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Course Description:  This reading course is designed to give you the tips and practice that you need in order to become an independent and successful reader.  You’ll learn how to read nonfiction texts effectively so that you can understand and remember the information in them, and you’ll read fiction books to increase your speed and enjoyment of reading.  It is a four-unit class two levels below English 1A, and it’s offered for a letter grade.  If you wish, you may make arrangements with the administration to take the course Pass/No pass.     
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Required Books and Materials
( Making Connections, Intermediate, by McEntire and Williams

( Four fiction books, about 200 pages each      ( A binder 

( A flash drive

( A stapler

      ( A package of 3x5” cards
Buy the textbook as soon as you can.  Bring your textbook and your fiction book with you to class every day.  If you are unable to get the textbook right away, you may use the copy on reserve in the library for making copies there.  You may not take it out of the library.
Be sure to show me what you’re reading for fiction so that I know what you’re reading.  If you aren’t sure where to find a good book, I have hundreds of books that students have liked in my office.  If you want to check out a book from me, bring a $5 deposit with you when you come to pick one out.  You’ll get your $5 back when I get my book back.
Class Attendance
Progress in reading development success in class are difficult with too many absences.  For this reason, students with more than 5 absences before March 12 will be dropped.   
Classroom Use Policies

It is a campus-wide policy that no food or drink should be consumed in any of the classrooms.  We will observe that policy in our class.  
Special Circumstances
It is your responsibility to let me know ASAP if you have a diagnosed learning disability or any other learning situation that needs to be discussed.

My goal is to help you in any way that I can for you to have a successful semester.
Some Ground Rules

We are a community of adults.  Please be respectful of the educational process and of your peers in class.  Please arrive on time and ready to work.  If you must be late, please enter quietly and take your seat.  It is your responsibility not to interact with electronic distractions in class.  Silence such things before class begins and put them away.  If you must make a call or a text, please quietly step outside to do so.  Finally, do not do work for other classes during lecture or in-class activities.  I want you to get the full benefit of your educational experience in this class.

Academic Integrity

The college and I do not allow cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty.  Work that you have copied or that you have let others copy will receive a 0.  More serious situations will be dealt with more seriously.


This record is also kept for you on Blackboard.  Check it periodically for accuracy.
Homework, in-class assignments, lab assignments, and quizzes 10 points each
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Total:  _________
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Reading Conferences/Book Talks with my teacher and others 25 points each

	1 Date:
	2 Date:
	3 Date:
	4 Date:

	Title:


	Title:


	Title:


	Title:



	25 Points  
	25 Points
	25 Points
	25 Points











Total:  _________
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Note:  Approved books over 400 pages count as two Reading Conferences (50 points).

Number of Fiction Pages Read  Divide the total number by 10
	Book #1
	Book #2
	Book #3
	Book #4

	Pps:
	Pps:
	Pps:
	Pps:



Plus abandoned books pages:____________________________










Total:  __________
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Unit Tests 50 points each
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Total:  __________
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Final Exam  100 points





Score:  __________
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    My Total Points:  ________          






       
                           780
Grading Scale: Pass--        702-780= A   624-701= B    546-623= C

               Not Pass—468-545= D   0-467= F

 


Week
Dates

Topics and Activities
   
__________________ 

1
1/11-15
Introduction to course and campus services; reading self-




assessment; begin to read fiction book; Assignment #1: Campus 



Treasure Hunt

2          1/18-22
Unit 1:  Understanding Vocabulary in Context; Unit 5 pps. 166-


MLK Jr. Holiday)
168,  Vocabulary Cards

Friday, January 22, is the last day to drop a class for a refund

3           1/25-29
Unit 1: Understanding Vocabulary in Context; Unit 6 pps. 204-



207, Collocation ; Assignment:  Time Management




Fiction pages goal for a C grade: 200 pages


Friday, January 29, is the last day to add a semester-length course


4
2/1-5

Unit 1:  Finding Main Ideas

5
2/8-12

Test on Unit 1; Unit 2: Using the Dictionary  (Lincoln Holiday)




Fiction pages goal for a C grade: 250 pages

6
2/15-19
 Unit 2: Finding Supporting Details

 (Washington Holiday)
Tuesday, February 16, is the last day to change to pass/no pass grading
You must have had a reading conference by now!
7
2/22-26
  Unit 2, continued; Assignment: Checking an Online Grade 


  Record 




  Fiction pages goal for a C grade: 300 pages 


8
3/1-5

  Test on Unit 2; Unit 3: The Vocabulary of Numbers

9          3/8-12

 Unit 3: Information In Graphs and Charts
 

Fiction pages goal for a C grade: 400 pages








Friday, March 12, is the last day to drop a semester-length class

10
3/15-19
Test on Unit 3; Unit 4: Increasing Reading Speed; Scanning for 




Specific Information


11        3/22-26
Unit 4 continued.
 




Fiction pages goal for a C grade: 450 pages

Spring Break is March 29-4/2

12
4/5-4/9

Unit 5: Taking Notes from a Reading 

13
4/12-16
Unit 5, continued; How to write a summary  






Fiction pages goal for a C grade:  500 pages
 

14
4/19-23
How to write a summary;











15
4/26-30
Test on Unit 5 and how to write a summary;  Unit 6: Preparing for 



a Reading Test; Fiction pages goal for a C grade:  600 pages
16
5/3-7

Unit 6 continued 
17
5/10-14
Unit 6 Test; Assignment: Checking an online grade record

Fiction pages goal for a C grade:  650 pages






18
12/15-19
Finals week.    




Exam periods are as follows:




9:00 class:  Wednesday, May 19, 9-10:50




12:00 class: Monday, May 17, 12-1:50
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Communication:


If you have concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, absences, plagiarism, or anything else related to this class, please come to my office during office hours, email me, or call me—don’t assume anything until you’ve heard it for sure from me:





Office Hours:


Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday


1:00 -2:00;


Friday, 10:00-12:00;


or by appointment





English 262 Point Total Sheet  
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Course Objectives


Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to:


Use new techniques to learn the  


meanings of new words and to use those words in writing.


Use prereading and active reading


strategies to improve your reading


      comprehension.


Identify the central point of texts  


that vary in length and type.


Conduct basic research using print and electronic sources.


Accurately summarize what you have read without copying.


Demonstrate more confidence as a reader.





Visit and use the course Blackboard site often to check grades and announcements:  On the school web page, select Blackboard.  To log in, use your student number for both your ID and your password.  After your first use, you should change your password.  If you forget your password or have trouble getting in, let me know.  I can help you.
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