REEDLEY COLLEGE

INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY (SOC 1A-74171)

SPRING 2010
INSTRUCTOR:             Ms. Shilpa Ranganathan
ROOM AND PLACE:   SELMA HIGH SCHOOL, Room # 407
                                          WEDNESDAY (6-8.50 P.M.)

E-MAIL:

    shilpa.ranganathan@fresnocitycollege.edu
(NOTE: FOR THIS COURSE THE INSTRUCTOR WILL BE AVAILABLE TO ANSWER QUESTIONS THAT YOU HAVE A FEW MINUTES BEFORE CLASS BEGINS AND A FEW MINUTES AFTER CLASS ENDS)

IMPORTANT DATES

January 18th – Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (Holiday)
January 22nd – Last day to drop a class and be eligible for a fee refund.
January 29th – Last day to add a class.

February 12th – Lincoln’s Day (Holiday)

February 15th – Washington’s Day (Holiday)

March 12th – Last day to withdraw from college or to be dropped from 18-week classes (no drops after this date).
March 29th to April 2nd – Spring Break (Classes reconvene on April 5th)

INTRODUCTION

What makes the discipline of sociology interesting is the convergence of the human element and the societal element into one broad theoretical framework.  Our interpretations of our experiences as members of a society are subjectively constructed.   Therefore, this course has been designed toward discovering, objectively thinking about and critically analyzing a wide range of areas and issues that orient the discipline – and in the process, adding newer and more objective dimensions to our experiences of the world around us.  

Prerequisite: None

Corequisite:  None

Advisory:     Eligibility for English 125 and 126 or English 153 or ESL 67 and 68       recommended.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Basic concepts, theoretical approaches, and methods of sociology. Analysis and explanation of social systems, socialization, and self, institutions, stratification, inter-/intra-group dynamics, multi-/cross-cultural relations, demography, deviance, collective behavior, social change, and global trends.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to demonstrate, by his or her performance(s) on discussions, class presentations, written assignments, and/or standardized examinations the following outcomes:

1. Identify and describe major sociological concepts, theories and research methodologies. 
2. Examine and demonstrate how cultural, political and economic institutions shape, guide, and influence human behavior and social interaction.

3. Identify and describe the global perspective on social issues and problems such as those pertaining to race, ethnicity, sex and gender, family, religion, education and the economy.

4. Assess and explain the major elements of social change as societies increasingly come together to form one big global village.  

5. Demonstrate the capacity to critically read, think and write effectively about social issues. 

REQUIRED TEXT AND MATERIALS (Available at FCC Bookstore)

Essentials of Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach (Custom-made for Reedley College), Ed. by James M. Henslin. 
Materials needed for examinations: 4 Scantrons (882-E-LOVAS) and #2 pencils

CLASSROOM REGULATIONS

1. Class participation is encouraged.  You are expected to arrive at class meetings having read the assigned readings for the day.  Please feel free to ask questions, either in class or when you meet me in person.  Serious, appropriate and academic classroom discussion and debate will be encouraged in this class.  

2. Pagers, cell phones and other media devices must be turned off before class begins.  Text messaging during class or leaving class to answer calls will not be tolerated.  You will be asked to leave and will count as one absence. 
3. Please do not sleep in class.  It is highly disrespectful to the instructor.  I will wake you up and ask you to leave. 
4. Chatting during class hours with other fellow students will not be tolerated.  It is disruptive and rude behavior.  I will give you one warning and if the behavior continues on the same day or I find you chatting again on another day, I will ask you to leave the class. Being asked to leave early on account of disruptive behavior will count as one absence per incident.  

5. Classroom visitors are not allowed.  Please do not step out of class during class hours in order to greet a visitor.  Please notify me in case of an emergency situation and you will be excused.  

6. There is no scope for extra credit in this class.  You will have to fulfill all the course requirements. 
7. Please behave in a professional manner during class hours. You are in class for a purpose and so is everybody else.  

8. CHEATING and PLAGIARISM will NOT BE TOLERATED in this class.  If I find you cheating on an exam or plagiarizing or copying your friend’s work, I will give you a failing grade. The incident will then be reported to the Dean of Students and it will go on your permanent record.
ATTENDANCE POLICY

The College requires regular attendance.  It is very important that you attend every class.  I will take attendance everyday.  Plan on staying for the entire duration of class. Do not give attendance and leave. I will mark you as absent.  If you do not attend the first day of class, you will be dropped as a no show.  
Anyone who misses six days of class before the final drop date will be dropped.  It is your responsibility to keep a track of your absences.  When you reach seven absences I will automatically drop you and inform you the next time you are in class. There is no possibility for reinstatement unless I made a mistake in dropping you. 
If you are no longer interested in attending the class you are responsible for dropping it (Check with Reedley College - Admissions and Records Office for drop deadlines).  
If you are late to class, kindly see me.  If you are late or leave early twice, it will count as one absence.  In case of an emergency, kindly notify me as soon as possible.   In such a situation, I will ask for the required documentation (e.g., a doctor’s note in case of an illness, etc.).  

ACCOMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES AND/OR SPECIAL NEEDS

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me on the first day of class.

PLAGIARISM AND ACADEMIC DISHONESTY POLICY

You are expected to do your own work in this class.  Cheating and plagiarism in any form will not be tolerated in this class and will result in a failing grade.  Kindly refer to the FCC catalog for school policies regarding academic dishonesty. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Your grade for this course will be based on the pop quizzes, class participation activities, writing assignments and the exams. 

“SURPRISE” POP QUIZZES (5*5 = 25 points)

During the course of this semester, I will conduct 5 surprise pop quizzes.  Each pop quiz will consist of 5 “fill-in-the-blank”/“true or false” questions.  Students who arrive to class after the pop quiz has been handed out will not be able to make it up.  Students who walk in while the pop quiz is being held will not be able to make it up either. 
CLASS PARTICIPATION/IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES (5*5 = 25 points)

During the course of the semester, I will conduct certain activities in class that will require your participation.  In-class activities include discussions following a movie presentation, group debates and discussions or a short write up and presentation about a topic.  These activities will be given on the spot and you will not be intimated about it beforehand.  

SHORT WRITING ASSIGNMENTS (4 * 25 = 100 points)

There are four writing assignments.  These assignments will be handed out during class hours and outlines will be put up on BlackBoard as well. The assignments will be due on the dates mentioned in the “course schedule”.  You will be notified of these due dates in class.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check for these due dates.  The assignments have to be 3 pages long (3 pages means 3 pages), typed, double-spaced and handed over to me before class begins. No late work will be accepted/graded. The work will be graded based on how well you have understood the instructions, content, and material incorporated from class lectures. Please do not put your assignments in my mailbox.  They will not be graded. Please do not email the assignments to me. They will not be graded in the email format.  Kindly save your typewritten copies of the assignments in your email folder or the hard drive of your computer as a back up.  

EXAMS ( 3 * 100 = 300 points)

Four exams are scheduled.  Everybody has to take the final exam that is comprehensive (i.e., covering all the chapters taught).  However, you will have the option of missing/dropping one of the first three exams.  At the end of the semester your lowest exam grade will be automatically dropped.  This means that “no make-up exams” will be held.  So use the “freebie exam” option with discretion.  The exam will consist of multiple choice, “fill-in-the-blank” type questions and true/false questions.  The first three exams will consist of 50 questions and will be worth 100 points.  The duration for the final is one hour and 50 minutes.  The final exam will consist of 100 questions and will be worth 100 points.  The exams will cover the chapters assigned, notes given in class, class discussions and videos shown in class. I will put up study guides on Blackboard before the exam. The study guides are only meant to provide structure and direction to your exam preparation.  Cell-phone use during exams is absolutely forbidden.  Any student who uses the cell phone during exam hours will receive a failing grade on that exam.
GRADING

The grades for this course will be computed as follows: 

Pop Quizzes (5*5)  


          25

In-class Activities (5*5)                               25

Writing Assignments (4*25) 
                    100

Exams (3*100) 

                    300





                  --------

Total points


                    450

The grading scale is as follows:

A= 450-405; 

B= 404-360; 

C= 359-315; 

D= 314-270; 

F= 269 AND BELOW.

COURSE SCHEDULE
JANUARY
Week 1 and Week 2 -   Introduction; Chapter 1: Sociological Perspective                                            

Week 3 - Chapter 2: Culture

FEBRUARY
Week 1 – Discuss First Writing Assignment; Chapter on Culture (contd.); 

Chapter 3: Socialization

Week 2 - First Writing Assignment due on February 9th
First Exam on February 16th
Week 3 and Week 4 – Chapter on Socialization (contd.) and                                                    Chapter 4: Social Interaction; Discuss 2nd Writing Assignment
MARCH
Week 1 – Chapter 5: Groups and Organizations

Week 2 – Second Writing Assignment due on March 11th; Movie

Week 3 – Second Exam on March 16th; Chapter 7: Deviance and Crime

Week 4 – Chapter 8: Social Stratification; Discuss 3rd writing assignment

APRIL
Week 2 – Chapter 8 (contd.); Chapter 10: Gender Stratification
Third Assignment due on April 8th
Week 3 - Chapter 11: Race and Ethnicity

Week 4 - Third Exam on April 20th
Week 5 - Discuss Fourth Writing Assignment
MAY

Week 1 - Chapter 12: Economics and Politics
Chapter 13: Family and religion
 Week 2 - Fourth Writing Assignment due on May 13th
Final Exam on May 19th (6-8.50 p.m.)
(This schedule is tentative and can change.  Look out for announcements in class for possible schedule changes. 

ADDENDUM TO SYLLABUS

*CHANGES TO COURSE SCHEDULE

Due date for First Writing Assignment: February 10th
First exam on February 17th
Due date for Second Writing Assignment: March 10th
Second Exam on March 17th
Due date for Third Writing Assignment: April 14th
Third Exam on April 21st
Due date for Fourth Writing Assignment: May 12th
Final Exam on May 19th
