COURSE SYLLABUS

	Child Development 33-B
Early Childhood Curriculum-Emphasis on Math, Science, and Literacy
Summer 2009 

MTWTh 1:00-3:00 PM SOC 36

Reedley College
	Linda Conde - Instructor

(559) 940-0364

06/29 – 08/06/2009

E-mail: lindaconde@reedleycollege.edu


COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This course will offer an intense study of Early Childhood Curriculum in areas of math, science, literacy and blockology.  Integration of these areas with art, dramatic play, puppets, music and movement will be explored.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:  As a result of successful completion of this course, students will:

· Apply knowledge of developmentally appropriate activities for preschool children in math, science and literacy.

· Analyze stages of learning in the curriculum areas.

· Compare and test various math and science games and activities.

· Describe developmentally appropriate practices in curriculum.

· Compare various early childhood math programs.
· Explore children’s literature and the components of pre-reading and writing skills.
· Design material geared to full-inclusion.

COURSE OUTCOMES: Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Select, design and evaluate quality math, science and literacy materials that promote learning and full inclusion. 

B. Plan, implement and evaluate developmentally appropriate activities in math, science and literacy for typically and atypically developing children.

TEXTBOOK:  

Required: 
An Activities Handbook for Teachers of Young Children,


6th Edition, by Doreen J. Croft.  Publisher: Houghton Mifflin Co.

Recommended:  Science Activities A-Z


    Math Activities A-Z

CONTACTING INSTRUCTOR BY E-MAIL:  My e-mail address is lindaconde@reedleycollege.edu I only open mail from senders that I recognize so always include your name and “CD 33-A” on the subject line when e-mailing me.  If you do not receive a prompt reply, please follow-up with a telephone call to me.

Please turn off or mute all electronic devices prior to class.
CLASS FORMAT:  Lectures, group discussions, videos and in-class activities will be used to present the material.  You are expected to read the assigned textbook chapters and complete assignments prior to class so that you are prepared to actively participate at each session.
ATTENDANCE:” Students are expected to attend every meeting of all classes for which you are registered.  Whenever absences in hours exceed the number of hours the class meets per week, the instructor will consider whether there are mitigating circumstances which may justify the absences.  If the instructor determines that such circumstances do not exist, the instructor may exclude the student from the class.”  To avoid being dropped you should contact the instructor when absences are for emergency reasons.  You are expected to be prompt and remain for the full class session. Attendance will be taken at each class session and it is your responsibility to sign-in.  

If you stop attending this class (or wish to drop a class) it is your responsibility to drop the class yourself—officially with the Office of Admissions and Records.  Failure to do so may result in a grade of “F” in this class.
STUDENT CONDUCT AND CHEATING:  Plagiarism is the use of others’ words and/or ideas without clearly acknowledging their source. When you incorporate those words and ideas into your own work, you must give credit where credit is due.  Plagiarism, intentional or unintentional, is considered academic dishonesty and is not tolerated.  Keep your work original.
ACADEMIC SUCCESS:
In order to succeed at the highest level in college, be sure to utilize the Reedley College services that are available.

· Tutorial

· Disabled student services

· Computer lab

· Library

· Counseling

College success means planning ahead and scheduling everything.

ACCOMMODATION FOR STUDENT WITH DISABILITIES

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.), per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me As Soon As Possible (ASAP), I am happy to work with students to ensure and support your academic success. 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SUCCESSFUL ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT:  

· English proficiency is essential in reading, comprehension, as well as writing.

· Complete your assignments prior to the lecture and attend each class session.
· Form a study group.  Help each other.  Trade phone numbers.

· Ask the instructor for help.  

COMPUTER LABS AND WRITING ASSISTANCE:
If you do not have a personal computer for word processing, refer to the Schedule of Classes for a listing of open computer labs on campus.  The Writing Center offers students individualized help with writing reports. I strongly encourage the use of the writing center at Reedley College; either in person or through online services.
MEET YOUR DEADLINES:

In-class assignments must be turned in at the end of each class meeting.  Other assignments are expected to be turned in on-time.  The number of points deducted for late assignments will be 20% of the total value of the assignment.  For example, if the assignment has a value of 80 points, 16 points will be deducted if turned in late.  

If you can not personally hand-in your assignment on time, other ways to meet your deadline are to:

· Turn it in ahead of time or have someone drop it off for you.

· E-mail it to the instructor.  Be sure to include your name on the subject line.
· Address to instructor and place in faculty slot of campus mailroom in Administration Building.

· Telephone instructor if you have a serious emergency.
DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS

Out-of-class written assignments must be typed using a 12 point font and will be graded for content, as well as composition.  Please follow formats provided for assignments.  Use spell-check and have someone proof your work.  If you are unsure of your writing skills, seek assistance.  Grading of assignments will be based on the following criteria:

· Content and Development






60%

Completed all parts of assignment thoroughly

Demonstrates understanding

Original/appropriate approach

· Organization







20%

Appropriate order of ideas

Appropriate cohesion/progression of ideas/transitions

Followed assignment format standards; neatness of work

· Language Use and Format





20%

No grammatical or sentence errors

No spelling/punctuation/capitalization errors
Correct word usage/idiom
In-class Activities/Assignments – 10 points each; total 50 points

In class group or individual work will be provided 5 times during the semester to promote application of material.

Students will be required to give an oral presentation OR submit a written report prior to leaving class that day.

Total points are between 0-10, based on the group’s level of successful completion.

There are no make-ups on missed activities.

Circle Time Presentation  (25 points)
A quality circle time is loved by children.

This is the opportunity to practice circle time and identify any areas that may be more challenging for you.

Follow the Circle Time Lesson Plan – flannel board stories, magnetic story cards and puppets w/stories.

There are no make-ups on missed presentation dates.

Components of Science – 50 points

Science content is more than isolated facts such as the stages in the life of a butterfly.  Scientific facts are important, but how they are put together into meaningful ideas is more significant.

To decide which concepts children learn, observe children’s scientific interests and what they see and do every day. 

Your observations will fall into three categories that are the components of science (National Research Council, 1996): 
· Physical science
· Life science
· Earth and the environment
Define the three categories.
Self Evaluation – 25 points

As an early childhood educator describe the following:

· Your strengths.

· Skills or knowledge you would like to enhance.

· The next step on your career ladder.

· How you plan to achieve your goals.

Small Group Project/Lesson Plans: (25) points

These are designed to give you practice in writing lesson plans and executing teaching activities.  It is very important to spend the time required to do quality lessons plans.

Students can work in small teaching teams.  If a member of the team is not contributing, please let the instructor know.

Each member of the team will turn in his or her own lesson plan.

Students sign up with the instructor for approval of the activity and a delivery date.

There are no make-ups on missed teaching activities.

Learning Objectives:  (25) points 

A major part of successful planning in teaching is the ability to write good learning objectives.  Complete the learning objectives worksheet.  Late papers are not accepted.

Exams:  There are (2) exams. (50) points each

No-make ups.

TOTAL POINTS REQUIRED FOR SEMESTER GRADE






300 - 270 points = A






269 - 240 points = B






239 - 210 points = C






209 - 180 points = D






179 – and below = F

COURSE CALENDAR

	Week
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment

	1
	6/29 

6/30

7/01 

7/02
	Course Overview

The importance of play
Types of Play

Stages of play
	Read introduction to textbook

	2
	7/06

7/07

7/08

 7/09
	Components of Science
Science activities

Science centers


	Read Science page 215 – 219
Read Science activities-pgs. 221 - 258

	3
	7/13

7/14

7/15

7/16
	Developmental stages of Blocks
Math (how we learn)

Math major concepts

Stages of math
	Read Piaget’s Stages of Cognitive Dev. Page x-xxi (introduction)
Read Math page 124 - 130



	4
	7/20

7/21 

7/22

7/23
	Exam I

Math – major concepts

Stages of math
Math activity
	                                                                                    

	5
	7/27

7/28

7/29
7/30
	Circle time planning
Circle time activity

Circle time activity

Language Arts


	Bring in a good children’s book – see text pgs 191-212
Circle time presentation
Circle time presentation
Read - Speaking pgs. 162-168

            Listening pgs. 169-173
            Reading  pgs. 174-181
            Writing   pgs. 182-190


	6
	8/03

8/04

8/05

8/06
	Continue Language Arts
Final
	Center lesson plan
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