English 1B

Instructor: Jordan Morgan

Email: jordanm45@hotmail.com

Office Hours: TBA

Course Description

English 1B, Introduction to Literature, focuses on understanding and appreciating different forms of literary expression.  We will read and discuss many types of literature, including short stories, poetry, plays, and novels.  Our ideas and understanding of these types of writing will expressed in both essays and essay tests.

Course Materials
Backpack Literature, 2nd Edition, Kennedy and Gioia

A composition or small notebook will also be used during the course.

Course Policies

Attendance

Three absences are permitted in the term.  Moe than three and will probably not pass the course.  Tardiness counts as half an absence.  Being tardy more then twenty minutes counts as a full absence.

Papers/Essays

You will write two formal essays in this course.  Each essay will be five to seven pages long, with standard one-inch margins and twelve-point font, Times New Roman is preferred.  Each essay will have your name, the class section, and my name single spaced on the left side of the first page.  Each essay will also include outside research on either the topic assigned or critical literary views of the topic.

Late Papers

Late papers will not be accepted in this course unless you have a proven reason for not having your work in on time.  Email is not an acceptable way to submit work.

Tests

There will be a midterm and final essay test in this course.  These will be written in class and will provide you with an opportunity to choose from two different possible questions.  A study guide, not the questions themselves, will be provided one week before the exams.

Reading Journals

Every week you will be given a question or subject for further thought and consideration.  These will be written in a composition, or other, notebook.  These journals are intended to prepare you for writing your essays and for your exams (you will be allowed to use them during both).  They will be collected and graded twice during the term, at the end of each exam.  Answering every question will resulting full credit, so it is possible to scribble them out before the exams, but this approach will not help you think or write more easily, which defeats the purpose of the journal in the first place.

Plagiarism

Do not cheat or copy other people’s work.  If you are caught plagiarizing, you will fail the course, not the assignment.

Grading

Your grade will be computed as a weighted mean with the following category values.

Essay 1

20%

Midterm Exam
25%

Essay 2

20%

Final Exam

25%

Journal


10%

100-90%
A

89-80%
B

79-70%
C

69-60%
D

59-0%

F

This syllabus may change as needed throughout the semester.

