English 252: Writing Improvement

Spring 2009 - Section 53042
M.W.F. 07:45-08:40 (CCI-202)

Instructor: Deborah Bennett
Email:  deborah.bennett@reedleycollege.edu
Although I do not have set office hours, I am available to meet with you in the writing center at an agreed time. I am interested in your success and encourage you to contact me with any questions, concerns or comments. 
Required Text & Materials (you will need these in class. Please bring each day):
· Writings From Life, Tom Tyner. Breadan Publishing, 2008.
· Lined notepaper and pens/pencils
· USB Flash drive to save work
Course Description:
English 252 is a Credit/No Credit course designed to prepare students for college-level writing courses. In this class you will draw largely from personal experiences to practice your writing skills. You will practice writing clear, complete and appropriate sentences; strong, effective paragraphs; and short papers that demonstrate control of the main idea and the ability to develop, write, revise and edit papers. The emphasis will be on how to communicate ideas effectively in writing. English 252 is the preparatory course for English 125. 
Course Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

· Write complete sentences, avoiding or correcting major sentence errors and punctuating correctly.
· Use the conventions of English writing: capitalization, indenting, spelling, hyphenating, etc.
· Write clear, varied, appropriate sentences.
· Use verbs correctly in present, past, future, and present perfect tenses, and use the correct forms of common irregular verbs.
· Combine sentences using coordination, subordination, and phrase structures.
· Write short papers (approx. 500 words) that demonstrate rhetorical control of the main idea, utilizing the writing process in developing, writing, revising, and editing those papers
· Use correct noun singular and plural forms and possessives and use pronouns correctly.
· Divide the writer’s text into paragraphs.
· Use appropriate word skills, including spelling and vocabulary, affixes common in English, contractions, etc.
· Recognize usage and dialect levels: standard, community or neighborhood, slang. 
Course Objectives: 


                                                                                                                    In the process of completing this course, students will:
· Learn all aspects of the writing process, including exploring topics, expressing the writer’s main idea, using appropriate details to support main ideas, selecting offers, and writing and revising papers
· Develop several short papers, both in and outside class
· Expand basic sentence structure with appropriate modification
· Develop an understanding of basic writing conventions, including sentence structure, parts of sentences, usage, spelling, vocabulary, etc.
Prerequisites:  To qualify for this class you must have taken the appropriate placement test or passed English 250.  

Coursework and Grades:

Note: Assignments and weights are subject to change

Essays







 70%

Class participation/Presentation



 15%

Quizzes






 10%

Final Exam






  5%

Essays (70%)
You will write 5 or 6 short papers (300-700 words) over the course of the semester.  
· As this is a writing class essays contribute to the majority of your grade.  

· All essays will be typed in Times New Roman (font size 12) and follow MLA guidelines as discussed in class.  

· I will let you know what is expected for each essay as it comes, but don’t forget to ask questions if you are unclear on any aspect of your writing.  
· Save all your writings and a copy of each submitted essay. On the rare chance that I misplace something you will want to prove that you have completed the work. 
Class Participation / Presentation (15%)
This will include your participation in group work, peer-editing and active involvement in the class. There will in-class writing assignments on a weekly basis. If you are absent, missed class work cannot be made up. During the course of the semester you will give a 10-15 min group presentation to the class on an author of your choice. Sign up sheets will be available the second week of class.
Quizzes 10%

I will assign weekly quizzes on Blackboard. It is your responsibility to keep up with the readings and to log into Blackboard to take the quiz on-time. No late quizzes will be accepted. 
Final Exam (5%)
The final exam will be during finals week May 17-22    
Extra credit will be available if you enroll with the Writing Center for Eng 272  (I strongly encourage you to make use of the Writing Center). You will also have the opportunity to rewrite certain papers for a better grade. 
Absences and being dropped from the course: Students who miss the first day of class will be automatically dropped from the course. Students may be considered absent if they are not present during class, tardy, leave class early, or come to class unprepared. Students who walk in and out of the classroom or are told to leave the classroom for being disruptive will be marked absent. Students who accumulate five absences  by March 13, 2009 will be dropped from the course. 
Being Tardy: A student is tardy if they walk into the classroom after roll has been taken. 

Adding: To add the class, a student must attend every class meeting until he or she has been officially added to the roster.

Participation:
I expect you to:

· Come to class regularly and on time.

· Contribute to discussions and peer reviews. 

· Ask Questions. 

· Do the assigned work both in and out of class.

In other words - you are responsible for your learning. Be an active learner.
Behavioral Policy: 

· Students shall conduct themselves with integrity and observe the other students’ right to learn.  This means there should be no course language, rude remarks, or other disruptive behavior.

· Switch your cell-phones off while in the classroom, or leave them on silent. Do not send text messages, answer calls or play games during class. I may ask you to leave the classroom if you do not respect this rule. 
· If you do not abide by these and other rules of common courtesy, I will ask you to leave the classroom. If I have to send a student out twice for disruptive behavior, I will drop him or her from the class.

Academic Integrity: 

Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is using another person’s writing or ideas as though it is your own work. If you use another person’s writing (this includes books, websites, newspaper or magazine articles, friends, relatives, classmates, etc) without giving them credit it is stealing.  If students are found deliberately cheating or plagiarizing, I will grade the assignment as a zero. If you have any questions about this, please ask. 
Students with disabilities:
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please talk to me as soon as possible. Contact Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) at (559) 638-0332 or visit their website for more information:  http://www.reedleycollege.edu/services/dsp/LD.htm. 

Important Dates:
January 12 Monday
Start of Spring Semester

January 19 Monday    Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday - No class!

January 30 Friday
Last day to register for Spring ‘09 classes or drop without a “W”.

February 13 Friday 
Lincoln holiday – No class! 
March 13 Friday
Last day to drop the class (you will receive a “W” record if dropped)
April 6-10 M-F           Spring Break (no classes)
May 18-22 M-F          Final Exam!

Grading Scale: 

90-100%
= A
Credit

80-89%
= B
Credit

70-79%
= C
Credit

60-69%
= D
No Credit

0-59%
= F
No Credit
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Occasionally your instructor may have to change the syllabus during the semester.

 Missing class is not an excuse for not being aware of any changes that are made to the syllabus


