REEDLEY COLLEGE

DEPARMENT OF FOREIGN LANGUAGES

SUMMER SESSION 2009 (JUNE 29- AUGUST 07)

SPANISH 1  SCHD # 70877 (4 UNITS) MEETS  DAILY   8:00 – 10:50 A.M.  AGRI 15
PROFESOR:  RENE U. IRAHETA

PHONE NUMBER:  (559) 638-3641  

E-MAIL (CORREO ELECTRONICO):  rene.iraheta@reedleycollege.edu

OBJECTIVE AND CONTENT OF THE COURSE (OBJETIVO Y CONTENIDO DEL CURSO)

The objectives of the course are that each student can acquire the basic principles of grammar, reading and conversation.  During the summer session we will study the verb in its present and past tense, and the student will learn the most important idiomatic expressions and the basic vocabulary to begin a conversation.  We hope that every student will reach the necessary level of knowledge to continue the study of the language. 

Every week we will cover one chapter and we will use visual and auditory help in order that the learning experience can be an effective one.  Every week the students will have an evaluation to re-emphasize what has been learned and the student will be evaluated over the material studied in class and homework.  Participation is fundamental in the acquisition of the Spanish language and we will try to create a good environment in class to stimulate the student’s motivation.  Every student will have to reinforce what he has received in class by doing the homework and at the same time the instructor will help the student to be prepared for the quizzes.  We will not tolerate any conduct that interrupts, distracts or disturbs the experiencing of learning.    

ASSIGMENTS

WRITTEN & ORAL EXAMS (EXAMENES ESCRITOS Y ORALES):  During the course there will be a total of six exams.  An exam will be given every week. 

Homework (TAREAS).  :  You will be required to turn in the workbook pages from every chapter to your instructor at the end of each chapter.  

Attendance will be taken at the beginning of each class.  Attendance and participation in class activities are essential to learning.  You will be allowed (3) absences, excused or unexcused.  Each absence over (3) will affect your final grade.  
Participation in class (PARTICIPACION EN CLASE):  It is expected that every student participate in this class, understand and respect every student.   

Paper (ENSAYO):  Every student will have to write a two page paper.  It will be a biographical essay.  The goal of this paper is that each student can practice the vocabulary learned during class.  The paper will be written during lab time.  I won’t accept papers that were not written during this time.  
Movie Reports (2):  Every student will have to write two movie reports during the semester.  I will provide twenty possible movies.  The movies will be about the Hispanic culture and the reports must be written about a topic or main idea that you think is shown in the movie.  In addition you should include your reactions, impressions, cultural differences or any other comment about the movie
Make-up Policy. Unless otherwise noted above, a make-up exam will be given only in the case of a prior College sponsored commitment or an excused absence for illness or family emergency with proper official documentation, at the discretion of the course coordinator.   

Classroom Policies.  Your instructor will provide you with classroom policies and expectations, such as: no gum, no cell-phones, no English, etc.  You are also expected to respect your fellow classmates and their efforts to learn and produce the language.  Student’s conduct which disrupts the learning process will not be tolerated and may lead to disciplinary action and/or removal from class.

Cheating: For information on the College policy regarding cheating and plagiarism, refer to the Schedule of Courses (Legal Notices on Cheating and Plagiarism) or the College Catalog (Policies and Regulations).
Students with Disabilities: Upon identifying themselves to the instructor and the college, students with disabilities will receive reasonable accommodation for learning and evaluation. 

Goals.  There are four main areas of Spanish proficiency: Speaking, Listening, Reading, And Writing.  By the end of the summer you will be expected to be able to carry on simple conversations in Spanish, understand general

GRADING (EVALUACION)

1.  WRITTEN & ORAL EXAMS (PRUEBAS) (6) 10% EACH ONE ……………..60%

2. HOMEWORK (CUADERNO DE TAREAS)……………………….…………. 10%

3. BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAY (ENSAYO)………………………………………….10%
4.   ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION(ASISTENCIA Y   

      PARTICIPACION)…………………………………….………………………...10% 

5.  MOVIE REPORTS (2)…………………………………..………………………..10%
GRADING SCALE:  100-90%  A; 89-80%  B; 79-70%  C;  69-60%  D; below 60%  F

REQUIRED TEXT (TEXTO REQUERIDO)

1. Eduardo Zayas Bazan, Susan M. Bacon.  ARRIBA!  Comunicacion y Cultura.  Volumen 1. Pearson Custom Publishing, Massachuset. Fifth edition.  2008    

2. CUADERNO DE TRABAJO. (Chapters 1-6)  
OPTIONAL TEXTS (TEXTOS OPCIONALES)

2.  THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO SPANISH - ENGLISH DICTIONARY.  The 

      University of Chicago Press, 1987.  Fourth Edition.

3.   501 SPANISH VERBS.  Kendris, Christopher.  Barron's Educational Series, Inc. 

      Fouth Edition.  

COURSE OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
engage in conversation, applying “survival skill” Spanish outside of the classroom in a variety of  contexts within the limits of personal language experience.  These contexts include meeting people; describing oneself; talking about family, friends, pastimes and habits; and making plans.


B.
choose, evaluate and apply the correct usage of basic grammatical structures to express ideas, describe present events, ask simple questions, and respond, both orally and in writing, to simple questions. 

C.
read and understand specific pieces of information from authentic, graphically-represented text such as ads, short magazine or newspaper articles, and short stories.

D.
meet and get to know native speakers of Spanish through face-to-face contact, personal correspondence, the Internet, or travel.

E.
have a greater understanding and appreciation of the diversity of Hispanic cultures 
and the products of these cultures.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
understand and interact in simple spoken Spanish within the range of vocabulary 
topics and structures covered in this course.

B.
recognize and employ new vocabulary and grammatical structures in order to communicate ideas, both orally and in writing, in the present tense.

C.
understand basic written texts, using contextual clues, vocabulary recognition, grammar knowledge, cognates, and inferences.              

D.
review, recall and use previously learned vocabulary and grammatical structures while continuing to augment and expand this base of knowledge.

E.
compare and contrast the target language and cultures with the language and cultures  
of the U.S. 

F.
demonstrate a low beginner level of proficiency in the five skills as mandated by the competency guidelines of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL): listening comprehension, speaking, reading, writing and an understanding of the people and cultures of Spanish-speaking countries.






COURSE CONTENT OUTLINE:

A.
Oral


1.
 Communicative activities: Paired and group work 

2.  Exercises

3. Reading aloud

4. Oral presentations

B.
Vocabulary

The presentation of new vocabulary is generally organized thematically in textbooks, therefore vocabulary will vary according to the selected textbook.  Following is a list of vocabulary topics typically covered in Spanish 1:

1.  Greetings and salutations

2. Personal description and identification

3. Colors

4. Numbers (cardinal and ordinal)

5. Clothing

6. Parts of the body

7. Telling time

8. School and student life

9. Family and home life

10. Pastimes, sports, activities and preferences

11. Days of the week, months of the year, seasons, weather

12. Holidays, vacation and travel

13. Occupations

C.
Grammatical Concepts and Structures*

1. Nouns and articles, gender and number

2. Distinctions of formality and grammatical consequences

3. Subject pronouns

4. Adjectives: gender, number, position; demonstrative and possessive

5. Regular verbs (present tense)

6. Irregular and stem-changing verbs (present tense)

7. The present progressive

8. Expressing future events (ir + a + infinitive)

9. Uses of gustar
10. Question formation and negation

11. Uses of tener
12. Uses of the infinitive

13. Uses of ser and estar
14. Object pronouns (direct and indirect)

15. Introduction to the preterite, regular verbs

*Depending on the specific textbook the following may be included: saber and conocer, reflexive verbs, and comparisons.

D.
Writing


1.
Exercises: transformations, question and answer, sentence completion, and 


translation


2.
Descriptive paragraphs


3.
Brief compositions

4. Orthography: the Spanish alphabet, rules of spelling, pronunciation and accent marks

E.
Hispanic Civilization and Culture

1. Basic geography

2. Introduction to cultural diversity within the Hispanic world

3. Introduction to linguistic diversity within the Spanish language 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

	JUNE 29
	(M)
	INSTRUCCION BEGINS

	JULY 06
	(M)
	LAST DAY TO DROP THE CLASS

	JULY 4
	(S)
	INDEPENDENCE DAY

	AUGUST 07
	(F)
	LAST DAY OF CLASS


BE AWARE OF THE DROP DEADLINE DATE!!!

Students are expected to be responsible and follow the formal procedure at the Admissions and Records office.  Last drop date for this class:  July 06th   After this date every student enrolled in the class will receive a letter grade.

The success in this class may depend of the motivation, effort and total participation of the student during the semester.
This syllabus and schedule are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances.  If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to check on announcements made while you were absent.
