English 3

Instructor: Jordan Morgan

Email: jordanm45@hotmail.com

Office Hours: TBA

Course Description

English 3 is designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A.  This course will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytical argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of non-fiction.

Course Materials

Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument, with Readings, 8th Edition, Barnet and Bedau

Course Policies
Attendance

Three absences are permitted.  More than three and you may not pass the class.  Being tardy counts as half of an absence.  Being tardy twenty minutes or more will count as an entire absence.  It is your responsibility to come to class prepared, even after absences.  This means that you will have to find out what was assigned during your absence before you return to class.

Papers/Essays

Many writing assignments will be given this semester, so get ready to write a lot.  Summary, critical analysis, and synthesis are the focus of these writings and should emphasize strategies like causal analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, refutation and interpretation.  All out of class work is to be typed and double-spaced, with standard one-inch margins and twelve-point font.  Times New Roman is preferred.  Your name, the class section, and my name are to be single spaced on the left side at the top of the first page.

Late Papers

Late papers will not be accepted at any point in the semester unless you have a proven reason for not having your work in on time.

Reading Journals

Reading journals may be assigned at any time dependent on class participation and preparation during the semester.  If you don’t want to do these journals, show up prepared and willing to talk.

Other Work

Regular participation in class is necessary.  Failure to participate may result in an absence.  Remember, three absences of any kind may result in you not passing the class.

Grading

Your grade will be computed on a 1000-point scale.  A final percentage can be determined by dividing your total points at the end of the term by 10.

Summaries (4)


200 points

Critical Analyses (2)

200 points

Synthesis Paper

500 points

Participation


100 points

100-90%
A

89-80%
B

79-70%
C

69-60%
D

59-0%

F

Cheating and Plagiarism

Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education

that the college can make available to them, and they, their

instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility

to ensure that this education is honestly attained. Because

cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode

the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert

an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic

dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur

serious consequences.

Cheating

Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination

or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or

deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers,

in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage.

Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from

another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or

receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s

permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate

to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other

than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or

failing to disclose research results completely.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s

words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving

credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited

to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all

work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing

to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration,

submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses

without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved,

or failing to observe computer security systems and software

copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in

any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range

from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper,

project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the

course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on

the severity and frequency of the incidents.
Course Schedule

Week 1 –Week 6: The Academic Summary

Reading for this section will include: “Gay Marriages, Make Them Legal”, “Gay Marriage, An Oxymoron”, “Concealed Carry Prevents Violent Crimes”, “Why Handguns Must Be Outlawed”, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”, “The Declaration of Independence”, et. al.

This section will help us hone the critical skill of accurate representation of an argument.  It will also include an introduction to critical analysis and practice in analyzing the essays read.

Week 7 – Week 12: The Critical Analysis

Reading for this section will include: “Condoms, the New Diploma”, “A Pyrrhic Victory”, “Death and Justice, How Capital Punishment Affirms Life”, “The Death Penalty”, “A Modest Proposal”, “Let’s Put Pornography Back in the Closet”, “A First Amendment Junkie”, “Harrison Bergeron”, et. al.

This section will help us learn to dissect and analyze arguments so that we can both recognize effective argument and begin to craft effective arguments of our own.  These skills will make the synthesis essay an easier, and more successful, undertaking.

Week 13 – Finals: The Synthesis Essay

Readings for this section will include: “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas”, “Drug Policy and the Intellectuals”, “There’s No Justice in the War on Drugs”, and many individually chosen articles and essays that will be used to craft the synthesis essay.

This section is the culmination of the term.  The time when we take all of the analytical and argumentative skills that we have learned and apply them to our own persuasive piece of writing. 

This syllabus may change as needed throughout the semester.

