“Excuses are tools of incompetence used to build monuments of nothingness. Those who use them seldom amount to anything”

CHILD DEVELOPMENT 33A
Early Childhood Curriculum - Friday 8am- 10:50pm

Amanda Taintor 638-3641 ext 3152/ (Amanda.taintor@reedleycollege.edu)

Office hours: Tues: 9-10/ Wed: 4-5/ Thur.: 1-2/ Fri 11-12

Resource Room:  Tues.: 10-11/ Wed.: 5-6/ Thur.:12-1

Course Description

This course will offer an intense study of Early Childhood curriculum in areas of art, dramatic play, puppets, sensory exploration, music, movement, oral language, and children’s literature.
Course Objectives:
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Apply knowledge of developmentally appropriate activities for preschool children in art, music, movement, dramatic play and oral language

2. Analyze stages of developmental play and oral language

3. Compare creative versus non-creative early childhood environments

4. Describe developmentally appropriate practices in curriculum

5. Identify the importance of the process over the product in activities with young children

6. Review activities for bias

7. Understand concepts of adapting experiences and enhancing or increasing “access” to an experience

Course Outcomes:
1. Select, design and evaluate quality art, drama, music and movement activities that promote learning and full inclusion

2. Plan, implement and evaluate developmentally appropriate activities in art, drama, music, and movement for typically and atypically developing children.
TEXTS/MATERIALS

Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth through Age 
8 (3d ed.) by Carol Copple & Sue Bredekamp, eds

Basics of Developmentally Appropriate Practice: An Introduction to Teachers of Children 3 to 6 

by Carol Copple & Sue Bredekamp
Accomodations
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.), per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or section 504 of the Rehabilitation Ace, please contact me ASAP.  I am happy to work with students to ensure and support your academic success.

Blackboard Companion Course:  


You can visit the Blackboard companion for this course to review the instructor-given presentations and discussion topics for any class meeting you may have missed or want to review.  You can also take sample quizzes, view course handouts and assignments, and even check your grades.  

To visit Blackboard, simply click on the Bb link near the bottom of the Reedley College Web-page at www.reedleycollege.edu.  

Blackboard is not a required part of this course.  This companion is provided simply as a courtesy to the students.  You DO NOT have to use Blackboard for any section of this course.

Having Problems?


If at any time you find you are having trouble succeeding in this course, whether because of a change in your life circumstances or because of something you don’t understand about the materials, please see the instructor.  There are a number of services available to assist Reedley College students in succeeding in their coursework.  

Class Policies and Procedures:  

Attendance: 


Learning through sharing and experiences are a large part of this class.  Regular attendance is EXPECTED.   If you stop coming to class after the deadline, you will get an "F."  If you choose to be dropped from this course it is YOUR responsibility to notify the records office by the drop deadline.  Late arrivals and early departures will have a negative effect on your grade.  

It is your responsibility to plan your time wisely and get the assignments done in a timely manner.   

It is your responsibility to respect the requirements and rules of this course.  You will be held accountable for all announcements made in class whether you are present or not.  You need to get the phone number of a fellow student(s) in order to get information in case of your absence.

Name_____________________ Phone#_____________________________

Name_____________________ Phone#_____________________________ 

Late Work:  All assignments must be turned in on the due date for full credit.  The semester is broken up into four different units. All work must be turned in during that unit.

Submitting Assignments: You can submit assignments to the instructor during class, to the main switch board before the class period or on blackboard in the course turnitin assignments section. NO EMAILED ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED!!

Missed Tests:  Inform the instructor as soon as you know you will miss a test day and arrangements will be made for you to take the test at another time.  If you fail to inform the instructor before the test date, it will be too late for you to make up that test.  Do not take this lightly.  No excuses will be accepted.

Final Grade Sign-out:  Students will be required to sign-out on the final day of class, indicating agreement to the final grade assigned to them as determined by the accumulation of points throughout the semester.  

Retaining Returned Assignments:  Students disagreeing with the assigned final grade will be required to supply evidence to the contrary.  Therefore, it is suggested that students retain all returned/graded assignments and tests until after they have signed-out on the final day of class.

Cheating/Plagiarism:  Cheating and/or plagiarism will not be tolerated.  A student will receive no credit for the assignment if in the opinion of the instructor the individual has cheated.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Changing Syllabus Statement:  This course syllabus is equivalent to a contract between the instructor and the student.  However, the information in this syllabus is subject to change at any time during the term.  All changes will be stated in class and students are responsible for noting such changes. In the event that you are absent on the day changes are made, it is your responsibility to find out the changes and adhere to them.

The student’s decision to attend the class denotes acceptance of:  

This syllabus as a contract outlining the student’s responsibilities to complete all required assignments by the due dates

The policy that late assignments will not be accepted 

The changing syllabus statement

The expectations of this course as outlined in this syllabus

That final grades are determined on the basis of accumulated points from required assignments 

The policy that students are responsible for supplying evidence of any discrepancy in grades as determined by returned/graded assignments. 

Students disagreeing with the above statements should withdrawal from this course section and enroll in a section of this course taught by another instructor.

Important Dates: 

August 16: Start of Fall Semester

August 27: Last day to drop for a refund

September 3: Last day to register for full term fall class

September 6: Labor day-No Class

October 15: Last day to drop without an F grade

November 11: Veterans Day-No Class

November 25-26: Thanksgiving Holiday-NO Class

December 17: End of Fall semester

Assignments
Curriculum Lesson Plans

The purpose of this assignment is for students to demonstrate understanding and applications of course content and problem-solving abilities through creating lessons plans for four curriculum areas and demonstrating the activities in class.




Art




Sensory




Music/Movement




Dramatic Play/puppets


Each written lesson is worth 10points. Each in-class demonstration of lessons is worth 10 points (80 points in total). Bring copies of each lesson for the class. For demonstrations of activities both in class and with children, students will need to provide materials unless otherwise available in class.

Practical Application of Curriculum & Assessment – 




25 points
· Students will demonstrate activities from the curriculum they have designed to a group of preschool children. Students will choose one of the lessons from the four curriculum areas to do with a small group of children at one of the lab schools (Madera, Willow or Reedley).
· Self-Evaluation of the activity. If you cannot make arrangements at the lab schools, please see the instructor
10 Chapter Reviews -100 points Journal 





100 points
10 entries 5 points each  
This journal will be used to record thoughts and reactions from the class discussion for that day.  This is not a recap from the day but rather what you gained or discovered from the class.  I encourage you to write each day after class so the thoughts are fresh.  The journals will be checked three times during the semester. 
Exams










100 points 

There will be both a midterm and final exam during the course of the assignment.

