English 2: Critical Reading and Writing through Literature
Spring 2010

Instructor: Courtney Miller
Room: CCI 202

Email: courtney.miller@reedleycollege.edu                                                                

Class time: T, TH, 2-3:15 PM   Class Number: 53039
Office Hours: T, TH, 12-12:50AM (by appointment)

Office: HUM 60     
Course Description


A course designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in ENGL 1A/1AH.  The course will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytical and argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of fiction and literary criticism.

Expected Outcomes:  

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
write a clear and accurate summary (explication) of a work of literature, including the author’s argument and the literary devices employed to support that argument.

B.
write a clear and accurate summary of a work of non-fiction prose, including the author’s argument and the method employed to advance that argument.

C.
analyze a criticism or analysis of a work of literature and evaluate its effectiveness with attention to bias, support, relevance, accuracy and absence of fallacies, accurately referring to both the work and the criticism employing MLA style documentation. (Criticism of a film version of a literary work is one example; analysis of a feminist criticism of a work is another).

D.
analyze a variety of interpretations of a single work of literature (like Hamlet) or a single theme (like depictions of Eve and the serpent) and assess each for its bias, soundness and validity in a comparison or synthesis essay, accurately referring to both the work(s) and the various interpretations employing MLA style documentation.

E.
recognize and explain literary devices such as metaphor, allusion, rhyme, meter, or repetition and how these enhance or explain a work.

F.
recognize the influence of context and audience in analyzing some important works such as those of Shakespeare, Aristotle, Freud, Sartre, de Beauvoir, Twain, the Bible.

G.
write an original analysis or criticism of a work of literature with a clear claim, strong warrants, and well-documented support from the work using correct MLA style documentation.

H.
write a synthesis argument about a work of literature with a clear claim, strong warrants, and well-documented support from the work and outside sources using correct MLA style documentation.

Course Objectives:

In the process of completing this course, students will:

A. 
read and critically evaluate college-level fiction and literary criticism from a variety of authors—classic, current, and 
multicultural.

B.
practice identifying and analyzing the structure of arguments as presented in fiction and literary criticism.

C.
evaluate the validity and soundness of arguments and look for bias.

D.
identify common fallacies of language and thought.

E.
distinguish between deductive and inductive reasoning and employ both.

F.
distinguish factual statements and judgmental statements and knowledge from opinion.

G.
practice drawing sound inferences from information presented.

H.
distinguish and use the denotative and connotative aspects of language.

I.
research and evaluate outside sources for use in the development of their own writing.

J.
receive direct instruction in the writing strategies of summary of a single source, critical analysis of a single source or of two 
sources with a unified approach, and synthesis of multiple sources.

K.
write assigned essays that employ the strategies of summary, critical analysis, and synthesis and that emphasize such tasks as 
analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, refutation, and interpretation.

L.
demonstrate continued development in writing correct college-level prose by attention to essay structure, organization, and 
development and to diction and mechanics (punctuation, spelling, and grammar).

M.
participate in supervised sessions of individual and group peer review, editing, and revision of writing assignments.

N.
identify some of the deliberate abuses and manipulations of rhetoric so they can identify them in general usage and avoid  them in their own writing.

Required Texts:  


Roberts, Edgar V. Writing About Literature, 11th edition
Cooper, Bernard. Maps to Anywhere
Shelly, Mary. Frankenstein (Case Studies in Contemporary Criticism) 
Required Materials:

Each student must purchase a journal specifically for the class.  I prefer that you purchase a composition notebook.  You must bring this and the book we are reading from during the unit every day to class.  You must also bring paper for notes and a pen or pencil.  If you would like to use your journal for notes, this is fine, but you must clearly mark this. 

Note: To be successful in the class, you must be organized.  This will make your life easier.  If you come to class unprepared (without your book, journal, or printed assignments) I have the right to ask you to leave, and you will receive no credit for the possible points earned that day and will receive an absence for that day.  REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR BOOK AND JOURNAL TO EACH CLASS.    

Assignments and Grading
Reading Responses (10pts Each)




100 pts.

Papers (100 pts Each) 






300 pts. 

Presentations (50 pts. Each)





100 pts. 

Journals (100 pts. Each)






300 pts. 

Quizzes (10 pts. Each)






100 pts.   

Midterm          







100 pts.

Final








100 pts.

Total Points Possible






1,100 pts.

Note: Things happen.  Aunts pass away mysteriously in the night; cars explode with assignments in them; laptops crash.  Because of this, you must prepare for the worst.  Always keep backups of anything you turn in, and have a plan in case something does happen.  NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED.  

Grade Breakdown:

A
100%-90%



B
89%-80%



C
79%-70%



D
69%-60%



F
59% and below



Essay Scoring Rubric:    I do not use letter grades.  A total of 100 points will be given for each essays assigned using the following scoring rubric broken into three categories:


Content:  

            40 pts.


Organization/Fluency:
            30 pts.


Conventions:

            30 pts.


Total:


           100 pts.

Students With Disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.: Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible. 

Behavioral Policies

Attendance/Drop Policy

1.  Four consecutive absences and you will be dropped.

2. After a total of eight (6) absences and you will be dropped.

3.  If you fail to attend the first day, you will not be reading this, and you will be dropped from the class.  

4.  Three times tardy equal one absence.  Fifteen minutes late or a fifteen-minute early departure equal an absence.

Causes for Discipline


1.  Dishonesty, plagiarism, cheating


2.  Forgery or misrepresentation of oneself


3.  Obstruction or disruption of teaching


4.  Physical or verbal abuse


5.  Theft or damage of property


6.  Disorderly or lewd conduct


7.  Possession of controlled substances

Discipline


Depending upon the nature of the infraction, students may receive a verbal warning, or they may be suspended from class up to two days, which includes a referral to the Dean of Students.  

Plagiarism


Anyone caught plagiarizing in this class will receive the following consequences:


1.  First infraction:  No credit on the assigned work.


2.  Second infraction:  Failure in the class.

Those caught plagiarizing or cheating will also be referred to the Dean of Students Office and a report will be placed in their permanent record.

