Counseling 120 - COLLEGE INTRODUCTION

Course Syllabus

Section 58129
Fall 2010
Intructor: Juan Bedolla                
Phone: 638-3641 ext. 3478
Office Hours: By Appointment

Email:juan.bedolla@reedleycollege.edu

Course Time: Fridays 9:00AM-9:50AM 

Location: POR 1
I. Course Description

This course is designed for all students. It exists to orient students to the college environment and educational opportunities. The class includes an introduction to academic procedures and policies, goal setting, educational planning, college services and facilities and an exploration of various opportunities for higher education. Students will develop an educational plan to achieve the goals identified in class.

II. Course Objectives

Upon successful Completion of this course students will be able to:

A. Develop an Educational Goal.

B. Develop an educational plan for completion of a certificate, an     

    Associates Degree and a Transfer Plan.

C. Define terms commonly use in college.

D. Understand campus policies and procedures.

E. Locate and understand Campus resources and services.

F. Implement time management and organization techniques.

G. Demonstrate goal setting and career planning concepts

H. Identify barriers and develop strategies for success.

MATERIALS:

Three-Ring Binder or other form of organization for daily writing and notes. 

(In addition to your notes, handouts, class activities, homework, quizzes and your syllabus should be kept in binder and brought to each class.)

Flash-drive (Useful, but not required.)

Attendance and class participation:

This is a course for students who desire to be successful in college and in life.  One of the most important factors of success in any endeavor is consistent and active participation.  Therefore, students are expected to attend all class sessions.  Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class session.  Students are expected to show up on time and stay for the entire class session. If a student comes to class 10 or more minutes late, he/she will be considered absent.  (However, you should still come so that you do not miss valuable information/work.)  If a student is late to class, he/she should enter and sit down quietly.  (Do not ask your neighbor what we are doing or interrupt the lecture/discussion.  Wait until a break or until after class to find out what was missed.)  Three tardies will be equivalent to one absence.  If a student is unable to attend class, it is his/her responsibility to notify the instructor before the class period and get any missed information or assignments from the instructor or other students.  Assignments will not be posted on Blackboard.  Students should come to each session prepared and actively participate during group activities and class discussions. 

Class Expectations:   To create the very best environment for supporting your success and the success of your classmates, this course has four important rules:

1. Show up!

2. Be prepared!

3. Do the work!

4. Participate actively!

**Please note that if you are disruptive in any way, I will ask you to leave the class for the day.  If you continue to be disruptive, I will file a report with the Dean of Students.  (You are disruptive if you are talking to your neighbor while I am talking or someone else is talking, if you are doing other work besides the assigned task, if you use inappropriate language or tone with me or others, if you are rude, if you talk on your cell phone or text message during class or do not put your cell phone/pager on silent, etc.)
Important Dates:
August 16 (M)-Start of Fall Semester
September 3 (F)-Last day to register for full term class

September 17 (M)-Last day to change a fall class to/from a Pass/No Pass grading basis

October 15 (F)-Last day to drop a full term class.

October 18-December 17 (M-F) Short term classes, second nine weeks

November 11 (Th) Veterans Day (no classes held, campus is open)

November 25-26 (Th-F) Thanksgiving holiday (no classes held, campus closed)

December 13-17 (M-F) Final exams week

December 20 (M) Grades due by noon
III. Grading –(Will be based on 300 points)
A. Must submit Journal entries – 10 points each/50 points total
B. Submit a weekly schedule – 25 points
C. Submit literature from campus services- 25 points total
D. Student must submit a complete education plan appropriate for     

    their stated educational goal by an assigned period. – 50 points
E. Participation Points – 50 points (minus 20 points if 3 absences)
F. Final Exam – 50 points

Total Points

A=270-300

B=240-269

C=210-239

D=180-209

F=   0-179

IV. Textbooks

Reedley College Catalog

http://www.reedleycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=487
Current Schedule of Classes

http://www.reedleycollege.edu/index.aspx?page=226
“Because cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities erode the integrity of the college, each student is expected to exert an entirely honest effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will incur serious consequences.” (RC Catalog page 44)
Accommodations for students with disabilities- If you have a needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, Please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.

Keep in mind that this syllabus is a working document that will guide us throughout the semester. Therefore, this document is subject to change. 

Course Schedule:
Week #1: 08/20/10
Introduction

Go over the syllabus

Why attend college?

Why Counseling 120?

Assignment-Please write a short autobiography about yourself and what do you want from college. (Due 08/27/10)

Week #2  08/27/10

What is College Success?
Goal Setting

Time management

Week #3  09/03/10

Resources scavenger hunt You will need to go different college resources and obtain information on them.
Assignment - Please write about the resources that you found and which ones may benefit you. (Due 09/10/10)

Week #4  09/10/10

Library Tour-How to use various library resources 

Assignment -None 
Week #5  09/17/10

Financial Aid Presentation-or other service presentation.

Campus Policies and Procedures

Important College Terms

Grade Point Average 
Assignment -Please submit a weekly school schedule and how you manage your time after you get out of school.  (Due 09/24/10)
Week #6  09/24/10

Probation and Dismissal Information

Assignment - Now that you have  a month under your belt  in college please write about what you have learned (about yourself, about college etc.) that you wish you had known previously? Write also what you might have done differently so far. (Due 10/01/10)
Week #7  10/01/10

Addressing barriers that exist in obtaining a college education.
Please come to class with a barrier that you have faced in getting your education thus far.

Assignment-None

Week #8  10/08/10

Making the decisions about alcohol and drug use.

Assignment-None

Week #9  10/15/10

Managing Personal Finances

Please come to class with a weekly and monthly budget.

Assignment-None
Week #10 10/22/10

Maintaining health and wellness
Assignment-None

Week #11 10/29/10

Diversity at Reedley College-Respecting Individuality

Assignment-None

Week #12 11/05/10

Majors and careers –what it takes to obtain a certain career

Assignment-None

Week #13 11/12/10

Educational Plan Prerequisites and Basics

What will you need to develop your educational plan

In class opportunity to develop sample Ed plans for certificate and AA/AS degrees. 

Assignment-Start developing Student Educational Plan for either associate degree or transfer to a university (Due 12/03/10)
Week #14 11/19/10

The Transfer Process: Understanding the difference

Assignment-Continue developing Student Educational Plan for either associate degree or transfer to a university (Due 12/03/10)

Week #15 11/26/10

No Class –Thanksgiving

Week #16 12/03/10
The role of a mentor
Assignment-Who is your mentor? Consider people in your life who have made an impact on you (not a family member). Do any of them fit the definition of a mentor? If so, describe your relationship with this person and focus on how they have influenced your thinking, behaviors, and decision-making. If you have not had a mentor in your life, decide if you think it would be a good thing. If not, why not. If yes, describe the kind of mentor you will find helpful. (Due 12/10/10)
Week #17 12/10/10

Review for final and give out take home final
Assignment-None
Week #18 12/17/10

Final exam due and evaluations
At 0900 in POR-1
