REEDLEY COLLEGE

SYLLABUS FOR MATH 256

Course #56841

Fall Semester, 2010

Instructor:


Cindy Montgomery

Office:



F.E.M. #1G (or H)

Office Hours:


10:00-10:30 A.M. M, T,W, F, Th 10-11 A.M.
Office Phone:


638-3641   ext. 3799

E-Mail:


cindy.Montgomery@reedleycollege.edu 

Required Textbook:
Pre-Algebra (3rd edition)  by Carson (The special edition of sold in bookstore may have a different ISBN #)  for purchase on the Web, use ISBN #13:  978-0-321-49993-6 or #10:  321-0-321-49993-6X

Course Prerequisites:
Successful completion of Math 250  or  placement test indicated eligibility for Math 101.

Course Description:
A pre-algebra class designed to cover the basic concepts taught in an Elementary Algebra (Math 101) class.  Topics covered will include integers, algebraic expressions and polynomials, equations, graphing linear equations and inequalities, and rules of exponents. This course is designed for the student who has successfully completed MATH 250 or MATH 260 but does not feel confident enough in his/her skills to be able to take on the fast pace of a traditional MATH 101 class.

Required Materials for Class:

1. Pencils, eraser, and a highlighter pen.

2. Small stapler (try the dollar store).

3. Textbook

4. Graph paper and notebook paper

5. Three ring binder

Blackboard:  This course will utilize blackboard for announcements, lectures, and notes, etc. You can access blackboard from the Reedley College homepage 

Your login and password to blackboard if you haven’t signed in before is as follows:

Login ID: “your student ID#”

Password: “your student ID#”
Expected Behavior and Attendance

1. If you are absent the first class or if you have 3 absences, you may be dropped from the course.  Please notify me if you are going to be absent more than one day.   Absences will not be excused under most circumstances.   If you wish to drop the course, it is your responsibility to do so.  You must turn a completed “change of program” form into the admissions & records office to drop the class.
2. You can be dropped from the class or have participation/homework points deducted for any behavior that is disrespectful of fellow students or the instructor. including, but not limited to the following behaviors
A)  
Talking while I am talking and/or any distracting behavior.

B)  
Failure to cooperate/participate in group-activities.

D)  
Leaving class early without prior instructor notification.
E) 
Excessive tardiness and/or absences.
F)
Use of Pagers, cell-phones, CD/DVD/MP3 players, and any other electronic device in the class (except for calculators when allowed).  All of these devices should be silenced and out of sight upon entering the class.

G)
Attitudes detrimental to the learning process will be not be tolerated in class.

Written Homework:

There will be written homework assignments for the semester.  These assignments will be collected in class the next class meeting after I finish the lecture on a section.  All work must be shown in order to receive full credit for these assignments.  No Late assignments are accepted.  I will answer any HW questions at the beginning of each class before HW is collected.  Your homework will be graded on completeness, neatness, and effort.  Problems must be written out in pencil and all work must be shown in order to receive credit.  Please staple your HW in the top left corner and clearly highlight the section number at the top of each page.  If you come to class after the HW has been collected or are absent it will not be accepted for full credit.  All late HW must be turned in by the following class meeting for half-credit.  If you are absent, you are still responsible for any HW assignments.  It is your responsibility to keep up with the pace of the class.  
In-Class Assignments:  

There will be quizzes and/or in-class assignments and possibly group projects assigned throughout the semester.  No in class assignments can be made up so attendance is very important.  These assignments will be included as part of your HW grade.
Chapter Tests/Quizzes:  
There are no make-ups for missed tests/quizzes.  No exceptions.  

Final Exam:
A final exam worth 100 points will be given at the end of the semester during finals week.  

Final:  Monday, May 17, 12-1:50 P.M.

Grading:

•
Chapter Exams and the Final will be worth 80-90% of your grade.  At the end of the semester, your lowest exam score will be replaced by your score on the final.

•
Homework, quizzes and in-class work or group work will be worth 10-20% of your grade.






Grade

Percent
Grade


90 - 100
A


80 –89
B


70 – 79
C


60 – 69
D

 0 – 59





F 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media  (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact the instructor of this course immediately.

Course Objectives:  In the process of completing this course, students will:

1. use integers and the order of operations to evaluate expressions.

2. simplify polynomials by combining like terms.

3. simplify algebraic expressions, including the removal of grouping symbols.

4. simplify exponential expressions.

5. factor the G.C.F. out of polynomials.

6. add, subtract, and multiply polynomials.

7. solve and check linear equations of different levels of complexity.

8. solve, graph, and check linear equations in two different variables.

9. solve, graph, and check inequalities in one and two variables.

10. utilize rules of exponents  (positive and negative exponents)

Course Outcomes:  Upon the completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. apply sign rules for the addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of  integers.

2. apply their knowledge of sign rules, the order of operations, the removal of grouping symbols, and exponential expressions to the complete simplification of algebraic expressions.

3. apply the skill of factoring the G.C.F. out of a polynomial  to the solution of equations by factoring in Math 101.

4. apply the seven basic steps for solving and checking linear equations in one variable.

5. utilize the rectangular coordinate system to graph linear equations and inequalities in two variables.

6. successfully complete Math 101.

This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor

