ENGLISH 125, COLLEGE WRITING SKILLS

CLASS SYLLABUS-FALL 2010

REEDLEY COLLEGE/SANGER SITE

MON/WED 6:00-8:05 PM SCHEDULE#72151

Class Description:

English 125 will focus on the development of the writing process and is designed to give you practice in writing, revising and finishing short papers, including logical developing and organization of ideas.  Emphasis includes constructing clear and concise sentences and cohesive paragraphs within a well-organized essay, avoiding common writing errors, the developing of writing skills, analyzing rhetorical strategies, and developing critical thinking skills.

Course Prerequisites

English 252 or Placement Exam

Instructor:


Noemi Montemayor  M.A.





English Instructor





Reedley College/Sanger Site





(559) 291-0668

Office Hours:


By Appointment

Required Text/Materials:

The required texts are Patterns for College Writing (11th Edition) Kirszner, Laurie G., and Manderell, Stephen

Commonsense Guide to Grammar and Usage (5th Edition)  Beason, Larry and Lester, Mark. 

Materials:
Pencils, Pens, Highlighter, Dictionary/Thesaurus, Lined Paper, and Binder

Take notes each day in a spiral notebook as information presented in class lectures will appear in the exams.  

Requirements:

1.  Attendance is mandatory.  After the fourth absence the student will be dropped. Tardies that exceed 20 minutes into the class will be counted as an absence.

2.  Each student must arrive on time and prepared for class.   Notes must be taken each day as the information presented in class lectures will appear in the exams.  Keep all handouts and returned papers in an orderly manner so they can be readily be available when needed.  

3.  Each student must attempt with good effort all assigned work and take an active roll in class discussions and activities.  Participation in a small group consists by offering ideas or asking questions and above all be involved in active listening; therefore, if you have cell phones or ipods, please turn them off and leave them in your backpacks or purses.  DO NOT CHECK OR LISTEN TO THEM at any time.  Cell phones or ipods are not to be used in class.  Walking out of class to answer a call is a serious interruption and will interfere with the learning of all the class participants.  Should this happen you will be excused for that session and it will be considered an absence.

4.  All assignments must be turned in on time.  I will not accept any late papers, nor will I schedule any make up exams.  You must contact me or bring medical verification in the event of an illness.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  Reading assignments include questions, answers to which must be handed in at the beginning of the class period for a satisfactory (S) grade.  No credit will be given for assignments completed during the class period. Small group discussions involving answering questions will be used in many of the class sessions, so it is important to read all assignments and to be punctual and regular in attendance.  All formal papers must also be submitted on time together with an original handwritten rough draft that shows through revision and editing.  On all assignments include your name, date, and assignment description at the top of the first page.  Paper clip or staple pages, do not use any folders or separate title pages, and use black type with No. 12 font.  Answers to question and grammar lessons may be handwritten.  Be sure to label all pages/assignments.  Assume two hours of class prep. per hour in class.  

5.  Food or drinks are not permitted in the classroom according to college policy.

Reedley College Plagiarism and Cheating Policy will be enforced at all times.

Accommodations for students with disabilities:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Goals:

At the completion of this basic writing class, the student will;

Course Objectives

1. Write complete, appropriate, varied English sentences, using coordinate subordination, and modification in several rhetorical modes    

2. Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviation, etc., conventionally and spell correctly in college-level grammatical and language use

3. Differentiate between standard dialects and community dialects and slang and use dialects appropriately.

4. Use standard dialect noun verb and pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly.  

5. Write in paragraphs that develop topic sentences and adequate, detailed support.

6. Use various patterns of paragraph development.

7. Initiate and carry through appropriate use of writing process, recognizing the effect of purpose and audience, discovering topics selecting and ordering ideas and the evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising and editing and finishing the paper.

8. Write with coherence and unity, paying attention to reference, agreement consistency, and transitions.  

9. Use basic library sources to find information, and avoid plagiarism 

10. Use critical thinking skills in writing, with attention to avoiding fallacies.

11. Develop effective introductory paragraphs with thesis statements

12. Develop effective supporting and concluding paragraphs

13. Understand research paper preparation, format, and MLA documentation

14. Answer essay questions on exam

15. Read an essay or narrative (story) with acceptable comprehension

16. Be able to answer questions regarding tone, theme, and style

17. Appreciate the beauty of well-written sentences and choice of words

Grades: The required essays will be given two letter grades, one will be given for content and one for language usage (grammar and syntax/diction).  For the essays, the content grade will consist of the quality of the introduction and supporting ideas leading to a conclusion.  The grade will be based on a rubric point system and on a judgment call on the instructor’s part, certain guidelines will influence the call.  The essays content must exhibit superior thought, planning, organization, and evidence of hard work on a rough draft.  Paragraphs must be coherent and follow a logical sequence, and have effective transitions.

Grammatical and mechanical skill assessments will be graded on a point system and all exams will be 100pts. each.  Percentage grading scale: 90-100% = A , 80-89%=B, 70-79%=C, 60-69%=D, 0-59%=F

Grade distribution:  Essays and Readings: 25%; Exams: 25%; Daily Work/Participation: 25%; Mid-Term and Final exam: 25% 

Reedley College Plagiarism and Cheating Policy will be enforced at all times.

Cheating

Cheating is the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempted t gain an unearned academic advantage.  Cheating may include, but is not limited to, coping from another’s work, supplying one’s work to another, inappropriate to the conditions of the examination, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student, or failing to disclose research results completely.  

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s work or ideas without identifying them as such or giving credit to the source.  Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the 
knowledge and consent of the instructors, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights.  Incidents of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a falling grade on the particular examination, paper, project, or assignment in question to a failing grade in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequently of the incidents.
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Note: This syllabus is subject to change as circumstances warrant.

(W1-2)

Introduction/ In Patterns:  Part One: The Writing Process Pgs. 15-63, 

Aug.30-

Arrangement pg.37  Drafting and Revising pg. 51, Editing and Proofreading

Sept. 1,8

pg. 67 



Holiday 9-6-10

(W3-4)

Chapter 6, Narration/Read and complete the red bold essay exercises pgs. 83-94, Read

13-15
essay 5:Sixty-Nine Cents pgs. 102-106, Finishing School pgs. 107-113, Thirty-Eight 

20
Who Saw Murder Didn’t Call the Police pgs. 120-125 (Narration Writing 

Prompts 1,4,5,7) page 141.  Choose one prompt and write an essay using a narrative structure. Due 9-22      



Grammar in Context: run-on sentences, fused sentences, comma splice, coordinating



Conjunctions,  semicolon, transitional words, complex sentence, subordinating  



conjunctions.

In Commonsense Guide: Init 1 pgs. 7-31 Do Unit 1/ Lesson Sentence Practice 3 pg. 16, Editing Practice 3 pg. 19, Lesson 2 Sentence Practice 3 pg. 26/ Editing Practice 3 pg. 28

Review Test pg. 31 Due 9-22
(W4-5)

Chapter 9 Process/Read 263-279 Read Essays: My First Conk pgs. 282-286, Getting 

 22,

Coffee is Hard to Do Pgs. 287-298, Get it Right: Private executions pgs. 299-303 

 27-29

Process theme Writing Prompts page 319 Pick one prompt (5,6,7,8,9) and write an



essay using a process structure. Due 9-29

Review Test page 31 Due 10-6
Grammar in Context/ Avoiding Unnecessary Shifts in: tense, person, voice, mood

Unit 3/Lesson 6 Sentence Practice 3 pg 64, Editing Practice 3 pg. 66, Lesson 7 Sentence Practice 3 p/g. 73, Editing Practice 2 pg.75, Review Test.  Unit 9/Lesson 31 Sentence Practice 3 pg/.311, Editing Practice 3 pg.313.  Unit 9/Lesson 30/ Sentence Practice 3 pg. 304, Editing Practice 2 pg.305. Unit 8/Lesson 25 Sentence Practice 3 pg.255/ Editing Practice 3 pg. 257 

Due 10-13

 (W6-7)

Chapter 10 Cause and Effect pgs 321-337, Read and complete exercises for each essay. 

Oct. 4-6

Who Killed Benny Paret pgs. 340-344, A Peaceful Woman Explains Why She Carries a 

11

Gun pgs. 357-362, The Power of Words in Wartime Pgs. 363-367.  Pick one Cause and 



Effect Writing Prompt (1,2,4,7,10) and write an essay. Due 10-20 



Grammar in Context: Avoid, the reason because; transitional words-

In Commonsense, Unit 6 pgs.149-199, Lesson 15 Sentence Practice 3 pg. 157/ Editing Practice 3 pg. 160; Lesson 16, Sentence Practice 3 pg. 168 / Editing Practice 3 pg. 179; Lesson 18 Sentence Practice pg. 186/ Editing Practice pg. 19, Lesson 19 Sentence 3 pg. 195/ Editing Practice pg. 197

(W7-8)

Chapter 11 Comparison and Contrast Read Pages 383-416

13, 

Read and complete exercises for : Grant and Lee: A Study in Contrasts pgs. 405-410,

18-20

I’m Your Teacher, Not Your Internet Provider pgs. 416-421, Sex, Lies, and Conversation



pgs. 436-442.  Execute a comparison and contrast essay from the following prompts 1,2,



3,4,6.  Due 10-27



Grammar in Context: Using Parallism page 390  U9/L30 Sentence Practice 3 pg. 304 

In Commonsense: Editing Practice 2 pg.305.  U9/L31 Sentence Practice 3 pg. 311, Editing Practice 3 pg. 313, Review Test pg. 315  Due 11-3
Mid-Term Exam October 11th.  (It will cover all info. discussed to date.)

Remember NO MAKE-UPS ARE GIVEN!

(W 9-10)
Chapter 12,  Classification and Division Read pgs. 447-461  Read and complete the

25-27
essays and exercises:  College Pressures pgs 462-470, The Dog Ate My Disk, and  

Nov. 1

Other Tales of Woe pgs. 471-476, The Ways We Lie pgs. 485-494.  Pick a prompt


(2,3,5,9,10) and write an essay page 503 Due 11-10      


Grammar in Context: Colon to Introduce your Categories Page 453  


In Commonsense: Unit 8 Lesson 28 pgs. 275-282 Do Sentence Practice 3 pg. 280/ Editing Practice 2 pg. 281

(W 10-11)
Chapter 8: Exemplication Read pgs. 199-213. Read and complete exercises: The Pepper
3,

Principle pgs. 216-222, Just Walk On By: A Black Man Ponders His Power to Alter 

8-10
 
Public Space pgs. 236-24, The human Cost of an Illiterate Society pgs. 248-257



Pick a prompt 3.4.6.7.8.10 and write an essay page 261 Due 11-17


Grammar in Context: Using commas in a series.

(W 12-13)
Chapter 7, Description Read pgs. 143-160  Read essays and complete their corresponding

15-17
exercises.  Panacea pgs. 162-166, Ground Zero pgs 167-171, The Hidden Life of Garbage

22
pgs. 177-182.  Select a prompt (1,3,4,8,9) and execute a complete descriptive essay 

page 196  Due 11-24

In Commonsense: Unit 5/Lesson 13 Sentence Practice 3 pg. 135/ Editing Practice 2 pg. 136. Lesson 14 Sentence Practice 3 pg.144/ Editing Practice 2 pg. 145, Review Test pg. 145  Due 12-1

Grammar in Context: Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers

(W 13-14)
Chapter 14 Argumentation Read pgs. 547-574. Read essays and complete their 
24, 29, 1
corresponding exercises: Debate: How Big A Threat is Global Warming? pgs. 616-628, The Time is to Act Now pgs. 617-622, Global Warming Delusions pgs. 623-628 ~or~ Debate: Is Wal-Mart Good for America? pgs. 629-647, The Case for Wal-Mart pgs. 631-637, Down and Out in Discount America pgs. 638-647. pg. 703 Select a prompt (1,4,7,10) and execute an execute an argumentative essay.   Due 12/6
Grammar in Context: Using Coordinating and Subordinating Conjunctions

In Commonsense: Unit 6, Lesson 15 Sentence Practice 3/Editing Practice 3 pg. 160

Due 12-6

(W 15)                Class Review, Final Exam Part I  12/8

6-8

(W 16)                Personal Conferences/ Final Exam Part II  12/13 
