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Required: 
Literature by X.J. Kennedy and Dana Gioia



Babbitt by Sinclair Lewis



The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald


A spiral notebook for this class only

Recommended:
Your English 1A stylebook




A good college dictionary (or dictionary.com)



Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain



Freakonomics  by Roland Fryer

The wonderful thing about books is that they allow us to enter imaginatively into someone else’s life.  And when we do that, we learn to sympathize with other people.  But the real surprise is that we also learn truths about ourselves, about our own lives, that somehow we hadn’t been able to see before.






--Katherine Paterson (b. 1932)

The goal of this course is to tap you into the depths of human experience, to reveal the mysteries of the soul, to explore infinite and eternal truths, to empathize with others from different cultures, conditions, and lives; to laugh, to cry, and of course to gain you three transferable honors units. We will read, discuss, and write about literature--an inclusive variety of genres, a multicultural variety of authors, a diverse variety of origins, an eclectic variety of styles.  We will explore various critical responses to the literature. In keeping with the honors theme for the semester, we’ll turn frequently to the theme of money, the economy, The Depression, and our criticism may have more of a Marxist bent than usual.  

We’ll keep an extensive journal for this class in a spiral notebook for several purposes:  to prepare for discussion, to read around for responses, to clarify our thinking, and to prepare for more formal writing.  You’ll compose four formal essays (20% each) for evaluation, which, with the final and your journal (20% together) will comprise your grade for the course.  Your essays will be typed, double-spaced, proofread, and thorough with MLA style documentation.  Please don’t think about plagiarizing a paper; it’s against the law and will result in disgrace and a grade of F.  There will be tests and reading quizzes only if students are coming to class unprepared. If you can’t come to class, call or email to get the assignment, but I promise it won’t be nearly as enriching or fun as covering the reading in class.  I may drop you if you miss more than 4 classes (2 tardies equals an absence).
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic tex, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.    

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Demonstrate critical thinking skills and experience with literature through a variety of linked reading, writing, and discussion activities.

B. Demonstrate connections between literary works of the same or different genres.

C. Make connections between the situations of literature and his/her experience.

We can look forward to field trips and some exciting literary events:  several important authors and artists will be in town, so I hope you take advantage of the opportunities.    

Winter reading:  Babbitt by Sinclair Lewis (we’ll talk about it Week 3-4); keep a dialectical journal of all reading, especially stories assigned during play reading weeks.
Five (5) grades (20% each) are in bold.
Week 1
1/14
intro poetry



homework: skim poetry section—find three substantial things you didn’t know and two brilliant poems to share


1/16 
“Anyone…” reflection

homework:  read ch. 36—make several smart observations about the student writing and the writing suggestions
Week 2
1/21
more poems



homework: reflection on one 





        poem to share and “Harrison Bergeron” (201)




1/23
 start explication


homework:  explication draft
Week 3
1/28
explication draft due  


homework: complete explic.


1/30
explic. due, “Unknown Citizen,”
homework:  complete Babbitt 



“A&P” (14),  Babbitt


    worksheet for Wednesday



Week 4
2/4
Babbitt discussion


homework: “Realism” (1069)








and “Tragedy” (1248)


2/6
“Death of a Salesman”

homework: “Clean, Well-








   Lighted Place” (149)

Week 5
2/11
“Death of a Salesman”

homework: finish play


Friday holiday
Week 6
2/18
“My Life Had Stood…”

homework: comparison essay


2/20
draft of comparison essay

homework:  complete essay
Week 7
2/25
comparison due, “Doll’s House”
homework: Shaw (1129-32)








  1148 & essay (1149)


2/27
“Doll’s House”


homework: “Rose” (28)
Week 8
3/4
“Doll’s House”


homework: “MissB” (418)








  and essay (108)
Week 9
3/11
“Doll’s House”


homework: “Crysanth” (212)










and essay (242)



3/14 
drop date, hegemony paper

homework: “Granny” (80) or








   “Barbie Q” (358) or









“YW” (365) or “Sweat”(388)
Week 10
3/18
field trip to Saroyan (Freakonomics)
“Rocking” (406& 144)



3/20
jigsaw stories



homework: write hegemony 








  paper draft
Week 11
3/25
workshop papers


homework: complete 


3/27 
hegemony paper due 

begin Gatsby
Spring Break

Week 12
4/2
Gatsby


3:30 V.Villanueva CSUF ED140

4/4
Gatsby
 (Hearst’s Castle?)

over break: Gatsby worksheet
Week 13
4/15
discuss Gatsby



homework: “Sonny” (39)& 






criticism (1428)

4/17Let Us Now Praise Famous Men (1941), James Agee and Walker Evans, Come Back to Sorrento, Grapes of Wrath, Call It Sleep H Roth







homework: Shakes (962-5 






 &1067-8) and Johnson (1064

Week 14
4/22
Othello




homework: Auden 1065 
-->bring your semester dialectical journal.

4/24
Othello

 


homework: Bodkin 1065
Week 15
4/29
Othello




homework: Vaughan 1066








  & Burgess (1066)


5/1     
Othello




homework: EBSCOhost 
Week 16
5/6
Hughes



homework: Othello paper

5/8
Hughes



homework: Othello paper
Week 17
5/13
O paper due Merchant

no homework 

5/15
Merchant



no homework
Week 18
5/120
takehome final:  link Merchant of Venice to at least one poem and 
one short story in a well-structured essay; 

