English 105: Grammar and Punctuation (2 units)

Semester: Spring 2010 

Schedule number: 53000

Instructor: Ms. Leah Unruh

Email: leah.unruh@reedleycollege.edu
Basic Skills Advisories

Eligibility for English 125 or 126

Course Description and Goals:

English 105 is designed to teach basic grammar and appropriate punctuation. The main goal of this course is to improve students’ written communication by using correct and effective grammar and punctuation. Students will learn to analyze sentence structure and identify different varieties of sentences to use in their writing. Students will also learn to identify their grammar and punctuation mistakes to prevent writing errors. Students will use this knowledge to improve their English writing.

Class Meeting Dates, Times and Location:

Day and Time: Monday and Wednesday 1:00 to 1:50 p.m.

Room: CCI 203

Semester Dates: January 11 to May 21, 2010

Instructor Contact Information:

Phone: 559.638.3641 ext. 3115

Email: leah.unruh@reedleycollege.edu 

I check my email every weekday and respond within the next weekday

Office location: Annex 1

Office hours: I work on-campus full-time as the college’s publications specialist so I am usually in my office from 7 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 4 p.m. except when in class. 

Text:

Baker, Pollitt.  Steward Pidd Hates English: Grammar, Punctuation and Writing Exercises.  2nd ed.  Oceanside, CA: Attack The Text Publishing, Co., 2010

(Example of MLA works cited)

Class Materials:

• Lined paper

• Pencil with eraser

Course Objectives:

In this course, students will learn to:

a. Analyze English sentences, identifying parts of speech and the functions of the parts of speech.

b. Identify a variety of sentences including those of a complex nature, using subordination, coordination, and modification.

c. Demonstrate correct skill in using conventional punctuation.

Expected Student Outcomes:

By the end of the course you will be able to:

a. Construct simple, compound, complex, and compound/complex sentences.

b. Differ between phrases and clauses.

c. Assess and analyze sentence structure in their writing. After learning the underlying principles of grammar and punctuation, students will be able to demonstrate written proficiency, and be able to perform problem-solving formats requiring synthesis and comparison.

Course Content:

GRAMMAR:

•
Eight parts of speech (nouns, verbs, etc.)

•
Function of the eight parts of speech (subjects, predicates, direct objects, etc.)

•
Phrases vs. Clauses

•
Types of clauses (independent and dependent)

•
Sentence types (rhetorical and grammatical)

PUNCTUATION:

•
Commas

• 
Semicolons

•
Apostrophes

•
Dashes

• 
Quotation marks

AVOIDING FACULTY SENTENCES

•
Fragments

•
Run-ons

•
Comma splices

WRITING BETTER SENTENCES

•
Sentence combining

•
Subject-Verb agreement

•
Using pronouns appropriately

•
Eliminating wordiness

•
Eliminating redundancy

•
Dangling or misplace modifiers

Methods:

1. Class presentations

2. Small group activities

3. Class assignments

4. Homework

Class Evaluations:

Students’ grades will be determined based on the following percentages:

1. In-class assignments 15%

2. Quizzes 20%

3. Attendance and Class participation 10%

This is based on coming to class, being on time to class, participating positively in classroom discussion and activities, asking class-related questions, and contributing positive information to the class.

4. Homework 20%

5. Mid-term exam 15%

6. Final exam 20%

Grading Criteria: Based on the above percentages.

A = 90% and above. Students will show an outstanding ability to communicate their ideas through their writing in the proper use of grammar and punctuation. Students’ work will have very little or no errors.

B = 80% to 89%. Students will demonstrate above average skills in grammar and punctuation, and writing will have few errors.

C = 70% to 79%. Students earning a C grade will show acceptable knowledge of grammar and punctuation. Course work will show a satisfactory understanding of class materials along with room for improvement.

D = 60% to 69%. Students earning a D grade will have shown little or no improvement in course objectives and outcomes. Course work will reflect minor understanding of course objectives and concepts. 

F = 50% and below. Students earning an F grade will have shown a lack of writing efficiency and overwhelming mistakes in grammar and punctuation. 

Attendance Policy:

• All students are expected to attend class regularly, arrive on time, stay through the entire class period and have all assigned readings and homework completed on time. 

• Attendance will be taken each day, and more than three absences, being late for class, or leaving class early without the instructors’ permission, will lower your final grade. 

• When you miss class you are missing out on valuable time dedicated to your writing improvement.
• I do not take “excused absences.” 

• If you have five absences or more by the end of the ninth week of the semester, you may be dropped from the class

• Late work is accepted, but with one grade lower than if it was on time

• Quizzes may not be made up. The mid-term exam may be made up, but you must contact the instructor by at least the day after you miss the exam. 

• The last day for students to drop a full-term class is March 12, 2010. It is not the instructor’s responsibility to drop students who stop attending class.
Classroom Policies:

• Classroom Etiquette. Portable electronic devices (iPods, other mp3 players, cell phones, pages, etc.) must be turned off before class begins.  Talking on a cell phone or texting during class is NEVER permitted during class instruction. These activities are highly inappropriate and disruptive to the learning process. If you are caught texting, using a cell phone or other electronic device, or listening to music during class you will be given ONE warning. A second warning will result in confiscating your cell phone or electronic device until the end of class. Also, five points will be taken from you next assignment for each disturbance.
• No food or drinks are allowed in the classroom. This is a new building so, please help keep it clean and as new as possible.

• Class participation is encouraged. Here are some basic rules for classroom discussions:

· Don’t dominate the discussion

· Allow one person to speak at a time

· Be a good listener and well as good speaker

· Keep an open mind

· Respect each other

· Be honest and open

· Remember that there are no dumb questions

· Be positive about your learning process

· Have fun, learning doesn’t have to be serious all the time

Cheating and Plagiarism:

Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated in this course or any course at Reedley College. Please see the college catalog for complete information. Students are not allowed to confer during exams, and all work submitted to the instructor must be your own original work. Plagiarism and cheating will result in a failing grade in this course and possible expulsion from the college. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Important Dates:

Monday, January 11 - First day of class

Monday, January 18 - HOLIDAY, NO CLASS, CAMPUS CLOSED

Monday, February 15 - HOLDAY, NO CLASS, CAMPUS CLOSED

Friday, March 12 – Last day to drop a full-term class

Monday, March 29 and Wednesday, March 31 - SPRING BREAK, NO CLASSES

Wednesday, May 19 - FINAL EXAM 1–2:50 p.m. 

Questions:

Please don’t hesitate to see, call, or e-mail me if you have questions, concerns or comments during the semester. I am happy to assist you. 

