English 1A – Composition and Reading


   53020  - Spring 09
  Writing the United States:  An English Course Linked with History 11
        T 10-11:50  in Soc 35 and Th 10-10:50 in Hum 62 (computer lab) 

Deborah Lapp – 638-3641 ext. 3416  
Office:  CCI - 212

deborah.lapp@reedleycollege.edu
Office Hours: M 11-1, W 9:30-12:30






                        and by arrangement
Required:

Moser and Watters Creating America 

Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain
Disk or mini-hd for saving work




binder for saving work




American History, A Survey, Volume Two, Eleventh  Edition, by Alan Brinkley




your history study guides

Recommended:  
Maimon and Peritz  A Writer’s Resource
Course Description:  English 1A is the basis for all academic university level writing.  We concentrate on the essay, the research paper, and the reading of scholarly prose for comprehension and analysis.  We will use a workshop format whenever possible and, to keep it interesting and enriching, we’ll focus this semester on questions of economics. Although accuracy and form are important, we will reach beyond correctness for power, complexity, and grace in academic writing. 
In English 1A, my job is to help you prepare yourself for the type of academic writing and reading you’ll need in college and university.  I want you to be not just comfortable reading and writing, but proud of your ability and your work.  To accomplish this, many of you need to learn and practice documentation, brush up on grammar and mechanics, and develop your vocabulary and sentence structure.  Most of you also could benefit from more ways to structure academic essays.  All of you (all of us) need practice writing and need to develop your endurance and comprehension in academic reading.    

The goal of freshman comp is to sharpen your writing, reading, and thinking skills so that you can meet any scholarly challenge involving reading and critical thinking and competently express your ideas at the university level.  This course is particular in that it is linked with your history course—as part of this course you are all also enrolled in History 11, so most of the assignments will be linked or related as well.  Ideally this will increase your success in each and make the total experience more interesting and meaningful.  Mr. Genera and I have taught these two classes in a community for several years now, and the results (especially when correlated with attendance) have often been exceptional; students enrolled in both classes have usually had remarkable success in both.  If you drop history, you will have to drop this class as well.  

I’ve chosen our text for its selections that will enhance your understanding of the historical time period, and we’ll discuss how the historical lessons are completely relevant today.  The writing is intended to clarify and expand on your history class content.
We will read excerpts from our text, your history text, and from the Internet.  Reading assignments are intended as models of different organizational structures or as information or inspiration for discussion or your own writing.  I’ll try to give reading assignments a week in advance; you make sure you read them carefully, look up new vocabulary, and post to the forum and bring your notes to class.  We will discuss what you’ve read, what you’ve written, and what you’ve talked about in your history class sometimes all together, sometimes in small groups, sometimes one-on-one in conference.  Your attendance in class and in conference is mandatory (I may drop you after 4 absences), and excessive absence, tardiness, or unpreparedness will adversely affect your grade.  Assignments will be announced in class and posted on BlackBoard.  You are responsible for assignments whether you are in class or not.

Essay writing (usually with research and documentation) is the main job of this class. The Outcomes for English 1A are the ability to write an essay in class in a limited amount of time (usually 90 minutes), a term paper of substance with proper attribution of sources (the documentation we’ll use is MLA style with an annotated bibliography), and the ability to read and analyze college level writing.  All essays will be typed, double-spaced and scholarly in appearance—no folders, please, or fancy fonts.  We use a form of documentation called MLA style, which is explained in Chapter 4 of Creating America and on the Purdue OWL website.  I expect out- of-class essays already printed out at the beginning of the hour they are due, and in-class essays at the end of the class in which they are written.       I do not accept late papers.  
Assignments and Grading:  Your grade is based entirely on the writing you produce in this class.  There are several types of graded writing assignments:


1) We will practice timed writing, a necessary skill for university and a practical skill for life.  Since, for many students, this is a difficult skill to acquire, I will grade about one in three (after writing on three separate occasions, you’ll analyze which one is most successful, and you’ll submit it and the analysis for one essay grade).


3) We will write multiple-draft 4-6 page essays which we will workshop in pairs and groups.  Some will involve research or may relate to the reading.  These are the revised essays, each worth one grade.  I try to publish the best of these.


4) We will write one longer (5-7 page) research paper to prepare you for university-level term papers. We will work on it step-by-step in stages, including a service requirement, an interview, MLA documentation with annotated bibliography.  This is worth two of the revised essay grades.


5) The final will be a self-evaluation of your writing progress over the semester.  For this reason, it is essential that you date and save every stitch of what you write.  Save it on disk and save a hard copy as well to avoid any disappointment.  This final will be a fully developed typed essay as well, worth one revised essay grade.

To evaluate your writing, I use the Composition Profile I have posted on the website or occasionally we’ll draw up a rubric of our own for a specific assignment.  

Here’s a good deal for you:  If you have produced drafts and participated in workshop and conference, but have still received a C or a D on any essay (except the final research paper), you may prepare a written proposal within the week outlining a revision plan.  I am happy to help you with this plan, and usually it makes sense to work on this in my office.  If I accept your proposal (which I will, if it is earnest), you will have one week to revise your paper.  You’ll hand in all old drafts, my comment sheet or profile, and your approved proposal with the revision stapled on top.  This involves more work for you, but the reward is a new evaluation and a new grade.

Get organized because I won’t be accepting any late papers, and a zero can have a pretty dramatic effect on your grade.  Of course, if you are in dire and desperate straits, talk to me.

Plagiarism is presenting anyone else’s work as your own; it’s wrong; it’s against the law; and it will result in at least a zero on the assignment.  We have Turnitin.com on this campus, and I am psychic.  If you are desperate, talk to me; don’t steal.
If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic tex, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.    

There should be about 10 grades then, which are added up and divided by the number of essays grades, so you can determine your grade at any time.  The grades will be on BlackBoard:  90% is an A…70% is passing.  If you ever have any questions or worries, talk to me.

One good way to talk to me is by email, or you can come into my office during office hours or anytime.  You can refer to the website for info.  One-on-one conversations with me usually net good results for students.

Attendance and Participation

I have noticed over the years a direct correlation between low grades and poor attendance.  The converse is also often true.  I may drop any student who has missed four classes.  If you must miss a class, be sure to communicate with me.  I am strict but fair—tough love (you’ll thank me later).

Please be more respectful than to bring a live cellphone into class.  Turn it off as you come in the door.  I don’t mind if you have drinks in the classroom (as long as you’re on time and don’t leave any mess), but bring no food or liquid into the computer lab.

Bring your text and semester dialectical journal.to each class

Week 1
1/13
intro – Declaration (391)

homework: Declaration – type two sentences with punctuation you can explain to a group, and two sentences you “can’t” (or have questions about) 



1/15 
commas, semi colons




personal declaration


homework:  read Stanton

“Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions” – revise personal declaration
Week 2
1/20
present declarations, “Wealth” (184)




“Let America” (196)”harlem” (202)
homewk”In the Land” (187) – write about an immigrant experience you know (how do immigrants have it now?)



1/22
 start draft “What Does it Take to Have the Good Life?” (4pp)









homework:  GoodLife draft
Week 3
1/27
“Tomorrowland” (208), 




GoodLife draft due (workshop)  
homework: “Bowling” (215)


1/29
complete GoodLife essay

homework:  essay due Tues



Week 4
2/3
GoodLife due
, Weisberg (212)
homework: choose history 



history essay




articles and copy


2/5
outline history paper


homework: write draft – 





bring three questions you have about your paper

Week 5
2/10
questions - Chapter 3


homework: finish draft


2/12
history term paper draft

homework: finish paper

Week 6
2/17
History Paper due p.222 analysis 



Hopper analysis


homework: readGertner (228)


2/19
analysis of Gertner


homework:  watch film
Week 7
2/24
analysis 154; “Disunited” (155)
hmwk: analyze “Dolls” (422)


2/26
film analysis



homework: research 









   historical accuracy of film

Week 8
3/3
“The Cult” (142) draft of film essay
homewk: complete film essay


3/5
film essay due, comparative analysis hmwk: 



of plate III and plate IV

Week 9
3/10
Obama’s innaugural address

homework: Kennedy’s (139)



3/12
Compare/analyze the two 

homework:  “Chicana” (151) 









and “Tapestry” (146)



3/13 
drop date


Week 10
3/17
“Invisible” (134) Obama’s Race Speech hmwk: LSB (129), 









Douglass (405)




3/19
library – EBSCO (race in America)
homework: reasearch, write 








draft of race paper
Week 11
3/24
workshop papers


homework: complete paper


3/26 
Race paper due 


begin Ragtime(History 12)








Tom Sawyer (History 11)
Spring Break  read!!
April Project – novel, interview, service, research – handout later

Week 12
4/1
discuss interview and service

hw:  interviews, research
 

4/3
analysis of novel


hw: 
Week 13
4/14
(Brown/Saplings)


homework: 

4/16
in-class essay analysis

homework: 

Week 14
4/21
typed draft due workshop

homework: draft



(no draft-lose 20 points) 



4/23
editing draft of research paper
homework: paper due Tues
Week 15
4/28





homework: 


4/30     research paper due (200pts)

homework: 
Week 16
5/5
Empire/Frontier essays

homework: re-read E/F

5/7
begin Empire/Front paper

homework: E/F paper
Week 17
5/12
Empire/Frontier paper due 

no homework 

5/14
first part of final


no homework



-->bring your semester dialectical journal and all writing 
compiled in chronological order.

Week 18
5/21
final:  compare high school writing and the strategies you used to college writing and the strategies you use now
