English 1A, College Writing Skills

Spring 2010 

Section 53021  -  2:00-3:50   Mon,  Soc 35 / Wed,  Hum 62

Section 53026  -  8:00-9:50   Tue,  Soc 35 / Thur,  Hum 62

Instructor: Deborah Lyons

Email:  deborah.lyons@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours: Please arrange a time to meet. I am interested in your success and encourage you to contact me with any questions, concerns or comments. 

Required Text & Materials:

· Student’s Book of College English 12th Edition, David Skwire & Harvey 

S. Wiener. Longman, 2008. ISBN: 978-0-205-64837-5

· Things Fall Apart, Chinua Achebe

· Lined notepaper and pens/pencils

· USB Flash drive
Course Description: 

Welcome to English lA (Critical Reading and Writing), a course designed to aid students in the analysis, and composition of college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository: studying writing as a process; exploring different composing structures and strategies; editing and revising one's own writing; conducting research (gathering, organizing, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information,) culminating in a term research paper. English 1A is 4 units and is equivalent to the freshman composition course at a four-year university. 

Subject Prerequisites: 

English 125 and 126 or placement by college assessment process.
Grading & Assignments
General assignments, participation, reading responses, and quizzes – approx. 300 points 

Essay 1 – 100 points 

Essay 2 – 100 points 

Essay 3 – 200 points 

Essay 4 – 150 points 

Midterm – 50 points

Final Exam – 100 points 

Total Points: approx. 1000 points (Total points may change during the semester) 

In order to pass this class, you must maintain a “C” or 70% or better.

Grading Scale:  

90-100%
= A


80-89%
= B


70-79%
= C


60-69%
= D
 

0-59%
= F
Reading 

Students are responsible for completing assigned reading in advance of each class meeting and to actively participate in discussions, activities, and instructional presentations. Short writing assignments or quizzes on the readings will be assigned on a weekly basis.  

Essays 
Along with a significant amount of reading, you will write four major essays for this class and learn how to employ a variety of rhetorical strategies. The first two essays will be based on assigned readings and/or your personal experience.  The third essay will be a research paper, 5-7 pages (20% of your total grade). Passing the research paper with at least a C grade or higher is a requirement for the course as is submitting your rough draft and annotated bibliography. The fourth essay will be a literary analysis in response to Things Fall Apart

Note: Each essay must be typed in Times New Roman, font size 12, follow MLA format,  

and be submitted at the beginning of class on the day it is due.  

Late Assignments 
Late assignments of any type WILL NOT be accepted, unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor. If you know you will be absent, please turn in your work early or email the assignment to the instructor no later that the regularly scheduled class time. 

Midterm & Final

These will be timed, in-class essays. 

Course Policies

Plagiarism – will not be tolerated. If you use another person’s writing (including and not limited to: books, journals, magazines, online sources, friends, relatives, classmates) and claim it is your own, then you will fail the assignment and possibly the course. In addition to submitting a paper copy, all essays must also be submitted online to Turnitin.com (a link will be available through Blackboard). This is a website that checks for plagiarism, so don’t do it. 

Attendance – Attendance is a crucial component of this class. Your attendance is mandatory and excessive absence, tardiness, leaving class early, or lack of preparation will adversely affect your participation grade.  

Being Prepared – Along with completing assignments and readings, being prepared includes bringing the texts, pen/paper and a USB drive to class.

Students with disabilities: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your special needs.  

Writing Center (HUM 59) – Please consider enrolling in the Writing Center’s English 272 course or signing up for walk-in tutoring throughout the semester. 

Computer Lab – Any student who is on Facebook/Myspace etc. or surfing the internet during class time will be asked to leave after one warning.
Cell Phones – Off and out of sight.

Important Dates:

Jan 11                 Start of Spring Semester

Jan 18                 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. No classes held, campus closed.  

Jan 29                 Last day to register for Spring 2009 classes or drop without a “W”.

Feb 12                 Lincoln Day. No classes held, campus closed.

Feb 15                 Washington Day. No classes held, campus closed.

Mar 12                Last day to drop the class (you will receive a “W” record if dropped)

Mar 29-Apr 2     Spring Break (no classes)
May 17-21          Final Exams Week

Course Objectives

Upon completion of this course, successful students will be able to:
A. Write an acceptable 5-7 page documented research paper.

1. employ thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting data, introductions, 

    and conclusions.


2. write with attention to audience and without logical fallacies.


3. target research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and paraphrased 

     text as support, and avoid plagiarism. 


4. determine the correct citation pattern, and discriminate among sources, especially 

    Internet sources, for accuracy and validity.

5. employ Standard American English for the various requirements of universities 

    and the workplace such as avoiding slang, conversational diction and sexist 

    language, and following common usage guidelines. 

6. use an effective organizational structure depending on purpose and rhetorical 

    mode.


7. demonstrate mature and cogent language crafted for clarity, power, rhythm, 

    texture, tone and grace. 

8. edit for errors in sentence construction, punctuation and mechanics. 

B. Write an acceptable essay with thesis and adequate support independently in class.


1. generate ideas through an effective prewriting strategy such as outlining, free 

    writing or clustering. 

2. compose and complete a written essay within an allotted time. 

C. Summarize and comprehend college level prose.


1. identify the model, summarize the thesis, and locate supporting information of 

    assigned writing, especially the college level essay. 

2. name rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translate metaphorical 

    language, so as to determine an author’s intent, both explicit and implicit. 

3. answer questions from assigned reading differentiating between an author’s intent 

    and personal reaction. 

4. describe, evaluate, and question the purpose, audience, organization, and style of 

    assigned readings. 

5. determine a writer’s background, historical period and cultural niche for 

    discussions of bias, diversity or shifting perspectives.
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Occasionally your instructor may have to change the syllabus during the semester.

 Missing class is not an excuse for not being aware of any changes that are made to the syllabus


