English 3 – Critical Reading and Writing

Spring – 2009
Instructor: Corinna Ruth

Schedule #53053
8:00 – 9:15 A.M.

T–TH --POR-2
Spring recess – April 6-10

Final exam. – Thurs, May 21 @ 8:00-9:15 A.M. 

Office Hours: by appointment

e-mail – corinna.ruth@reedleycollege.edu
Textbooks/ Supplies:
Barnet, Sylvan and Hugo Bedau. Current Issues and Enduring Questions: A Guide to Critical Thinking and Argument with Readings. 8th ed.
Writer’s handbook of your choice; a good dictionary.
Learning Outcomes:

This course is designed to develop critical thinking, reading, and writing skills beyond the level achieved in English IA. Students will be expected to construct an arguable thesis and support it with examples and details that show evidence of critical thinking and the use of in-text citations, which are taken from sources in an annotated bibliography, formatted in MLA style.  Students will learn to evaluate arguments for their validity and soundness of ideas and recognize fallacious reasoning in an author’s argument as well as in their own. Students will recognize rhetorical devices such as irony, paradox, and satire, used in argumentative essays and apply them to their own writing. Students will expand their knowledge of vocabulary and language through their readings and their own writing. Students will learn to recognize the difference between summarizing and paraphrasing and develop an understanding of the critical terminology used in this course.
Course Requirements:
As a student in English 3, you will be expected to write several critical analysis essays based on one source and a synthesis/ research essay based on multiple sources with in-text notes, and an annotated bibliography (MLA). You will also be required to write several summaries of sources that distinguish a summary from a paraphrase. You will write a mid-term and a final exam based on the critical terms and concepts related to the rhetorical aspects of argumentative writing that you have been tested on throughout the semester. In addition, you will complete brief, one-page weekly writing assignments or exercises based on your assigned readings and designed to sharpen your critical writing skills. Papers will not be accepted after the due dates.
Attendance:

Regular attendance is crucial to your progress in this class. After eight hours of absence (for whatever reason) I may drop you through March 13. You may drop or be dropped through March 13, but after this date a letter grade will be assigned. When you are absent, it is your responsibility to inquire about the missed work and hand in the make-up work as soon as possible. 
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is the use of someone else’s work as though it were your own. This includes another student’s work or copying from the internet or other sources. Plagiarism could result in an F grade for the course.

Grading:

Your grade will be determined on a percentage basis as follows: 90-100% = A; 

80-89%= B; 70-79%= C; 60-69%= D; Below 60% = F. You must receive a C or better in order to pass this class. The measure of student achievement is weighted according to the following categories:

Summaries




15% 





Weekly critical writing assignments

15%



Critical analysis essays


25%

Synthesis/research essay 


30%

Midterm/final exam



15%

Grading (continued):


An acceptable essay contains the following characteristics:

· reflects the critical elements and characteristics of argument

· evidence of an effective writing style, tone, and purpose

· strong organization and structure with a solid claim or thesis

· development of the claim or thesis with the use of opposing positions, examples, testimony, or statistics
· reflects critical analysis with attention to author’s fallacious reasoning, his assumptions, his analogies, and his authority  
· evidence of skill in evaluating sources

· good mechanics, spelling, usage, and syntax

· demonstrates a command of complex/compound sentences with minimal comma splices, sentence fuses, and fragments

Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have. If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately. Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs.
Course Outline (this is a tentative schedule):

Week 1 - Critical Thinking and Writing - Read “Last Roundup for Wild Horses” (p. 20). Read Letters of Response #1 and #2. Weekly critical writing assign. - Write your own letter to the editor. (#3, p. 23). Due next Tues.

Week 2 – Summary - Read “A First Amendment Junkie” by Susan Jacoby (41). Weekly assign. -  List ¶ numbers for Jacoby’s summary (45-46) due next Tues.
Week 3 - Summary  - “Own This Child” by Jean Kilbourne (68-71) Summary due Thurs. or next Tues. (45-6). Weekly assign. - Definition handout due next Tues.
Week 4 - Summary – Read “Shooting an Elephant” (896) Weekly assign. - Definitions for vocabulary in “Shooting an Elephant” due next Tues. 
Week 5 - Summary – Workshop Tues. for summary of “Shooting an Elephant” by George Orwell. Summary due Thurs.  Weekly assign. - Fallacy exercise due next Tues.

Week 6 – Critical Analysis Essay – Read  “Why We Built the Ivory Tower” (579).

Outline due Thurs. Weekly assign. - Discuss “Inductive Reasoning.” Outline due next Tues. 
Week 7 – Critical Analysis Essay – Workshop for “Why We Built the Ivory Tower” (579) Tues. Polished draft due Thurs. Weekly assign. - Discuss “Deductive Reasoning.” Outline due next Tues.
Week 8 – Critical Analysis Essay – “Why We Built the Ivory Tower” (579) Final draft due Thurs. Review for Midterm exam. 
Week 9 – Midterm exam. Tues.  Analyzing an argument – Read “Should Undergraduates Specialize” by Patrick Allit (591). No weekly assign. due. 
Week 10 – Critical Analysis Essay – Workshop for “Should Undergraduates Specialize” (591) Tues. Polished draft due Thurs. Weekly assign. - Bring sample of fallacy from newspaper or internet to share with the class.
Week 11 – Critical Analysis Essay – “Should Undergraduates Specialize” (591) Final draft due Thurs. Read “In Defense of Testing”by Dianne Ravitch (798).
Week 12 – Critical Analysis Essay – Workshop for “In Defense of Testing” (798) Tues. Polished draft due Thurs.

Week 13 – Critical Analysis Essay – “In Defense of Testing” (798) Final draft due Thurs. Synthesis/Research Essay – Weekly assign. - Thesis sentence and annotated bibliography due Thurs.
Week 14 – Synthesis/Research Essay – Outline and several pages of writing, including introduction with thesis, research-based counter arguments (refutations), and one or two of your own arguments due Thurs. 
Week 15 – Synthesis/Research Essay – Workshop for polished draft due Tues. Polished draft due Thurs.
Week 16 – Synthesis/Research Essay – Continue working on Synthesis/Research paper.
Week 17 – Synthesis/Research Essay – Final draft of Synthesis/Research paper due Thurs.
Week 18 – Final Exam. – Thurs. May 21 at 8:00-9:15 A.M. in Por 2.
