English 3: Critical Reading & Writing
Summer 2009 – Section 70460
MTWThF 10:30-12:00 (CCI 202)

Instructor         Deborah Lyons

E-mail               deborah.bennett@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours   Available in the Writing Center by appointment

Course Description

This course is designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English 1A/1AH.  The course will focus on the development of logical reasoning and analytical and argumentative writing skills based primarily on works of non-fiction.

Prerequisites
To take this course you must have achieved a grade of C or better in either ENGL 1A or ENGL 1AH.
Required Text
Barnet, Sylvan and Bedau, Hugo. Current Issues and Enduring Questions:  A Guide to Critical 

Thinking and Argument with Readings. 8th Edition. Boston: St. Martin's Press, 2008.
Course Outcomes & Objectives

COURSE OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. read and critically evaluate college-level non-fiction material from a variety of sources on themes from different content area.

B. distinguish between valid and sound arguments and invalid and unsound arguments.

C. demonstrate an ability to recognize formal and informal fallacies in language and thought and avoid them in the construction of their argument.

D. recognize and use deductive and inductive language.

E. distinguish factual statements from judgmental statements and knowledge from opinion.

F. make effective inferences from information presented.

G. recognize and use denotative and connotative aspects of language.

H. research and evaluate outside sources for use in the development of their own writing.

I. write summaries of one source, critical analysis of a single source or of two sources with a unified approach, and synthesis papers of multiple sources.

J. use causal analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, refutation, and interpretation effectively in college-level prose.

K. demonstrate the ability to write correct college-level prose containing proper essay structure, organization, development and 
diction and mechanics.

L. identify the deliberate abuses and manipulations of rhetoric so they can identify them in general usage and avoid them in their own writing.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
read and critically evaluate college-level non-fiction material from a variety of sources on themes from different content 
areas.

B.
identify and analyze the structure of arguments underlying the texts they read.

C.
evaluate the validity and soundness of arguments.

D.
identify common formal and informal fallacies of language and thought.

E.
distinguish and use deductive and inductive reasoning.

F.
distinguish factual statements from judgmental statements and knowledge from opinion.

G.
draw sound inferences from information presented.

H.
distinguish and use the denotative and connotative aspects of language.
 I.
research and evaluate outside sources for use in the development of their own writing.

J.
receive direct instruction in the writing strategies of summary of a single source, critical analysis of a single source or of two 
sources with a unified approach, and synthesis of multiple sources.

K.
write assigned essays that employ the strategies of summary, critical analysis, and synthesis and that emphasize such tasks as causal analysis, advocacy of ideas, definition, persuasion, evaluation, refutation, and interpretation.

L.
demonstrate continued development in writing correct college-level prose by attention to essay structure, organization, and 
development and to diction and mechanics (punctuation, spelling, and grammar).

M.
participate in supervised sessions of individual and group peer review, editing, and revision of writing assignments.

N.
identify some of the deliberate abuses and manipulations of rhetoric so they can identify them in general usage and avoid them in their own writing.


Grades & Assignments

A. Participation, homework, attendance

5%

B. Summaries and quizzes 
 

25%
C. Critical analysis papers 


25%
D. Argument paper 



15%
E. Research paper 



20%
F. Final exam




10% 
Participation & homework
This will include general classroom discussions, group work, peer editing workshops, brief writing exercises from the text book, and a presentation on logical fallacies.
Summaries and quizzes

You will write a weekly summary of 300 or more words (typed, MLA format) on an assigned reading. In addition there will be a weekly quiz on terms and concepts presented in lectures and from assigned readings. 

Critical Analysis Papers

You will write 2 critical analysis papers of 750 words each, evaluating and analyzing essays from our text book. 
Argument Paper

You will write one argument paper, presenting your well reasoned position on a controversial topic. 1,000 words.  
Research Paper
Your last essay will be a research based paper of 1,500 words. You will need to conduct independent research on your topic in order to present a knowledgeable and convincing argument.
Final Exam
The final exam will be based on concepts and key terms from assigned readings and class lectures.   

Important Dates
June 29 (M) Start of 6-Week Summer session

July 3 (F) Independence Day observed (no classes held, campus closed)
August 7 (F) Final Exam 10:30-12:00
August 7 (F) End of 6-Week, 8-Week and 10-Week Summer sessions
Class Policies
· Attendance will be called at the beginning of class. You will receive 5 points for each day in attendance which cannot be made up if you come late. It is your responsibility to contact me or to be aware of assignments and deadlines should you miss class. Excessive absences will put you in danger of being dropped from the class.  Please note: being absent is not an excuse for turning in late work. You will need to submit any work via email or to my mail box by the start time of class on the date the assignment is due. Missed in-class work may not be made up.
· Switch off your cell phones in the classroom, or leave them on silent. Do not send text messages, answer calls or play games during class. I may ask you to leave if you do not respect this rule. 
· Observe other students’ right to learn by being courteous and attentive.

Plagiarism
Plagiarism is both dishonest and sloppy. Academic honesty is crucial for your success in this class and your college career. Plagiarism is using another person’s writing or ideas as though it is your own work. If students are found plagiarizing they risk failing the assignment and potentially the course. If you have any questions about plagiarism and how to avoid it, please ask.
Students with disabilities:

If you have any need for academic accommodation, please let me know. I am interested in your success. Contact Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) at (559) 638-0332 or visit their website for more information: http://www.reedleycollege.edu/services/dsp/LD.htm.

