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Spring 2010
ESL 266W:
Academic Grammar & Writing 






Section:
54051





Units:

4 

Class Schedule:




11:00 – 11:50 PM


MWTH
POR 3 


T
 
LAL 1
Instructor:
Felisa Meter


Tel. (559) 638-0302


E-Mail:  felisa.meter@reedleycollege.edu


Office:
CCI 214 



Office Hours:
M, W
12:00 - 12:50 a.m.





T
 9:00 - 9:50 a.m. (or by arrangement)

Materials:    



**Great Writing 4: Essays, Third Edition, Keith Folse ($43.00)

    

 A good dictionary

    

1 memory key (flash drive)

    

Lined paper, pen, and pencil

    

A three-ring binder or folders to keep all course papers nicely organized 


for quick reference

**Do not purchase text until you are certain you will take this course.  Once the plastic seal is broken, the bookstore cannot accept returns.




. 

Description:  A writing course for ESL students who are completing language training or are nearly proficient, but need  to develop academic composition skills before taking college-level courses.  The goal of this course is to prepare students for English 125 or English 252.

Subject Prerequisites:  ESL 265 and/or appropriate multiple-measure placement by a counselor, which includes score on approved  ESL test such as the CELSA. 

Course Objectives:  In the process of completing this course, students will:
· write essays with discernable structure (beginning/middle/end)

· write essays on assigned topics using basic rhetorical styles

· write summaries and reactions

· use transition words within and between paragraphs

· practice  peer-editing, writing assignments before editing for a last time and turning them in for a grade

· adhere to standard English use of prepositions, spelling, punctuation, capitalization and 

      
word order

· self-monitor for false cognates

· follow accepted English writing conventions
Course Outcomes:  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:
A. write an essay with a discernable structure and clear style

B. respond to a prompt with minimal dependence on instructor 

C. revise and edit own academic writing with little or no help

D. recognize and correct ESL errors such as syntax, false cognates and prepositions
Grading:  This is a credit / no credit course.  Final grades will be calculated as follows:


    Credit (CR) >70%; No Credit (NC)<70%

	                                      Categories                                                                                             Weight                 

	Multiple-draft essays* (rubric used to score)
	30%

	Group writing /editing participation
	 5%

	Homework 
	15%

	Editing quizzes + Timed impromptu essays (In-class)
	25 %

	Final Exam
	10%

	Reflective Self-Assessment Essay
	10%








  

TOTAL=          100%

*  One based on library research 

Attendance & Make-up Work:  Students who are absent need to make up work missed. Students absent for more than one day should contact the instructor.  Late work may not be accepted.
Cheating &/or Plagiarism:   Students will receive no credit for copied or plagiarized work.
Cancelled Class Notifcation:  Class is not cancelled unless an official yellow Reedley College class cancellation form is posted on the classroom door to this effect.

Accommodations:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodations or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Cell Phones:  Please refrain from using cell phones during class.

Drop Date:
Friday, January 29  (Without penalties)
Final Exam:
Wednesday, May 19, 11:00-12:50 PM (POR 3)
No Class:
Monday, January 18 (Martin Luther King Junior Day)



Friday, February 12 (Lincoln Day)



Monday, February 15 (Washington Day) 


Monday-Friday, March 29-April 2 (Spring Recess)
· Contact a counselor (Rosalva Valdez) 637-2504 with questions about academic and personal counseling.
· Writing Center & Tutorial Center:  Students in ESL 266W are encouraged to utilize the services of both the Writing Center and the Tutorial Center to optimize their learning experience.

· Phone numbers of one or two of your classmates:
· Get into groups and write more questions or comments the members of your group might have about the syllabus and/or the class:
ESL 266W Course Outline:

	DATE
	In-Class Material
	Great Writing 4

Pages

	Weeks 1-2
	Baseline Essay: Your development as a writer from past to present.

Unit 1:  
-Kinds of essays and parts of an essay
-Writing better sentences

HW: “Building Better Sentences”
	1-6

7-19

	Weeks 3-4
	Unit 1

1- Writing the introduction
2- Building better sentences
3- Writing the body

4- Writing the conclusion

5- Other topics

HW: “Building Better Sentences”

*****In-class timed writing
	19-23

25-28

23-32
33

33-35

165-168

	Weeks 5-7
	Unit 2

1- Narrative Essays
2- Building better sentences and vocabulary
4- Peer Editing
5- Topics for writing a multiple-draft essay
HW: “Building Better Sentences”

          “Peer Editing”
          - A multiple-draft narrative essay (61)

Editing Test
	37-42, 53-57
43-52
60
61
169-172
185, 187


	Weeks 8-10 
	Unit 3

1- Comparison Essays
2- Building better sentences and vocabulary

3- Topics for writing a multiple-draft comparison essay

HW: “Building Better Sentences”

          “Peer Editing”

          - A multiple-draft comparative essay 
*****In-class timed writing
	62-65, 67-70
71-75

173-175

189

	Weeks 11-13
	Unit 4

1- Cause-Effect Essays
2- Building better sentences and vocabulary

3- Sequencing paragraphs
4- Topics for writing a multiple-draft cause-effect essay

HW: “Building Better Sentences”

          “Peer Editing”

          - A multiple-draft cause-effect essay 
Editing Test
	84-86, 90-94
88-90, 95, 97
95

102-106
176-179

191

	Weeks 14-17
	Unit 5 – “Reflective Self-Assessment Essay” due 5/10
1- Argumentative Essays
2- Building better sentences and vocabulary

4- Citing sources to avoid plagiarism 
5- Topics for writing a multiple-draft essay

HW: “Building Better Sentences”

          “Peer Editing”

          - A multiple-draft research essay
	108-112
113, 117-124
123
125-128

180-182

197-199

	Week 18:  


	Final Exam:          In-Class Timed Writing
	Wednesday, May 19
11:00-12:50, POR3


	ESL 266W 

Essay  Rubric
	Stud      Student’s name: _______________________________Score: _________________

Class: _______________________________________ Date: __________________



	Score
	Characteristics

	5

90-100% 
	____    makes an appropriate response to the topic

____    imaginative and fully developed ideas

____    organizes details clearly

____    clear sentence, variety of vocabulary and transitions

____    shows superior command of language, structure and vocabulary

____    shows superior grasp of spelling, grammar and mechanics 
____    shows superior grasp of punctuation



	4

80-89% 
	____   makes an appropriate response to the topic

____   attempts to develop ideas

____   organization is evident, generally focused

____   some sentence variety

____   few fragments or run-ons, some transitions

____   some spelling, grammar and mechanics errors 

____   few errors with prepositions, false cognates and syntax



	3

70-79% 
	____  attempts to make an appropriate response to the topic

____  attempts to communicate ideas

____  some organization, but may lose focus

____  noticeable simple sentences, fragments, and run-ons 

____  few transitions

____  simple vocabulary

____  some noticeable spelling, grammar and mechanical errors

____  more than a few errors with prepositions, false cognates and syntax



	2

60-69% 


	____  somewhat attempts to make an appropriate response to the topic

____  limited development of ideas

____  inconsistent organization

____  simple sentences 

____  many fragments and run-ons, no transitions

____  ineffective vocabulary

____  mechanics and spelling errors interfere with reading/meaning

____  errors with prepositions, false cognates and syntax interfere with  reading/meaning



	 1

50-59% 
	_____  lacks appropriate response to the topic

_____  undeveloped ideas

_____  lacks organization

_____  unclear sentence structure

_____  ineffective vocabulary, unclear meaning

_____  mechanics, grammar and spelling errors interfere with reading/meaning

_____  errors with prepositions, false cognates and syntax interfere with reading/meaning


ESL 266W





Student Name _________________

F. Meter, Instructor




Spring 2010

Reflective Self-Assessment Essay
Due: Monday, May 10

Topic: Discuss your development as a writer this semester 

Audience: Your instructor
Points: 100 (10% of your grade)
Prewriting Process:

1. Carefully reread all your writing assignments

2. Choose the one you feel is the strongest. List the reasons.
3. Choose the one you feel is the weakest. List the reasons.

4. Which parts of the class were most helpful? Why?

5. Which parts of the class need to be improved? Why?

6. Do you think you are ready for the next level writing class (English 252)? Why?

When writing your essay, keep the following in mind:

· The answers to 2-6 above

· The “Essay Rubric” (Remember that 70% is passing)
Include the following with your “Self-Assessment Essay”:

· Initial baseline essay you wrote the first week of class

· Strongest essay

· Weakest essay






