PUBLIC SPEAKING

Course Outline

Instructor: James Thompson







E-Mail: rdnbrbk@hotmail.com  or jamesth@cos.edu

(NOTE: You must type the word “speech” in the subject line to guarantee you don’t get filtered by my junk mail filter)

Website:  www.wetalkgood.com
Office Hours:  By Appointment

COURSE:  The emphasis of this course is upon the principles of effective communication.  We will study various communication strategies from both a practitioner's perspective as well as from the viewpoint of a recipient.

TEXTBOOK:  Confident Public Speaking  (2nd edition) by D. Sellnow
SPEECH ASSIGNMENTS  :  All speaking assignments will deal with a topic approved by the instructor.  Your first speaking assignment is labeled the “speech activity” and will be a very informal and short presentation of some of your ideas about potential speech topics for later formal speeches in the class.  The second speech topic can be considered an autobiographical sketch of yourself.  The third speech topic will be your choice, but it must be a non-controversial topic that is interesting to you and to the audience.  The final speech is called the “Articulation speech” which will be about a topic of a controversial nature.  The topic should be of a contemporary and controversial nature, which is of interest to both the speaker and the audience.  Time worn topics (e.g. Abortion, Death Penalty, etc.) should be avoided.  Try to come up with a controversial topic that is unique and interesting.  A complete outline of your speech MUST be turned in for each speech on your speech due date.  In addition the last two speeches require you also submit a typed “Works Cited” page on a separate sheet of paper from your outline.  The final speech also requires a completed “Speech Plan” be submitted on the day of the speech.  Details about these assignments will come as they draw near.     

(335  points possible)
EXAM:  One major exam will be given at approximately the 3/4 point of the semester.  The exam covers all of the readings, handouts, and lecture material.  There are no make-ups on the final exam unless prior arrangements have been made.                               








       (100 points possible)
DELIVERY ANALYSIS ASSIGNMENT:  As a class, we will view a video of an important public speech and you will be asked to critically analyze the speaker’s message both in terms of delivery and content.  This activity is designed to help students to learn how to critically examine a piece of public discourse to see more than just what the speaker wants you to see.   






        (40 points possible)
FREEWRITE:  After deciding on the controversial topic for your final two speeches, you will write a brief essay articulating your knowledge of and attitudes, and feelings toward your chosen topic.  Freewrites must be typed and be one ENTIRE page in length. 

(35 points possible)
SPEECH PLAN:  You will complete a speech plan for the final speech that addresses concerns about your speech topic selection, your research methods, your stylistic choices, and your delivery.  Good speeches are not just “thrown together” at the last minute, rather they take time and careful thought and planning to assemble.  This assignment will show me the considerations you made regarding these four areas of speech preparation.  Speech Plan is to be typed and answered in complete sentences, but do not necessarily need to follow a traditional “term paper” format.      

(60 points possible)   

 “ARTICULATION SPEECH” WORKS CITED:  Along with your final speech on a “controversial” topic, you will submit a works cited page on your subject the same as with prior speeches.  The difference will be that the works cited will be given a separate score from the speech itself.  You will need to incorporate a variety of different types of sources in order to earn full credit on this assignment.  DO NOT JUST RELY ON INTERNET SOURCES.  You need to follow the APA style of formatting when creating your works cited.   

(30 points possible)     
SCHEDULE:  You will receive notification from me in class as to when various activities will take place (i.e. speech days).  BE ADVISED:  Close attention must be paid to these dates because failure to perform on a scheduled date will result in a zero for that assignment.  If you do not show up to class on your scheduled speaking day, you will receive a ZERO for that speech.  It is very difficult to achieve a passing grade with a zero on an assignment.

PARTICIPATION POINTS:  “Participation Points” are earned by participating in all activities and completing all in -class assignments throughout the semester as well as actively involving yourself in class discussions.  This score is partially objective and subjective.  One sure way to lose these points is by missing class and/or arriving late/leaving early.  Attendance is expected of all students at every class.  Students who miss class, with the exception of an illness confirmed by a physician, a school function, or family emergency, may lose participation points.  If you are going to be absent, you MUST talk with the instructor ahead of time and provide an acceptable form of documentation as proof.  You can contact the instructor via face-to-face communication or E-mail.  

(75 points possible)     
TARDINESS:  Excessive tardiness will not be tolerated.  Arriving late to class or leaving class early without permission is considered a tardy.  If you arrive after role has been taken, it is up to you to make sure that I mark you “in” at the end of class as this may otherwise have a more significant impact on your participation points.  If you arrive late on a class speaking day, DO NOT walk into the classroom while another student is giving his or her speech.  Please wait outside of the classroom until you hear the clapping.     

GRADING POLICY:  Your final grade will be based on the total number of points that you earned at the end of the course.  All grades on assignments and tests will be based on achievement and learning.  You will not be graded on work habits, character traits, and effort.  I do not assign grades.  Students earn them.  

GRADE DISTRIBUTION:  Grades earned in this course will be computed as follows:

	Graded Assignments
	Points

Possible
	My

Score

	Speech Activity
	35   points
	

	Identity Speech
	75   points
	

	Anything Speech
	100 points
	

	Articulation Speech
	125 points
	

	Midterm
	100 points
	

	Delivery Analysis & Articulation
	40  points
	

	Freewrite
	35  points
	

	Final Works Cited
	30   points
	

	Speech Plan
	60  points
	

	Participation Points
	75  points
	

	Total Points Possible
	675 points
	


FINAL GRADING SCALE:
 100 - 90%  A

675 - 608 points


   89 - 80%  B

607 - 540 points


   79 - 70%  C

539 - 473 points


   69 - 60%  D

472 - 405 points

         
   
   59 - 0%    F

404 - 0     points
ADDITIONAL POLICIES

1.  The instructor reserves the right to rearrange any or all parts of the scheduled activities and/or work identified in this listing.  The rights extend to assignments, evaluation, and all other aspects of the course.

2.  All work, oral or written, MUST be completed on the assigned day.  Late work will not be accepted and will result in a grade of zero.

3.  Cell phones and pagers must be on "silent" during all class sessions.  This is a big issue in this class because a ringing cell phone is a distraction to learning and a major distraction to students giving speeches.  If your cell phone does go off in class, I will confiscate it and you can retrieve it from the Dean. 

4.  It is the responsibility of the student to formerly withdraw from this course with the admissions office by the drop date should they feel it’s necessary.  Do not assume that the instructor will drop you should you decide to stop showing up to class at some point throughout the semester.  Failure to do so will result in receiving an “F” in this course at the end of the semester.  

5.  Students with disabilities are reminded that it is your responsibility to identify yourself to the Disabled Student Services Center and to your instructor so reasonable accommodations for learning and evaluation within the course can be made.

6.  Cheating and Plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Plagiarism is literary thievery.  It is taking the words or ideas of another and misrepresenting them as your own.  Academic integrity is expected.  I will enforce the college’s policy on cheating and plagiarism.  

7.  Should you have ANY questions throughout the semester, please feel free to contact me via my e-mail.  I am always glad to offer assistance.

8.  It is your responsibility to monitor your progress in this class.  I do not search out students to inform them of their grades.  I expect you to keep track of your score as the semester progresses.  I would strongly suggest you keep every assignment/work that you do in this class as proof of your status at least until the end of the semester.

Student Learning Outcomes

At the end of this course the learner should be able to:

· Manage communication apprehension a.k.a. public speaking anxiety through the use of

· relaxation techniques

· visualization techniques

· positive coping techniques

· Analyze audiences for differences and similarities in

· socio-economic background

· learning styles

· personal interests and needs

· Select speech topics that are appropriate to 

· the audience

· the occasion

· the purpose 

· Select research materials that will increase audience understanding of chosen topics using

· sufficient and relevant evidence

· credible, reliable and authoritative evidence

· thought-provoking evidence

· emotion-provoking evidence

· Design speeches that integrate personal experience and research materials in memorable organizational formats including:

· the standard speech outline

· informative patterns: chronological, spatial, topical, causal

· persuasive patterns: statement of reasons, problem/solution, causal, comparative advantages, motivated sequence

· Create simple presentation aids that will make the verbal message more concrete through the integration of 

· visual aids 

· audio aids

· other sensory aids

· Present engaging and memorable speeches that

· capture audience interest

· express thesis clearly

· are well-organized and developed

· conform to time constraints

· use oral source citation to show evidence of ability to evaluate sources for reliability, credibility and authority

· incorporate simple, well-constructed presentation aids to clarify meaning and increase audience interest.

· allow the learner to showcase the most intriguing elements of her/his personality

· assess the effectiveness of other speakers and discuss analysis through constructive critique.

