College Writing Skills – English 72/72A 

Spring 2010 

Instructor:
Rebecca Snyder-Ray

Class Time and location:
M 2:00-2:50 in HUM 58 and online

Contact Infomation: 
Phone:  559-638-3641 x3273;  Email: rebecca.snyder@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours:
HUM 60:  Monday, Wednesday 12-1, Tuesday, Thursday 1-2, Friday 9-10.  

Appointments:
Please make an appointment if you are unable to meet during my regular office hours.
This course focuses on the theories and practices involved in training successful writing tutors.  A wide variety of topics will be covered.  The success of this course will largely be due to your input and participation.  Although there are particular issues and writers that I feel are necessary to bring into the discussion, I encourage you to come forward with your own concerns and topics.  

The continuation of your being a paid Writing Center tutor the following semester will in part be based upon your performance in English 72/72A.

Course Outcomes: 

By the end of this course, students will be able to:

1. Apply writing theory and philosophy to specific writers’ needs.

2. Help writers to understand assignments and ways to go about completing them.

3. Demonstrate an understanding of the writing tutor’s role in the framework of writing instruction on campus.

4. Conduct writing conferences with diverse student writers across the disciplines.

5. Collaborate productively with student writers through the writing process.

6. Reflect on their own writing process and growth in their own skills and learning.

Minimum Class Requirements:

· Attendance:  Class participation is vital.  You may be dropped from the course and your tutoring duties if your absences are excessive. 

· Reading assignments: Reading assignments will be given and discussed in class or via Blackboard’s Discussion Board. Check Blackboard regularly for announcements and assignments.
· Reading responses: You will be required to complete reading responses in conjunction with the reading assignments.  Responses are due in class the day of discussion.  Grades will be given to these responses based on the care, critical thinking, and thoughtfulness you give to the assignment.

· Observation / CSUF visit assignment:  In the first half of the semester, you will be asked to observe a CSU-Fresno Writing Center (or alternate) tutoring session.  You will then write a response based on what you observed.  Some topics to consider are:  what were the tutor’s strengths/weaknesses, what were you surprised by, how would you have handled it differently, how did the tutor negotiate the session (what did s/he do first, second, third), overall, what did you learn about yourself, tutoring, writing, etc.  Again, grades will be given to this observation based on the care, critical thinking, and thoughtfulness you give to the assignment.

· Additional assignments: Small, instructive assignments may be added throughout the semester.  These will be counted as part of your participation grade.  

· End-of-the-semester project:  There is an opportunity for a wide range of projects that can be completed.  See binder in for project ideas.
Grading: 
Reading responses=25%


Observation=25%

Participation=25% 

End-of-semester project=25%

Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have.  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

