English 48 Reedley College

American Literature

Kate Fourchy

kate.fourchy@reedleycollege.edu
Office: Hum 52 638-3641 ext. 3406

Office Hours: M 1-3, W 11-12 and by arrangement

Last day to drop without a letter grade: March 12

Required Text: The American Tradition in Literature by Perkins. Many of the selections in the first half of the semester are public domain, so you can Google the author and title and read off the web. In addition, we will read Tom Sawyer. Any edition is fine as long as it is not an abridged version.
English 48 is a survey of American Literature, beginning with the Pilgrims, progressing chronologically through the centuries, and concluding in the present. We will explore American ideas as they relate to God, nature, science, business and industry, men’s and women’s roles, societal change and much more.

I hope you will take advantage of my office hours, especially if this is your first online class. Online classes, while convenient, are missing the human connection that is a really important part of learning. If you can’t make it into the office, feel free to email or call with any question no matter how insignificant you think your issue might be. It is important that you get off to a good start. An online class requires a lot of initiative and determination-try not to get behind as it becomes difficult to catch up.

The class itself is conducted online, primarily in the form of answers you compose to questions I ask on the discussion board, and then your responses to your classmates’ postings. This is NOT optional, in fact, the discussion board accounts for 50% of your grade. Each week is graded on a 50 point scale:

· 50 – original thought, thorough support from the text, and the writing is clear

· 40 – original OR thorough, and the writing is clear
· 30 – a valid answer to the question with some support

· 20 – a valid answer to the question, needs support

· 10- a response (writing may be in text message language, no support etc.)

Again, the discussion board accounts for 50% of your grade. Another 30% is three essays (7th week, 10th week and 13th week) and the final paper is worth 20%. Essays must be composed using Microsoft Word, adhering to MLA style guidelines for parenthetical documentation, including a Works Cited page. All essays must be submitted to Blackboard. When the prompt for the first essay is posted, I will post specific and detailed directions for submitting an essay to Blackboard.

Plagiarism
Occasionally, I will spot check essays by submitting them to turnitin.com-a website that has access to any document on the internet including previously submitted essays. Plagiarism depresses me, and you will fail. I am far more interested in your own thinking than some joker on spark notes. 

All essays are due by midnight of the due date.

