
Math 101-56824

     Beginning Algebra 


REEDLEY COLLEGE

RAJWANT KAUR                                                                  
 
 Meeting Days: Daily

E-Mail: Rajwant-kaur@att.net





Meeting Room: FEM 4

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Operations with signed numbers, algebraic expressions, linear equations and their graphs, inequalities, exponents, radical expressions and equations, factoring, rational expressions and equations, quadratic equations and applications.

TEXT:
(Optional) Charles P. McKeague, Elementary and Intermediate Algebra, Saunders College Publishing, 3rd   Edition, 2008.

Required Web Access:  WebAssign can be purchased from the bookstore with text, at www.webassign.net. All the homework will be posted on web assign as we finishes a section. 
MATERIALS NEEDED:

Preprinted note packet 
3-ring binder

Binder Paper


Pencil(s)
Calculator if needed
ATTENDANCE:  Students are expected to attend all class meetings, be on time, and be in class the entire class session.  Calling me to tell me you will be absent does not excuse you.  STUDENTS LEAVING CLASS BEFORE THE END OF CLASS WILL BE COUNTED AS BEING ABSENT!  Three (3) absences may result in a drop from the course.  However, if you decide to drop the course, it is your responsibility to make the drop official in the Administrations and Records office or else possibly receive a grade of F.
BEHAVIORAL STANDARD:  Your classmates and I would greatly appreciate that students in the class take care of any personal needs (i.e., using the restroom, getting a drink, sharpening a pencil) before class begins.  Please turn your phone off when entering the class.  You may not use your phone as a calculator.  I would appreciate that you not bring guests to class. Students are required to participate in all class discussions and activities.  You may not start the homework during class.  You may not study for another class or read a book during class. 

EXPECTED BEHAVIOR AND ATTENDENCE

· Any behavior that is disrespectful of fellow students or the instructor.

· Talking while I am talking and/or any distracting behavior.

· Failure to cooperate/ participate in group activities.

· Leaving class early without prior instructor notification.

· You can be dropped from the class or have participation/homework points deducted for any of the following behaviors or will be referred to the Dean.

· Excessive tardiness and/or absences.

· Cellular phone use or leaving beeper on in class absolutely prohibited in class! If I see a text or call placed in my classroom I will ask you to leave and mark you absent.  After a second offense you will be referred to the Dean. 

TARDIES: Students are expected to be on time.  It is distracting, rude and unfair to fellow classmates and to the instructor when a student is late.  If you are not present when roll is taken you will be counted as absent.

HOMEWORK: Homework is done using WebAssign on the computer.  NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED!  

Note:  Being absent the day homework is collected does not entitle you to turn it in late!

Participation Grade:  Each student will begin the semester with twenty-four (24) participation points. Participation in this class will be a part of the grade for this course.  Since you cannot participate if you are not in class, each absence will result in the loss of six (6) participation points, and each tardy will cost you three (3) points.  If you are absent more than four (4) times, you will continue to lose points per absence or tardy, but now these points will be taken from other earned points, such as homework and tests.  If you leave class early you will lose three (3) participation points!

TESTS:  There are no makeup exams for missed tests.  NO EXCEPTIONS!

FINAL EXAM: A two hour comprehensive final exam worth 100 points will be given at the end of the 18-week session during the FINAL WEEK.  This final exam is mandatory   and counts as another exam.  However, it may also be used to replace a low test score or a missed test.  The final may not be used to replace the homework grade or participation grade. 
GRADING:


HOMEWORK:  All of your homework scores will be added up and divided by the total possible points for the semester.  This number is then multiplied by 100 to give a score between 0 and 100. Your homework grade is worth 20% of your final grades.  
TESTS:  All of your test percentages will be averaged.  This will give you a score between 0 and 100. Your test score is worth 70% of your final grades.  

PARTICIPATION:  Your participation points will be divided by 24(total possible) and then multiplied by 100 to give a score between 0 and 100.  Participation counts for 10% of your grade.

Example:  If your homework grade is 75 and your test grade is 90, AND participation is 90 then you would compute your grade as follows:  


 (.20)(75) + (.70) (90) + (.10) (90) = 15 + 63 +9= 87

Percent of Total Points
Grade

88-100

A

78-87

B

65-77

C

55-64

D

0-54

F
SPECIAL NEEDS REQUESTS:  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities (ADA) act including alternate media requests, please notify your course instructor immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Course Objectives

In the process of completing this course, the student will:

A) Learn the real number system, its subsets and how to perform operations on numbers from these subsets.

B) Simplify algebraic expressions and solve linear equations and inequalities

C) Graph linear equations in two variables and solve systems of linear equations.

D) Simplify expressions using the properties of exponents and perform operations with polynomials.

E) Factor algebraic expressions and solve equations of degree greater than one.

F) Perform arithmetic operations on rational expressions and solve equations containing rational expressions.

Course Outcomes

Upon completing this course students will demonstrate the ability to:

A) Add, subtract, multiply, and divide integers and rational numbers.

B) Apply the concept of like terms, to simplify expressions, and the addition and multiplication properties of equality to solve linear equations and inequalities.

C) Generate solutions to equations with two variables, use these solutions to graph the equation and determine the intercepts of the equation both from the graph generated and the given equation; solve systems of equations through the use of graphs, the addition method and the method of substitution.

D) Apply the properties of exponents to the multiplication, division, addition and subtraction of both monomials and polynomials.

E) Find the greatest common factor of an algebraic expression as the first step to its factorization; factor binomials, trinomials, and expressions with four or more terms.  Apply the techniques of factoring to solve equations of degree greater than one.

F) Reduce, add, subtract, multiply and divide expressions containing algebraic rational expressions; apply concepts of solving equations to the solving of equations containing rational expressions.

COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE:

A)
Number Systems and Operations (Chapter 1, 17 Hours)


1.
The set of real numbers and its subsets


2.
Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of real numbers

B)
Linear Equations and Inequalities (Chapter 2, 13 Hours)


1.
Simplifying expressions


2.
Solving equations using the addition and multiplication properties of equality


3.
Applying the addition and multiplication properties to solve formulas


4.
Applying the addition and multiplication properties to solve inequalities


5.
Applications

C)
Graphing and Linear Systems (Chapter 3, 12 Hours)


1)
Graphing ordered pairs


2)
Finding solutions to linear equations in two variables


3)
Finding axis intercepts and using them to graph the equation


4)
Solving systems by graphing, addition, and substitution method


5)
Applications of systems

D)
Exponents and Polynomials (Chapter 4, 11 Hours)


1)
Multiplication and division with exponents


2)
Operations with monomials


3)
Addition, subtractions, multiplication, and division of polynomials


4)
Special products

E)
Factoring (Chapter 5, 12 Hours)


1)
Greatest common factor


2)
Factoring by grouping


3)
Factoring trinomials


4)
Special factoring


5)
Solving equations by factoring


6)
Applications

F)
Rational Expressions (Chapter 6, 12 Hours)


1)
Reducing rational expressions


2)
Multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction of rational expressions


3)
Solving equations with rational expressions


4)
Solving proportions

5)
Applications


6)
Simplifying complex fractions

Important Dates

	January 18 (M)
	Martin Luther King, Jr. Day observed (no classes)

	January 22 (F)
	Last day to drop a full-term class for a refund

	January 29 (F)
	Last day to drop a fall full-term class to avoid a “W”.

	February 12 (F)
	Lincoln Day (no classes)

	February 15 (M)
	Washington Day observed (no classes)

	February 16 (T)
	Last day to change from a Pass/No-Pass grading basis

	March 12 (F)
	Last day to drop a full-term class (letter grades assigned after this date)

	March 29 - April 2 (M-F)
	Spring recess 

	May 17-21 (M-F)
	Spring 2010 final exams week
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