Argumentation & Debate

Course Outline

Instructor: James Thompson







E-Mail: rdnbrbk@hotmail.com or jamesth@cos.edu 

(NOTE: You must type the word “speech” in the subject line to guarantee you don’t get filtered by my junk mail filter)
Website:  www.wetalkgood.com
Office Hours:  By Appointment

TEXTBOOK:  Advocacy and Opposition, by K. Rybacki & D. Rybacki (6th edition)
COURSE:  This emphasis of this course will be to explore the process of argumentation as it relates to the world of communication.  We will look at how it functions in public communication settings, as well as work to improve our effectiveness in making, defending, and recognizing good argumentation.  This will be accomplished through analysis, reasoning, advocacy, and criticism of ideas.  Emphasis will be placed on deriving conclusions based on valid evidence and sound inferences without using fallacies of thought and language.  The course will demonstrate these principles by requiring you to do a variety of oral presentations, participate in group discussions and activities, as well as 2 exams.  

OBJECTIVES:  During this course, students will learn:

Basic argumentation skills and apply them through a variety of “real world” situations, both in the public and interpersonal communication arenas.

Basic decision-making and its process through argumentation with special emphasis on the analysis of issues, reasoning, and refutation.

To present oral arguments that would support the adoption or rejection of a proposed belief, attitude, or plan of action.

To gather, analyze, and test evidence used in support of a proposition and detect weaknesses in causal and analogous reasoning.

To listen critically to others, and while doing so, rearrange thought through note-taking techniques to effectively refute arguments.

To gain and hold the attention of an audience.

SPEECH ASSIGNMENTS:  You will be required to give two individual speeches (one of which is a standard informative speech and one which will be structured as an individual debate with another person in class) as well as participate with partners in two “Team Debates”.  Topics will be approved by the instructor.


(625  points possible) 

EXAMS:  There will be two exams throughout the semester.  Each exam will cover material from the textbook as well as any class discussions and handouts.  Some material will likely show up on the test from your textbook that was not discussed in class.  It is your responsibility to read each chapter thoroughly and come to class with questions about what you read.   
    (200  points possible)

TEAM PRESENTATION EVALUATION PAPER:   After the team debates, each person will do his or her own 2-3 page, typed evaluation of the event.  The paper should discuss the major issues and the strengths/weaknesses in argumentation from each side.  You will need to take good notes during your debate to give yourself bases for analysis in these evaluation papers.  The paper is due the class period after the debates are completed.

      (40  points possible)

PEER SPEECH EVALUATIONS:  Throughout the semester, students will be asked to give written and/or verbal critiques of other students’ speeches/arguments/debates.  This is a mandatory part of the class.  Unlike other classes you may take at the college level, this class has a hard time functioning unless all students are present to give suggestions, offer praise, and get help/advice from other classmates throughout the semester.  You are expected to attend class and be on time in order to reap these benefits yourself as well as provide help to your peers.  Missing classes (regardless of reason) especially when others are giving presentations WILL hurt this section of your grade.  






      (50  points possible)

“FLOW SHEETS”:  During one of days of Persuasive speeches you will be required to complete flow sheets documenting the arguments, evidence, and reasoning used by the speakers in their respective speeches.  This will serve as a good “warm-up” for when you will need to use such a flow sheet in your Team Debate at the end of the semester.  


       (50  points possible)

ACTIVITIES:  You will be asked to participate in several group activities and discussions over the course of the semester.  These will simply be graded as either pass or fail.  These pass/fail scores will only be used in the case of a "borderline grade" at the end of the semester.  For example, if you are at a B++/A-- at the end of the semester, I will look at your activity grades to determine your final grade.  Activity grades are a kind of "extra credit."

SCHEDULE:  You will receive a series of "mini-calendars" which will clearly identify when various class activities have been scheduled.  BE ADVISED:  Close attention must be paid to these dates because failure to perform on a scheduled date will result in a zero for that assignment.  If you do not show up to class on your scheduled speaking day, you will receive a ZERO for that speech.  It is very difficult to achieve a passing grade with a zero on an assignment.

TARDINESS:  Excessive tardiness will not be tolerated.  Arriving late to class or leaving class early without permission is considered a tardy.  If you arrive after role has been taken, it is up to you to make sure that I mark you “in” at the end of class.  If you arrive late on a class speaking day, DO NOT walk into the classroom while another student is giving his or her speech.  Please wait outside of the classroom until you hear the clapping.     

GRADING POLICY:  Your final grade will be based on the total number of points that you earned at the end of the course.  All grades on assignments and tests will be based on achievement and learning.  You will not be graded on work habits, character traits, and effort.  I do not assign grades.  Students earn them.  

GRADE DISTRIBUTION:  Grades earned in this course will be computed as follows:

SCORES







My Scores
Impromptu Team Debate
75    points                    ____
Pro-Con Speech
100
points
____

Stock Issue Persuasive Speech
200
points
____

(Individual Debates)

Team Debate                    
250
points
____
Exam #1
100
points
____
Exam #2
100
points
____
Cross Exam Activity
35
points
____
Flow Sheet
50 
points
____
Team Debate Evaluation Paper
40 
points
____
Peer Speech Evaluations
50 
points 
____

    _________________________________________________________

Total
1000
points
_____










   My Total

FINAL GRADING SCALE:
 100 - 90%  A
       1000 - 900 points


   89 - 80%  B

899 - 800 points


   79 - 70%  C

799 - 700 points


   69 - 60%  D

699 - 600 points

         
   
   59 - 0%    F

559 - 0     points

ADDITIONAL POLICIES

1.  The instructor reserves the right to rearrange any or all parts of the scheduled activities and/or work identified in this listing.  The rights extend to assignments, evaluation, and all other aspects of the course.

2.  All work, oral or written, MUST be completed on the assigned day.  Late work will not be accepted and will result in a grade of zero.

3.  Cell phones must be on "silent" during all class sessions.  This is a big issue in this class because a ringing cell phone is a distraction to learning and a major distraction to students giving speeches.  If your cell phone does go off in class, I will confiscate it and you can retrieve it from the Dean. 

4.  It is the responsibility of the student to formerly withdraw from this course with the admissions office should they feel it’s necessary.  Do not assume that the instructor will drop you should you decide to stop showing up to class at some point throughout the semester.  

5.  Students with disabilities are reminded that it is your responsibility to identify yourself to the Disabled Student Services Center and to your instructor so reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation within the course can be made.

6.  Cheating and Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism is literary thievery.  It is taking the words or ideas of another and misrepresenting them as your own.  Academic integrity is expected.  I will enforce the college’s policy on cheating and plagiarism.  

7.  Should you have ANY questions throughout the semester, please feel free to contact me via my office, telephone or e-mail.  I am always glad to offer assistance.

8.  It is your responsibility to monitor your progress in this class.  I do not search out students to inform them of their grades.  I expect you to keep track of your score as the semester progresses.  I would strongly suggest you keep every assignment/work that you do in this class as proof of your status at least until the end of the semester.

Student Learning Outcomes

CRITERIA FOR LETTER GRADES:

· “A” STUDENTS:
In addition to the skills displayed by “B” students, these students will fluidly deliver well-reasoned arguments in a dynamic way that are virtually devoid of logical fallacies and be able to quickly and accurately recognize logical fallacies in an opponent’s arguments and explain why such reasoning should not be used for a basis of judgment.
· “B” STUDENTS:
In addition to the skills displayed by “C” students, these students will be able display a well-reasoned argument devoid of most logical fallacies and will recognize many logical fallacies in an opponent’s argument and call question to the validity of such arguments as use for a basis of judgment.
· “C” STUDENTS:
Students will earn a “C” in this course by demonstrating through debates minimum levels of prepared strategy, organizational planning, and refutation of arguments as well as average scores on written examinations.
· “D” STUDENTS:
These students will show basic levels of understanding of the concepts, but often not at average testing levels and will use logical fallacies in the construction and delivery of arguments as well as not recognizing there use in an opponents argument.
· “F” STUDENTS:
These students will be unable to show basic levels of understanding of the concepts either through testing or application and will construct arguments that are poorly planned and hard to follow using very little reasoning as well as an inability to spot logical fallacies in an opponent’s argument.
