Reedley College

Dr. Robert Bates, M.A. (Philosophy), M.S. (Criminology), M.S. (Rehabilitation Counseling), M.A. (Forensic Psychology), Psy. D.

Psychology 2:  Selma High Campus, Rm 706

Tuesday:  6:00-8:50

Spring, 2009

Contact:  Bandcbates@yahoo.com

General  Course Description: This course presents an overview of the field of psychology, a field that emphasizes the scientific study of human behavior and mental processes.  Topics include history, methodology, biopsychology, life-span development, sensation and perception, consciousness and therapy, stress and health and social and cultural influences.  

Course Objectives:

A. Explain the nature and origin of the empirical field of Psychology;

B. Describe the relationship b/t historical figures and appropriate psychological theories;

C. Identify psychological concepts relating to the nervous system, sensory and perceptual processes, states of consciousness, learning ability, memory, motivation and emotion, human development and stress management.

D. Explain human behavior throughout the lifespan, biologically, behaviorally, cognitively, humanistically, psychologically and culturally.

E. Demonstrate knowledge of the empirical data related to the aforementioned concepts;

F. Demonstrate knowledge of basic research methodology;

G. Identify future directions in psychological research;

       H.  Explain the impact of cultural issues in the formation of psychological concepts. 

Text:  Psychology:  A Journey 3rd.  Coon and Mitterer  (Includes CD and  Practice Exam Guides by VanDeventer and Talbot.)  

Course Outline

Chapter One:   Introducing Psychology and Research Methods:   Read pp. 13-51;

Chapter Two:  The Brain and Behavior:  pp. 52-86;

Chapter Three:  Human Development:  pp. 87-129;

Chapter Four:  Sensation and Perception:  pp.  130-178;

Chapter Five:  States of Consciousness:  pp. 179-222;

Chapter Six:  Conditioning and Learning:  pp.  223-262;

Chapter Seven:  Memory:  pp. 263-300;

Chapter Eight:  Intelligence, Cognition, Language and Creativity:  pp. 301- 342.

Chapter Nine:  Motivation and Emotion:  pp. 343-386.

Chapter Ten:  Personality:  pp.  387-429

Chapter Eleven:  Health, Stress and Coping:  pp.  430-471;

Chapter Twelve:  Psychological Disorders:  pp.  472-511;

Chapter Thirteen: Therapies:  pp  512-552;

Chapter Fourteen:  Social Behavior:  pp. 553-597;

Grading Schedule:

5   (approximately biweekly)  Chapter quizzes   @   100 =     500

One midterm exam @ 100                                                 =    100

One Final exam   @ 100                                                    =     100

One Research paper   @ 100                                              =    100

Topic:  TBA   Date due:  TBA

Participation:  @           50                                                  =   50                   

                                                                                             ______   

                                                                    Total:                850

Grade  percentages:    

90%    to   100%            = A    (765 +)

80%    to    89%             = B     (680-764)

70%    to 79%                = C     (595-679)  

60%    to  69%              =  D    (510-594)

59% and below             =  F     (Below  510)

]

ADA:  If you have a  verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e.  Braille, large print, electronic tex, etc.)  per the Americans With Disability Act (ADA) or section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act,  please contact  me as soon as possible. 

Drop Date:  See schedule

Final Exam Date:  See schedule

Extra Credit/Make up quizzes:   Punctual attendance is required and will taken at the end of each class session through use of a sign in sheet.   There is no extra credit.  Make up quizzes will be allowed but will be different and longer than the  regular quizzes.  No make up will be allowed for Midterm and final.  No late papers will be accepted.  The Reedley College Office at Selma High will be notified if an unexpected class session is cancelled.

Plagiarism and Cheating Policy:  Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated.  Reedley College Policy will be strictly followed.  See catalog.

Visitors and recording gadgets will not be allowed unless otherwise required by law.  
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