English 126: College Reading Skills

Spring 2010 Schedule: 82409


Instructor: Jenifer Casey

MTWTh 11:00am-1:45pm: Rm. AC1 193

Email: jenifer.casey@scccd.edu
Course Description

This course is designed to help you understand the reading process, which in turn will help you become better readers and critical thinkers.  You will develop specific reading skills, abilities, and strategies that will enable you to manage college-level reading materials more effectively, efficiently, and independently.  It is my hope that this class will not only prepare you for your academic career, but will also introduce you to the importance of reading and encourage you to become active readers in your daily lives. 

Required Texts and Materials
Text: Critical Reading, Critical Thinking: Focusing on Contemporary Issues. Richard Pirozzi (Third Edition).

Novel: A Lesson Before Dying, by Ernest J. Gaines (Purchase this book immediately)
Dictionary: Any good comprehensive modern English Dictionary such as Webster’s World Dictionary (Must be brought to class)

Other: Three-ring loose-leaf notebook for handouts and materials

Memory stick for home to computer lab and back home again
Grading and Course Policies
Grading

English 126 is a three-unit course. This class is offered on a graded basis with a credit/no credit option.  A percentage point system will be used for all assignments, including exams, enabling each student to track their progress in fulfilling the course requirements.  

It is every student’s responsibility to keep all graded and returned work and to maintain an accurate account of all grades. You may be able to check your grades during the course, more on this later.  If so, please compare these grades to your records in order to ensure accuracy.

Your grades will be based on the following six categories:

Tests and Quizzes 



25%

Final Exam




10%

Daily Work*




35%

Article Summary Assignments
 
15%

Group Project



15%

*Daily work includes in class assignments, homework, reading responses, as well as group and individual participation. All homework assignments are to be completed before class.

Grading Scale

A= 90-100%

B= 80-89%

C= 70-79%

D= 60-69%

F= 59% and below
Important: Late Work
Except by prearrangement or unusual cases of illness or family distress (documentation may be required), late assignments will not be accepted.  There are NO OTHER EXCEPTIONS, so please do not ask.  Late assignments, (that have been pre-approved by the instructor), must be completed by the next class meeting after you return or a zero will be entered for the assignment. If you know you will be absent, you must turn your work in before the class period you will miss, or you must attach assignment as an email to me by the start time of the missed class period.

Attendance

Your attendance is a vital part of being successful in college.  Regular attendance is required in this class.  Regularly means that you attend every class, complete your homework before class, read and study your assigned work before class and be prepared to participate in all class activities.  

Absences from class make success very difficult.

· They reduce your contributions to the class and slow your progress in reading improvement.

· They lower your grade through missed Daily Work. (Remember, you will receive a zero for each missed assignment.)  

For this reason, only 4 absences will be allowed.  Two absences by the second week may result in your being dropped from the class.  Coming to class unprepared may be counted as an absence.  Two tardies (arriving in class after instruction has begun) are equivalent to 1 absence.  After 30 minutes late, you are considered absent.  More than three absences, for any reason, may result in an automatic no credit for this class.  A sign-up sheet will be distributed at each class meeting.  It is your responsibility to sign this sheet.  I understand that emergencies do arise, so please use your absences wisely, and be aware you may need them if such a situation arises.  If you know you will be absent please let me know prior to class or by email. 

If absent, it is your responsibility to find out what class work or homework was assigned during your absence.  All missed work must be completed within one day of your return (if approved by me).  After that day a zero will be entered for each missed assignment.  It is also your responsibility to acquire a copy of each handout distributed during your absence.  You should first ask me for leftover copies.  If I have none left, you will have to borrow another student’s handout to make your own copy.  Either way, you are responsible for the information in the materials I hand out to the class.
Participation

You will be participating in small and large groups on a regular basis, including discussions, sharing reading responses, and completing group projects.  A majority of the class will be spent in different types of interaction with each other.  You will be expected to participate and contribute meaningfully within all these areas.  This means that you need to come prepared with the material that has been assigned, including readings, text book assignments, reading responses, and writing assignments.  This also means asking questions about that which you don’t understand and by answering questions asked of you by the instructor.  Be prepared and come ready to participate!  Failure to be prepared, meaning not having completed your assignments or not having done the readings, may result in your being considered absent for that day.  

Reading Responses.

You will be doing many in-class and out of class writings and reading responses.  These will be your reflections on a variety of topics and questions that are assigned in class.  These assignments will help you to understand the readings as well as your own reading processes.  Some of these writings will be done by hand in class. All out of class entries, unless noted otherwise, will be typed using MLA format: Times New Roman, 1-inch margins, double-spaced, 12 font. I will be checking and collecting your writings and responses at various times during this session.  

Final Examination

All students must take the final examination to receive credit for the course.  Except in unusual cases of illness or family distress, final examinations will be administered only according to the “Summer Schedule” in the current Schedule of Courses.  The time and date will not be changed to accommodate holiday or travel arrangements or employment schedules.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have special needs as addressed by the American with Disabilities Act (ADA), please notify me immediately.  Reasonable effort will be made to accommodate your special needs.

Classroom Behavior

The classroom is a special environment in which students and faculty come together to promote learning and growth.  It is essential to this learning environment that all students will demonstrate common courtesy to the instructor and other students.  This includes clean language, respect for the rights, viewpoints, and opinions of others, thereby creating an environment in which students and faculty may learn to reason with clarity and compassion, to share of themselves without losing their identities, and to develop an understanding of the community in which they live. Student conduct which disrupts* the learning process shall not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/ or removal from class.

*This disruptive behavior includes, but is not limited to, outbursts, talking while others speak, individual conversations, or any behavior that interferes in any way with classroom activities and learning.

Important Dates
June 29 (M): Instruction Begins



July 4 (M) Independence Day Holiday Observed No Classes July 3
August 4 and 5 (T and W): Group Presentations


August (Th) Final Exam



*This document is subject to change at instructor’s discretion.
