroom or step outside of class for any reason, please do so quietly without slamming the door.  In addition, students are asked to keep all computers and cell phones in their purses, backpacks, or pockets while class is in session. If I see a cell phone in use either talking or texting, I will take the item away and return it at the end of class.   

Speech Days: You as a student have an obligation to not only complete your speech assignment, but also be a caring and responsive audience member.  Within your speech grade, there is a listening component that not only looks at your attendance during the speech rounds, but your conduct as an audience member. Points will be lost for napping, talking, playing with your cell phone, doing homework for other classes, using your laptop, etc.  Furthermore, students will be asked to clear off their desks before speeches begin.  If you arrive late during speeches, wait till you hear applause before you enter the class.  
Appearance: Dress appropriately for presentations.  Parts of this course are business-oriented and you are your own best visual aid!  Business casual attire is expected on the day of your presentation. Shorts, baseball hats, flip flops, sweatshirts, and revealing clothing decrease speaker credibility.  Your audience will pay more attention, perceive you to be more prepared, and take you more seriously if you are dressed to impress. You may wear jeans, but you need to dress them up!

THE BOTTOM LINE:  Your grade in this class will depend a lot on your ability to follow directions and your ability to be responsible.  If you can do these two things, it will be difficult to fail the course.  I don’t give grades - you earn grades.  I believe that we all make choices.  Some of the choices you make this semester will largely determine your success in this class.  Don’t confuse the casual atmosphere of the class as an invitation to be a slacker. 

College Policies:

Academic Integrity:  Please refer to the Academic Integrity policy for definitions and repercussions of dishonest activity. Academic honesty is an unassailable requirement of this course. All work is to be your original composition. You will receive zero points for any assignment that is found to be work other than your own.  
Changes to Syllabus: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus and to the class calendar if extenuating circumstances arise.
Assignment Breakdown:

Midterm and Final Exam: The midterm and final exam will be 50 questions for 50 possible points.  They will be will be online, through Blackboard, timed, and will be due by midnight of the day they are assigned (found in class schedule).  The tests will be available online the week prior to the due date. 

***Please be advised, there are NO make up exams or quizzes! If a student misses an exam the grade is a zero. Giving make up exams delays passing back grades to other students and makes the instructor spend extra time creating a different exam.  Therefore, if you know you have a schedule conflict the day of an exam – talk to me before test day.  (The instructor reserves the right to make exceptions if there are serious extenuating circumstances.).

Reading Quizzes: Reading quizzes will be given at the beginning of class each day we discuss a chapter from the text.  Reading quizzes are five questions, multiple choice, and you do NOT need a scantron.  There are NO make-ups for reading quizzes! Even if you make it to class, but are twenty minutes late and have completely missed the reading quiz, you will not be allowed to make it up!

Participation: Your participation is essential to your own learning and the learning of your peers.  There will be many class exercises and failure to engage in them will result in a loss of participation points.  You will also be given class participation points based on the level of verbal engagement of class material as well as attitude towards class discussion.  Points will be taken away for those students who do not fully participate in classroom activities or act appropriately in class.  Examples include using racist or sexist language, directing any degrading or derogatory statements towards your fellow classmates and/or your instructor, texting, sleeping, talking while others are talking, doing homework for another class during class hours, and leaving early or arriving late.  Everyone starts off with 50 points and only loses points throughout the semester for bad conduct.

Moral of the Story: Each Student will be required to tell a personal story to the class without any notes in a natural, conversational style and attach a well known OR made up moral to the story.  The moral must be clearly stated and relate to the story.  Student may choose humorous or serious stories.  A handout will be given in class. Time Limit: 1-3 minutes.

Special Occasion Speech: These speeches are given during certain events and are highly specialized to fit a certain occasion.  There are many different types of speeches from wedding toasts to award acceptances.  This will be a small, final speech and will be discussed further in class with a handout. Time Limit: 1-2 minutes. 

Cultural Artifact Speech:

The purpose of this assignment is to give students an opportunity to get comfortable with the process of public speaking.  One of the first problems beginning speakers face is deciding what to talk about.  Because culture plays an important role in the way people live their lives, students will be required to discuss culture in this first presentation.  Culture relates to language, values, traditions, dress, and music.  It is therefore not restricted to ethnicity.  Through this activity you will learn about other cultures as well as increase your understanding of public speaking.

Bring to class an artifact or object that symbolizes your cultural identity and explain it to the class. Use three main points to answer questions like: What does your artifact mean to you? How did you get interested in it? How does it symbolize your culture? Etc.

Procedures: Develop a 4-6 minute speech that includes:

1. Develop one theme (thesis) that is symbolized in the cultural artifact you bring to class.
a. i.e. Jewelry, clothing, food, paintings, career, holidays, sports, hobbies, family traditions…

2.   The artifact is a starting point to your overall theme about your culture. 

3. Use an introduction that captures the audience’s attention, gives us a “why” statement, and introduces the artifact in your thesis statement.

4.   Include transition sentences between main points and a conclusion with summary

      statement and clincher.

5. Use an extemporaneous speaking style. Note cards or outlines are allowed; however,

      deductions will be made for reading.

6. A 2-3 page preparation outline is due the day of your presentation.  In the formal

      outline you give me, your thesis statement, transition sentences, and summary

      statement should be bolded and labeled.  No reference page required.

7.   Outline Format: Double spaced, 12 pt font, Times New Roman, APA or MLA style

       citation

8.   The outline you turn in to me must be free of extra pencil or pen markings with no 

      highlights. If you wish to mark on your outline to help during your speech, bring a

      second, clean copy for me. 

Informative Speech Assignment:
The objective of this assignment is to provide students with experience in informative speaking.  Each presentation should be audience adapted, organized, extemporaneous and informative.  Using the forms of support discussed in the text, develop construct a speech that addresses one of the following:

1. Speech about objects:  This speech is about a tangible object. 

2. Speech about procedures:  This speech focuses on how something works. 

3. Speeches about people.  This speech about famous or significant people.

4. Speeches about events:  This speech describes a significant occasion or experience.

5. Speeches about ideas:  This speech explains ideas, theories, principles or worldviews.

Procedures:  Select one of the above and develop a 5-7 minute presentation.

1. The speech should be carefully organized and contain an introduction with a clear “why” statement and thesis statement, transitions, oral citations, and conclusion with summary and clincher.

2. Must have at least two outside sources (online journals, books, magazines, newspapers, and no more than ONE website (unless approved by instructor), and no wikipedia). Must orally cite all sources used during speech.  

3.  MUST use a visual aid. (can be a video clip, music clip, poster board with pictures, artifact. Has to be large enough for the audience to see.)

4.   Use an extemporaneous speaking style (note cards or outline are acceptable).

5.  A 2-3 page preparation outline is due the day of your presentation.  In the formal

       outline you give me, your thesis statement, transition sentences, and summary

       statement should be bolded and labeled, with reference page/work cited page.

6.   Outline Format: Double spaced, 12 pt font, Times New Roman, APA or MLA style

       citation.

7.  The outline you turn in to me must be free of extra pencil or pen markings with no 

      highlights. If you wish to mark on your outline to help during your speech, bring a

      second, clean copy for me. 

Persuasive Speech Assignment:

The objective of this assignment is to provide students with experience in persuasive speaking.  This assignment represents a culmination of the components of public speaking that have been examined in this class. 

Select one of the major persuasive functions discussed in the text.  Your persuasive goal may be to adjust listener attitudes, beliefs, and values, urge action or answer opposing views.  Even though a persuasive message may entail each of these functions, for purposes of this assignment, focus on one.  

1. Adjusting Attitudes, Beliefs and Values:  This speech should focus on the reasons why the audience should accept the position the speaker is advocating.  

2. Action:  This speech calls for audience members to act in a particular fashion.    The action should be workable and provide some degree of solvency.

3. Opposing Views:  This speech requires the speaker to refute a commonly held principle, policy, or idea.

Procedures:  Prepare and deliver a 6-8 minute presentation as discussed above.

1. The speech should be carefully organized and contain an introduction with a clear “why”

      statement and thesis statement, transitions, oral citations, and conclusion with summary

      and clincher.  

2. Arguments should be carefully organized and supported with contemporary credible evidence cited orally in your speech, at least once PER source.  Minimum of 3 sources required (of which only ONE can be a website, NO wikipedia).

3. Well developed and thought out visual aid must be used to support your speech.

4.  Use an extemporaneous speaking style (note cards or outline are acceptable).

5. A 2-3 page preparation outline is due the day of your presentation.  In the formal

       outline you give me, your thesis statement, transition sentences, and summary

       statement should be bolded and labeled, with reference page/work cited page.

6.   Outline Format: Double spaced, 12 pt font, Times New Roman, APA or MLA style

       citation.

7.  The outline you turn in to me must be free of extra pencil or pen markings with no 

      highlights. If you wish to mark on your outline to help during your speech, bring a

      second, clean copy for me. 

Course Calendar

	Date
	Topic
	Activity/ Reading

	Week 1

Jan. 11
	Course Introduction & Why Public Speaking?
	3 Things

Assign Moral of the Story

	Week 2

Jan. 18
	Martin Luther King Jr. Day
	Holiday - No Class

Ch. 1

	Week 3

Jan. 25
	Communication Model and Presentation Prep 


	Ch. 2 & Ch. 3

Reading Quizzes Ch. 2 & Ch. 3

Moral of the Story

Assign Cultural Artifact Speech

	Week 4

Feb. 1
	Managing your Public Speaking Anxiety & Audience Centered Speaking
	Ch. 4

Reading Quiz Ch. 4

Communication Apprehension Assessment

Audience Grid Activity

Assign Speaking Groups

	Week 5

Feb. 8
	Introductions and Conclusions

Organization and Outlining


	 Ch. 6

Reading Quiz Ch. 6

Outlining Activity

	Week 6

Feb. 15
	Washington Day 
	Holiday – No Class

	Week 7

Feb. 22
	Cultural Artifact Speeches
	Speaking Groups ALL

	Week 8

Mar. 1
	Presenting to Inform 

Finding Information and Supporting your Ideas
	Ch. 10 & 5

Reading Quizzes Ch. 10 & 5

Assign Informative Speech

	Week 9

Mar. 8
	WSCA Convention, Alaska

Midterm – Online through Blackboard. DUE: by 11:59 of March 8, 2010.
	No Class

	Week 10

Mar. 15
	Delivery & Language
	Ch. 7 & 8

Reading Quizzes Ch. 7 & 8

Exercise: Story Telling & Communication Pictionary

	Week 11

Mar. 22
	Informative Speeches


	Speaking Groups A, B & C

	Week 12

Mar. 29
	Spring Break – No Class
	

	Week 13

Apr. 5
	Informative Speeches

Presenting to Persuade


	Speaking Groups D & E

Ch. 11

Reading Quiz Ch. 11

Assign Persuasive Speeches

	Week 14

Apr. 12
	Visual Aids & in class time for questions, practice, research.
	Ch. 9

Reading Quiz Ch. 9

	Week 15

Apr. 19
	Speaking on Special Occasions
	Ch. 12

Reading Quiz Ch. 12

Example Speech: Nomination

	Week 16

Apr. 26
	Persuasive Speeches
	Speaking Groups D & E



	Week 17

May 3
	Persuasive Speeches
	Speaking Groups A, B & C

	Week 18

May 10
	Special Occasion Speeches
	ALL Speaking Groups

	Finals

May 17
	Final Exam – Online through Blackboard

DUE: by 11:59 May 17, 2010


	No Class


*The instructor reserves the right to increase points for students who are on the margin; this will be done on the basis of attitude and participation throughout the semester and is solely at the discretion of the instructor.








