
Math 101: Elementary Algebra Spring 2009 (WEB)

Instructor:  Walid Tayar
Email:  walid.tayar@reedleycollege.edu

Office Hours:  Monday 11:00am-11:50am in LRC 106, Tuesday 11:00am-11:50 in FEM 1A, and Wednesday 11:00am-11:50 in FEM 1A

Phone: 559-638-3641 ext. 3263

Schedule #:  56828
Mandatory Meeting Dates and Times:  

There will be 5 mandatory meetings during the semester.

Orientation Session: Wednesday, January 14th, 2009

Reedley College – Room FEM 4 from 6-7:30 pm

Exam 1: Wednesday, February 18th, 2009

Reedley College – Room FEM 4 from 6-8 pm

Exam 2: Wednesday, March 25th, 2009

Reedley College – Room FEM 4 from 6-8 pm

Exam 3: Wednesday, May 6th, 2009

Reedley College – Room FEM 4 from 6-8 pm

Final: Wednesday, May 20th, 2009

Reedley College – Room FEM 4 from 6-8 pm

Computer Requirements:

To work with CourseCompass, your computer must meet the following system requirements:
· PC -Windows XP you can use the following browsers: Firefox 2.0, Internet Explorer (version 6.0 or 7.0), Netscape Navigator (version 7.2)
· PC -Windows Vista you can use the following browsers: Firefox 2.0, Internet Explorer (version 7.0)
· Mac – Macintosh OS 10.4 you can use the following browsers: Firefox 2.0, Safari 2.0, Netscape Navigator (version 7.2)
· Mac – Macintosh OS 10.5 you can use the following browsers:  Safari 3.1 

· Internet Connection must be Cable/DSL, T1 or another high-speed connection.  You can use dial-up (phone line) with a minimum of a 56K modem, but this will greatly limit the material and resources you can access online for the course.

Required Text:  
Make sure to buy the bundled textbook (which includes the textbook and access code) at the Reedley College Bookstore.  Ask for the Math 101 book for Mr. Tayar’s class schedule # 56828. 

Title and Author:  K. Elayn Martin-Gay, Beginning & Intermediate Algebra, 4th Edition
Note:  Before you buy the book, make sure both you and your computer are ready to take this course.  Do not buy the book if your computer does not meet these minimum requirements.  This book comes bundled with a Student Access Kit.  It is very important that your book has the Student Access Kit with it.  Once you open the kit you will not be able to return the book for a full refund.

Course Description:  

As stated in the Reedley College course outline, Math 101  involves the study of operations with signed numbers, algebraic expressions, linear equations and their graphs, inequalities, exponents, radical expressions and equations, factoring, rational expressions and equations, as well as quadratic equations.

Prerequisites:  

Basic Skills Advisories:  Eligibility for English 126 (A)  
Subject Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Math 250 or equivalent

Homework: 

Homework assignments are completed online and the assignments can be found at the Course Compass website.  You may work ahead if you like; all homework for the entire course is made available to the student at the beginning of the semester.  The program is set up so that you must complete all the homework assignments with at least a 70% to be able to take the chapter exam.  Do not expect to take the exam and then complete the homework.  Each assignment has a due date and the assignment will be unavailable to the student after the due date.  Homework will not be accepted late, but the two lowest homework scores will be dropped to allow for any emergencies. Online homework will account for 10% of your grade.  It is important to stay current to be successful in the course!

Note:  When working on homework, you do not have to complete an entire assignment during one session.  If you need to stop while in the middle of an assignment, you can submit your work and the program will save it for you.  You can then come back to the assignment and continue from where you left off at another time.

Written Assignments:

There will be five written assignments for the semester.  These assignments will be due on the day of the Midterm exams (see attached schedule and assignment sheet).  All work must be shown in order to receive full credit for these assignments.  Written assignments will account for 10% of your overall grade.  No Late assignments are accepted. The assignments must be hand-delivered to me on the day of the Midterm by 6:00pm or postmarked prior to the deadline.
Online Chapter Tests:  

There will be an Online Test for each chapter.  Tests will be available approximately one week prior to the deadline.  After the deadline the test will no longer be available. Your lowest Online Test score will be dropped.  Online Tests will account for 20% of your overall grade. There are no make-ups for missed tests.  No exceptions.  Note:  Once you begin an Online Test you will have 90 minutes to complete it.  After the 90 minutes have expired the exam will no longer be available to you.  It is not possible to stop the exam and return to it later!

Midterm Exams and Final:
There will be four (3) Midterm Exams and a Final which will be given at the Reedley College Campus.  Students will need to present a valid picture I.D. in order to take each exam.  Each Exam will require all work to be shown for each problem in order to receive full credit.  Two hours will be allowed to take each Exam.  The Midterms/Final are worth a total of 60% of your overall grade. 

   •     Final: Wednesday, May 20th at Reedley College -Room FEM 4 from 6-8 pm

No one will be allowed to take the midterms or final after the scheduled dates for any reason. 

Grading:

•
Online Homework will be worth 10% of your overall grade.

•
Written Assignments will be worth 10% of your overall grade.

•
Online Tests will be worth 20% of your overall grade.

•
Midterm Exams and Final will be worth 60%


Percent
Grade

89.5 - 100
A


79.5 – 89.4
B


69.5 – 79.4
C


59.5 – 69.4
D


0 – 59.4
F

Course Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
apply the operations of adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing to integers and rational numbers.

B.
apply the concept of like terms, to simplify expressions, and the addition and multiplication properties of equality to solve linear equations and inequalities.

C.
generate solutions to equations with two variables, use these solutions to graph the equation and determine the intercepts of the equation both from the graph generated and the given equation; solve systems of equations through the use of graphs, the addition method and the method of substitution.

D.
apply the properties of exponents to the multiplication, division, addition and subtraction of both monomials and polynomials.

E.
find the greatest common factor of an algebraic expression as the first step to its factorization; factor binomials, trinomials, and expressions with four or more terms.  Apply the techniques of factoring to solve equations of degree greater than one.

F.
reduce, add, subtract, multiply and divide expressions containing algebraic rational expressions; apply concepts of solving equations to the solving of equations containing rational expressions.

Course Objectives:
In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
recognize the real number system, its subsets and how to  perform operations on numbers from these subsets.

B.
simplify algebraic expressions and solve linear equations and inequalities

C.
graph linear equations in two variables and solve systems of linear equations.

D.
simplify expressions using the properties of exponents and perform operations with polynomials.

E.
factor algebraic expressions and solve equations of degree greater than one.

F.
perform arithmetic operations on rational expressions and solve equations containing rational expressions.

Course Content Outline:

A.
Number Systems and Operations




1.
The set of real numbers and its subsets





2.
Addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of real numbers

B.


Linear Equations and Inequalities





1.
Simplifying expressions





2.
Solving equations using the addition and multiplication properties of equality





3.
Applying the addition and multiplication properties to solve formulas





4.
Applying the addition and multplication properties to solve inequalities





5.
Applications

C.
Graphing and Linear Systems


1.
Graphing ordered pairs


2.
Finding solutions to linear equations in two variables


3.
Finding axis intercepts and using them to graph the equation


4.
Solving systems by graphing, addition, and substitution method


5.
applications of systems

D.
Exponents and Polynomials


1.
Multiplication and division with exponents


2.
Operations with monomials


3.
Addition, subtractions, multiplication, and division of polynomials


4.
Special products

E.
Factoring


1.
Greatest common factor


2.
Factoring by grouping


3.
Factoring trinomials


4.
Special factoring


5.
Solving equations by factoring


6.
Applications

F.
Rational Expressions


1.
Reducing rational expressions


2.
Multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction of rational expressions


3.
Solving equations with rational expressions


4.
Solving proportions


5.
Applications


6.
Simplifying complex fractions
Important Dates:
January 12 (M) Start of Spring 2009 semester

January 19 (M) Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday (no classed held, campus closed)

January 25 (SU) Last day to drop a full-term class for a refund

January 30 (F) Last day to add a Spring 2009 full-term class

January 30 (F) Last day to drop a Spring 2009 full-term class to avoid a “W”

February 13 (F) Lincoln holiday observed (no classes held, campus closed)

February 16 (M) Washington holiday (no classed held, campus closed)

February 17 (T) Last day to change a Spring class to/from a Pass/No-Pass grading basis

March 13 (F) Last day to drop a Spring full-term class (letter grades assigned after this date)

April 6-10 (M-F) Spring Recess (no classes held, classes reconvene April 13)

March 16-May 22 (M-F) Short-Term classes, second nine weeks

May 18-22 (M-F) Final exams week

May 22 (F) End of Fall semester/Commencement

Accommodations for students with disabilities:
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.            

Please refer to the RC Catalog for the Plagiarism and Cheating Policy, pg. 51.

Note:  This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.






