English 3—53053
TTH 8:00-9:15—POR 2
Spring 2010

K. LaSalle

Contact: kelly.lasalle@reedleycollege.edu
Course Description
English 3 is designed to further enhance your critical thinking skills, enabling you to approach subjects in a much more thoughtful and analytical way. From this course, you will learn how to rhetorically analyze texts in order to better understand their purpose and how they function. In doing so, you will be able to identify various writers’ strategies and their line of thinking. In turn, you will learn how to respond to these writers’ arguments by questioning their claims and their approach. You will also learn how to develop your own sound arguments that will include insightful claims, logical reasoning, and persuasive evidence. 
Required Textbook
Current Issues and Enduring Questions (8th edition) by Sylvan Barnet and Hugo Bedau
Assignments and Late Work Policy

We will have a total of four main papers. These papers combined will the basis for approximately 75% of your grade. In addition to the main papers, there will be quite a few smaller assignments that will also be worth points. Of the four main papers, I will accept them late but no later than a week after the due date; furthermore, your grade will be dropped 5% everyday that a paper is late. Of the smaller assignments, I will not collect them late. In the event of plagiarism (see Schedule of Course for more information) the student will fail the assignment or the class (depending on the nature and severity of the offense). 
Attendance Policy
If you miss the equivalent of two weeks of class (4 class periods), you will not be dropped from the course. However, if you miss more than two weeks, you may be dropped from the course. If you arrive late (10 minutes after class starts), I will consider that a tardy. Three tardies will equal an absence. 

Grading: Your final grade will be determined by the number of points you have accumulated by the end of the semester. The grading scale will be as follows: A 90-100%, B 80-89%, C 70-79%, D 60-69%, F 59% and below.
Please Note: Instructor reserves the right to make changes in this syllabus as deemed necessary or appropriate.
*Accommodations for Students with Disabilities: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.  
