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English 125, College Writing Skills, RC Web
Instructor:
Mr. Dominguez 

Office/phone: 
Annex 2/ 638-3641, ext 3745


E-mail:
david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu.
Office Hours:
By appointment only.
Dear Students,

· My standards are high. I teach the class while assuming that everyone in it wants to take English 1A and transfer to a four year university; thus, I am teaching you how to read and write effectively at the university level. 
· Who shouldn’t take this class? If you failed English 125 during an eighteen week semester, this class may not be for you. If you have poor basic writing skills, this class may not be for you. If you are not serious about school, this class is DEFINITELY not for you. 
· Who is this class for? This class is for dedicated college students who already possess good basic writing skills. 
· This is obviously an online course. If you are not serious, self-motivated, and good at following directions, you will not do well. Also, it goes without saying that you should feel very comfortable working online. 
· I will have zero patience for students who WASTE my time because they lack discipline.

· If you still decide to take this class, then you must be the type of student who is serious about his education—the type of student who is willing and ready to work hard. To those students, I look forward to having you in my class.
Sincerely,

Mr. Dominguez

Course Description
This course will focus on several important areas: developing of the process of writing, revising, and finishing papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas; avoiding common writing errors; developing reading skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; developing critical thinking by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience; and by using writing as thinking to explore and express ideas.
Course Outcomes

1. Upon completion of this course, you will be able to:
1. Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans.

2. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently.

3. Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support.

4. Write with some sophistication:  introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance.

5. Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate.

6. Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses throughout a piece.

7. Construct syntactically correct sentences. 
8. Use a variety of rhetorics and structures, including documented sources.

9. Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources.

2. You will demonstrate a command of the course outcomes by writing essays and through your performance on a final grammar exam. Your essays will be written according to the following guidelines. By following these guidelines, you will demonstrate your ability to write well. Theses guidelines cover several important skills:

1. Your ability to write an introduction.


1. thesis



2. supportive material



3. transition

2. Your ability to write good paragraphs in the body of the essay.



1. topic sentence



2. context



3. direct quotation



4. critical thinking 



5. transition

3. Your ability to write a concluding paragraph.



1. restate the thesis



2. restate the supportive material



3. make a final statement

4. Your ability to cite direct quotations using the MLA methods discussed in class.

5. Your ability to avoid fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses.

6. Your ability to use basic skills, such as, but not limited to, spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.

7. Your ability to complete a list of works cited using the MLA methods discussed in class. Your ability to follow directions.

Please Purchase the Following Texts and Supplies at the RC Bookstore

1. The Effects of Knut Hamson on a Fresno Boy by Gary Soto (required).

2. The Hudson Book of Poetry: 150 Poems Worth Reading by McGraw Hill (required).

Semester Grading

One basic skills essay. 


a. 100 points.


b. Graded based on your ability to follow directions, write a basic essay, and use basic writing
                   skills.
One basic skills and sentence writing essay.


a. 100 points.


b. Graded based on your ability to follow directions, write a basic essay, use basic skills, and on
                   your ability to write well-composed sentences.
Four essays that respond to readings:


a. 100 points.


b. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and on your command of the course

 
    outcomes.
One final grammar:


a. 100 points.


b. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and on your command of grammar.

Semester Grading Scale: 700-630 = A; 629-560 = C; 559-490 = D; 489-420 = D; 419-000 = F 
Checking Your Grades: You can check your grades on our Blackboard website. Under the “Tools” option, click on “My Grades.” On Blackboard, minus and plus grades are shown (“A-”), but for your final semester grades, only whole grades are awarded (“A”). “Running Weighted Total” refers to your most current grade in the class. Check your grade on a regular basis. 
Grading Rubric Guidelines
An “A” paper…

· Follows directions.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Contains excellent basic writing skills.
· Shows an understanding of the text.
· Contains no fragments, comma splices, or sentence fuses.
· Demonstrates an outstanding awareness of how to develop an essay. 

· Contains outstanding critical thinking.
A “B” paper…

· Follows directions.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Contains excellent basic writing skills.
· Shows an understanding of the text.
· Contains up to one fragment, comma splice, and/or sentence fuse.
· Demonstrates a good awareness of how to develop an essay.
· Contains good critical thinking.
A “C” paper…

· Follows directions.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Contains good-excellent basic writing skills.
· Shows an understanding of the text.
· Contains up to two fragments, comma splices, and/or sentence fuses.
· Understands how to develop an essay although may struggle with “key words.”

· Has begun to wrestle with critical thinking however needs to improve. 

A “D” paper…

· Follows directions.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Contains poor-fair basic writing skills.
· Shows an understanding of the text.
· Contains up to three fragments, comma splices, and/or sentence fuses.
· Does not understand how to develop an essay. 

· Does not understand critical thinking.
An “F” paper… 
· Does not follow directions.
· Does not contain a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Does not demonstrate an understanding of the text.
· Does not understand how to develop an essay. 

· Students earn “Fs” usually because they did not read the assigned texts or because they missed important lectures.
Format for All Essays
1. Follow the MLA guidelines as discussed in class. 

2. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not be accepted or will receive significantly lower grades.
Turning in Assignments

All work must be turned in as Microsoft Word (2003 or older) attachments. To turn in work, go to our Blackboard website, click on “Tools” and submit your work via the “Digital Drop box.” No exceptions.
Completing Assignments and Missing Deadlines
All assignments must be completed on the given due dates. If you miss a deadline, you will receive a zero on the assignment. If you are unable to complete an assignment due to an emergency, I may consider a make-up assignment if you are able to present appropriate documentation. Missing class is never an excuse for missing an assignment. 
	Summer Tutoring

Tutoring will be available this summer. Reedley College student Maricela Sanchez will be on the discussion board (via our Blackboard website) five days a week. Here are her hours:

Monday, 2:00-5:45
Tuesday, 2:00-5:45
Wednesday, 2:00-5:45
Thursday, 2:00-5:45
Friday, 9:30-11:45

You can log onto the discussion board and ask her intelligent questions. Here are some examples:
1) Is this a good thesis?

2) Is this a good topic sentence?

3) Is this a fragment?

4) Is this an example of a concrete image?

Taking advantage of having a tutor in the class will be very useful. However, Ms. Sanchez will not answer certain types of questions:

1) Can you proofread my essay?

2) Is my essay good?

3) Can you read my essay and tell me what you think?
4) Can you read my essay and tell me if it has any errors?
Because you are asking questions on the discussion board, your questions have to be simple and precise. Do not ask Maricela to proofread your paper! Remember, ask simple and precise questions. Your questions and Maricela’s answers will remain on the discussion board all summer so that you can refer back to them. Thus, the discussion board will become a reference book.




Extra Credit

There will be no extra credit this summer.

Academic Behavior
If you demonstrate poor academic behavior, you will be suspended from class. If you continue to be a problem, you will be referred to the dean of students who reserves the right to suspend you for additional meetings. Poor academic behavior includes anything that your instructor finds disruptive. Consider yourselves warned.
Plagiarism
If you are caught plagiarizing any work, you may receive an automatic “F” on the assignment or dropped from the course, with the appropriate grade, and referred to campus administration.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Course Outline (pages 5-7)
June
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	15
1) Read the syllabus.

2) Buy books.
	16
1) Basic skills.


	17
1) Basic skills.

2) Essay 1 assigned.


	18
1) Work on essay 1.

2) Office hours.
	19
1) Essay 1 due by 12:00PM.

	22
1) Complete sentences.

2) Fragments.
	23
1) Comma splices.

2) Sentence fuses.
	24
1) Sentence review.

2) Essay 2 assigned.
	25
1) Work on essay 2.

2) Office hours.
	26
1) Essay 2 due by 12:00PM.



	29
1) Read “The Girl on the Can of Peas” by Soto.

2) Thesis.

3) Introduction.
	30
1) Body paragraphs.
	
	
	


July

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	
	1

1) Body paragraphs.

2) Conclusion.

3) Essay 3 assigned on “The Jacket” by Soto.
	2

1) Work on essay 3.

2) Office hours.
	3

Essay 3 due by 12:00PM.

	6

1) Read and discuss “First Love” by Soto.
	7

1) Read and discuss “First Love” by Soto.
	8

1) Read and discuss “First Love” by Soto.

2) Essay 4 assigned on “Finding a Wife” by Soto.
	9

1) Work on essay 4.

2) Office hours.
	10

Essay 4 due by 12:00PM

	13

1) Read and discuss “This Man (1)” by Soto.
	14

1) Read and discuss “This Man (1)” by Soto.
	15

1) Read and discuss “This Man (1)” by Soto.

2) Essay 5 assigned on “This Man (2)” by Soto.
	16

1) Work on essay 5.

2) Office hours.
	17

Essay 5 due by 12:00PM.

	20

1) Read and discuss “Piedra” by Soto
	21

1) Read and discuss “Piedra” by Soto.
	22

1) Read and discuss “Piedra” by Soto.
2) Essay 6 assigned on “The Childhood Worries, or Why I Became a Writer” by Soto.
	23

1) Work on essay 6.

2) Office hours.
	24

Essay 6 due by 12:00PM.

	27

1) Read and discuss “The Fish” (poetry anthology) by Elizabeth Bishop.
	28

1) Read and discuss “The Fish” (poetry anthology) by Elizabeth Bishop. 
	29

1) Read and discuss “The Fish” (poetry anthology) by Elizabeth Bishop.
2) Essay 7 assigned on “Oranges” (poetry anthology) by Gary Soto.
	30

1) Work on essay 7.

2) Office hours.
	31

Essay 7 due by 12:00PM.


August

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	3
1) Grammar review.
	4
1) Grammar review.
	5
1) Grammar review.
	6
1) Grammar review.

2) Final grammar exam assigned.
	7
1) Final grammar exam due by 12:00PM.









