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Spring 2010
ESL 266W:
Academic Grammar & Writing 

Section:
54108




Units:

4 
Class Schedule:




12:00 – 12:50 PM


MWTH
FEM 12


F
 
LAL 1
Instructor:
Felisa Meter


Tel. (559) 638-0302


E-Mail:  felisa.meter@reedleycollege.edu


Office:
CCI 214 



Office Hours:
M, W, TH - 11:00 - 11:50 a.m.





 (or by arrangement)


This is a learning community class.
You must also be enrolled in Litec 258 (53295, W & Th, 9:00-9:50, LRC 104).
Materials:    

**Great Writing 3: From Great Paragraphs to Great Essays, Second Edition, Keith Folse ($43.00)

· A good English dictionary

· 1 memory key (flash drive)

· Lined paper, pen, and pencil

· A three-ring binder or folders to keep all course papers nicely organized 
for quick reference

· Student email address, scccd.edu/studentemail

Password: P@ssword123
Your e-mail address: last name_student number@my.scccd.edu
**Do not purchase text until you are certain you will take this course.  Once the plastic seal is broken, the bookstore cannot accept returns.





. 

Description:  A writing course for ESL students who are completing language training or are nearly proficient, but need  to develop academic composition skills before taking college-level courses.  The goal of this course is to prepare students for English 125 or English 252.

Subject Prerequisites:  ESL 265 and/or appropriate multiple-measure placement by a counselor, which includes score on approved  ESL test such as the CELSA. 

Course Outcomes:  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

A. write an essay with a discernable structure and clear style

B. respond to a prompt with minimal dependence on instructor 

C. revise and edit own academic writing with little or no help

D. recognize and correct ESL errors such as syntax, false cognates and prepositions

Course Objectives:  In the process of completing this course, students will:
· write essays with discernable structure (beginning/middle/end)

· write essays on assigned topics using basic rhetorical styles

· write summaries and reactions

· use transition words within and between paragraphs

· practice  peer-editing, writing assignments before editing for a last time and turning them in for a grade

· adhere to standard English use of prepositions, spelling, punctuation, capitalization and 

      
word order

· self-monitor for false cognates

· follow accepted English writing conventions
Grading:  This is a credit / no credit course.  Final grades will be calculated as follows:


    Credit (CR) >70%; No Credit (NC)<70%
	                                      Categories                                                                                             Weight               

	Multiple-draft essays* 
	40%

	Summaries and reactions (Homework)
	16%

	Timed impromptu paragraphs or essays* (In-class)
	12%

	Editing quizzes
	12%

	FINAL EXAM (write an academic essay based on a prompt) 
	20%








  

TOTAL=          100%

*  Three essays based on library research (See “Course Outline” on page 3)
Attendance & Make-up Work:  Students who are absent need to make up work missed. Students absent for more than one day should contact the instructor.  Late work may not be accepted.
Cheating &/or Plagiarism:   Students will receive no credit for copied or plagiarized work.
Cancelled Class Notifcation:  Class is not cancelled unless an official yellow Reedley College class cancellation form is posted on the classroom door to this effect.

Accommodations:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodations or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Cell Phones:  Please refrain from using cell phones during class.

Drop Date:
Friday, September 3 (Without penalties)
Final Exam:
Monday, December 13, 12:00-1:50 PM (FEM 12)
No Class:
Monday, September 6 (Labor Day)



Thursday, November 11 (Veterans Day)



Thursday-Friday, November 25-26 (Thanksgiving Holiday) 
· Contact a counselor (Rosalva Valdez) 637-2504 with questions about academic and personal counseling.

· Writing Center & Tutorial Center:  Students in ESL 266W are encouraged to utilize the services of both the Writing Center and the Tutorial Center to optimize their learning experience.
*************************
· Phone numbers of one or two of your classmates:
· Get into groups and write more questions or comments the members of your group might have about the syllabus and/or the class:
ESL 266W Course Outline
	DATE
	Assignments
	Great Writing 3
Pages
(Read before each class)

	Weeks 1-3
	Unit 1

· Writing better sentences
· Verbs, nouns, pronouns

· A well-written paragraph

· Building better vocabulary

Lab assignment: Your development as a writer from past to present.

Writing assignment: Write an opinion and a definition paragraph. (See pages 24 and 25)
Timed writing: To be announced in class. (See page 30)
Homework: Great Writing 3, 192-206
	1-12
13-22
23
26

	Weeks 4-6
	Unit 2
· Five elements of good writing

What are they?

· Using clear descriptive language

· Clear pronoun reference

· Formal or informal writing

· Proofreading

· Building better vocabulary

Lab assignment: Blog—“A Writing Tip”
Writing assignment: Write a descriptive paragraph. (See pages 38-41, 56)
Timed writing: To be announced in class.

Homework: Great Writing 3,  207-217
Editing Test: It will be based on pages13-22, 36 & 192-216.
	31,35, 38, 45, 48
38

36

37

50

51

	Weeks 7-8
	Unit 3
· Descriptive paragraphs

· Building better sentences and vocabulary
· Use of pronouns in academic writing
· Comparison paragraphs
· Subject/verb agreement

· Word forms

· Opinion paragraph

· Cause-effect paragraphs

· Classification paragraph

· Collocations

Lab assignment: Peer editing.
Writing assignment- 
Write two of the following types of paragraphs: opinion, comparison, classification, or process paragraph. (See pages 66, 67, 68, 72)

Homework: Great Writing 3, 217-222
	56
58
58
60-63
65
66
67

68-69

72-73

77

	Weeks 9-10 
	Unit 4 – Descriptive Essays 
· Descriptive Essays
· Outlining a descriptive essay
· Organizing a descriptive essay
· Prepositions of place

· Five-paragraph essay blueprint 

· The writing process, 7 steps (The Essay0
· Building a better vocabulary

Lab assignment: Peer editing 
Writing assignment: Write a descriptive essay (see pages 88-89, 100-103
Homework: Great Writing 3, 223-231, blog
Editing Test
	80-84

85

88

90

90

92-98

99

	Weeks 11-13
	Unit 5 – Comparison Essays – Library research required
· Comparison  essays

· Organizing a comparison essay
· Building better sentences
· Adverbs of degree
· Connectors and transitions

· Comparatives and superlatives of adjectives and adverbs

· Parallel structure
Lab assignment: Grammar exercises, peer editing
Writing assignment: Comparison essay based on some library research (See 119-122, 126-127)
Timed writing: To be announced in class.

Homework: Grammar, research, multiple drafts, blog
Editing Test
	105
106-109
113
114
116, 210-213
117

118

	Weeks 14-15
	Unit 6 – Cause-Effect Essays 
·  Cause-Effect essays

· Building better sentences and vocabulary

· Connectors and transitions
· Ways of expressing past actions
· Preposition combinations with nouns

Lab assignment: Blog-“Your development as a writer “

Writing assignment: Cause-effect essay (See pages 144, 150-152)
Timed writing: To be announced in class.

Homework: Great Writing 3, 232-234 + class handouts
	131-136

137, 142, 148
139

140

142

	Weeks 16-17
	Unit 7 – Classification Essays--Library research required
· Classification essays
· Building better sentences and vocabulary
· Connectors and transitions
· The passive voice
· Adjective clauses
Lab assignment: Blob (topic to be decided in class) 
Writing assignment: Classification essay based on some library research
Timed writing: To be announced in class.

Homework: Great Writing 3, 234-236
Editing Test
	154-160

162,172-173

164

165-166

166








