Eng 125

Instructor: Jordan Morgan

Email: jordanm45@homail.com

Office and Office Hours: TBA

Course Description

Development of the process of writing, revising, and

finishing short papers, including the logical development and

organization of ideas. Emphasizes avoiding common writing

errors; develops reading skills by reading model essays and

analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking

skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and

audience, and by using writing as thinking, to explore and

express ideas. 
Course Materials

Patterns for College Writing, Kirszner and Mandell

A two-pocket folder for the final portfolio

A college level dictionary is recommended but not required

Course Policies
Attendance

Three absences are permitted.  More than three and you may not pass the class.  Being tardy counts as half of an absence.  Being tardy twenty minutes or more will count as an entire absence.  It is your responsibility to come to class prepared, even after absences.  This means that you will have to find out what was assigned during your absence before you return to class.

Papers/Essays
We will be writing three to six short essays (4-6 pages each).  We will also be writing many short in and out of class assignments.  The semester will culminate with a portfolio, which will be a collection of your best work from the term revised to reflect your absolute best work.

Reading Journals

Reading journals may be assigned at any time dependent on class participation and preparation during the semester.  If you don’t want to do these journals, show up prepared and willing to talk.

Other Work

Regular participation in class is necessary.  Failure to participate may result in an absence.  Remember, three absences of any kind may result in you not passing the class.

Grading

Your grade will be computed on a 1000-point scale.  A final percentage can be determined by dividing your total points at the end of the term by 10.

Essays 



300 points

Other work


100 points

Portfolio


500 points

Participation


100 points

100-90%
A

89-80%
B

79-70%
C

69-60%
D

59-0%

F

Cheating and Plagiarism

Students at Reedley College are entitled to the best education

that the college can make available to them, and they, their

instructors, and their fellow students share the responsibility

to ensure that this education is honestly attained. Because

cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode

the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert

an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic

dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur

serious consequences.

Cheating

Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination

or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or

deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers,

in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage.

Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from

another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, giving or

receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s

permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate

to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other

than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or

failing to disclose research results completely.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s

words or ideas without identifying them as such or giving

credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited

to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all

work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing

to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration,

submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses

without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved,

or failing to observe computer security systems and software

copyrights. Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in

any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range

from a failing grade on the particular examination, paper,

project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the

course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on

the severity and frequency of the incidents.
Course Schedule

Week 1- Week 4: Examining Culture

Reading for this segment will include: “Just Walk On By, A Black Man Ponders His Ability to Alter Public Space”, “The Importance of Being Beautiful”, “The Joys, and Perils, of Victimhood”, and many other readings that explore our multi-cultural society.

This section will include an essay assignment exploring our individual and group culture.

Week 5 – Week 8: Examining Ourselves

Reading for this section will include: “Rewarding the Best, Forgetting the Rest”, “Finishing School”, “I Just Wanna Be Average”, “It’s Hard Enough Just Being Me”, and many other readings that explore our selves.

This section will include an essay assignment exploring our selves as individuals in society.

Week 9 – Week 13: Examining Our Interests

Reading for this section will include: Excerpts from Bird by Bird, readings chosen by the students that reflect their interests and relate these interests to college composition.


This section will include an essay exploring a specific individual student interest.

Week 14 – Final: Portfolio Preparation and MLA Format

This section of the term will include detailed instruction in MLA format.  It will also focus on close revision of the essays written in class to create a course portfolio.  Revision will be practiced individually and in groups for this purpose.

This syllabus may change as needed throughout the semester.

