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Dominguez 9

English 1A, TTH 2:00-3:50
Instructor:
Mr. Dominguez 

Office/phone: 
Annex 2/ 638-3641, ext 3745


E-mail:
david.dominguez@reedleycollege.edu.
Office Hours:
TTH from 10:00-11:00 and F from 10:00-11:00 
Course Description
1A READING AND COMPOSITION. 4 units, 4 lecture hours. SUBJECT PREREQUISITES: English 125 and 126 or placement by college assessment process. Reading, analyzing, and composing college-level prose, with emphasis on the expository: studying writing as a process; exploring different composing structures and strategies; editing and revising one’s own writing; conducting research (gathering, organizing, evaluating, integrating, and documenting information,) culminating in a term research paper. (CAN ENGL 2) (CAN ENGL SEQ A=ENGL 1A+ENGL 1B) (A, CSU-GE, UC, I).

Course Outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Write an acceptable 5-7 page documented research paper.

1. Employ thesis statements, topic sentences, supporting data, introductions, and conclusions. 

2. Write with attention to audience and without logical fallacies.  
3. Target research from valid sources, incorporate quotes and paraphrased text as support, and avoid plagiarism.

4. Determine the correct citation pattern, and discriminate among sources, especially Internet sources, for accuracy and validity.

5. Employ Standard American English for the various requirements of universities and the workplace such as avoiding slang, conversational diction and sexist language, and following common usage guidelines.

6. Use an effective organizational structure depending on purpose and rhetorical mode.
7. Demonstrate mature and cogent language crafted for clarity, power, rhythm, texture, tone and grace. 

8. Edit for errors in sentence construction, punctuation and mechanics.

B. Write an acceptable essay with thesis and adequate support independently in class. 
1. Generate ideas through an effective prewriting strategy such as outlining, free writing, or clustering. 
2. Compose and complete a written essay within an allotted time. 

C. Summarize and comprehend college level prose.
1. Identify the model, summarize the thesis, and locate supporting information of assigned writing, especially the college level essay. 
2. Name rhetorical devices such as irony and parallelism and translate metaphorical language, so as to determine an author’s intent, both explicit and implicit. 
3. Answer questions from assigned reading differentiating between an author’s intent and personal reaction. 
4. Describe, evaluate, and question the purpose, audience, organization, and style of assigned readings. 
5. Determine a writer’s background, historical period and cultural niche for discussions of bias, diversity or shifting perspectives.

You will demonstrate a command of the course outcomes by writing essays and through your performance on a final grammar exam. Your essays will be written according to the following guidelines. By following these guidelines, you will demonstrate your ability to write well. Theses guidelines cover several important skills:

1. Your ability to write an introduction.


a. thesis



b. supportive material



c. transition

2. Your ability to write good paragraphs in the body of the essay.



a. topic sentence



b. context



c. direct quotation



d. critical thinking 



e. transition

3. Your ability to write a concluding paragraph.



a. restate the thesis



b. restate the supportive material



c. make a final statement

4. Your ability to cite direct quotations using the MLA methods discussed in class.

5. Your ability to avoid fragments, comma splices, and sentence fuses.

6. Your ability to use basic skills, such as, but not limited to, spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.

7. Your ability to complete a list of works cited using the MLA methods discussed in class. Your ability to follow directions.

Please Purchase the Following Texts and Supplies at the RC Bookstore

1. Fiction: A Pocket Anthology, Gwynn, ISBN 0-205-65513-0.
2. Classical Literary Criticism, Murray, ISBN 0-14-044651-6.
3. Field Guide To The Heavens, Gaspar, ISBN 0-299-16524-8.
3. RECOMMENDED—any grammar handbook.

4. A college-ruled, perforated, 8.5” x 11” notebook.

5. A small stapler that you can keep in your backpack at all times.

6. A pocket-size dictionary in book form, not electronic, that you carry in your backpack at all times.
7. Pens with blue ink.
8. Four large examination blue books for your in-class essays.
Semester Grading

One in-class assessment essay. 


a. 100 points.


b. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and use basic writing skills.
Two out-of-class essays.


a. 100 points.


b. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and on your command of the course 
   
 
    
    outcomes. 

One final in-class essay exam:


a. 100 points.


b. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and on your command of the course 
   
    
    
    outcomes.

One final grammar exam:


a. 50 points.


c. Multiple choice. Scantron or essay (to be determined).


b. Graded based on your ability to follow directions and on your command of the course 
     
   
    
    outcomes.


Semester Grading Scale: A=450-405; B=404-360: C=359-315; D=314-270; F=269-0
Grading Rubric Guidelines
An “A” paper…

· Follows directions.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Contains excellent basic writing skills.
· Shows an understanding of the text.
· Contains no fragments, comma splices, or sentence fuses.
· Demonstrates an outstanding awareness of how to develop an essay. 

· Contains outstanding critical thinking.
A “B” paper…

· Follows directions.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Contains excellent basic writing skills.
· Shows an understanding of the text.
· Contains up to one fragment, comma splice, and/or sentence fuse.
· Demonstrates a good awareness of how to develop an essay.
· Contains good critical thinking.
A “C” paper…

· Follows directions.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Contains good-excellent basic writing skills.
· Shows an understanding of the text.
· Contains up to two fragments, comma splices, and/or sentence fuses.
· Understands how to develop an essay although may struggle with “key words.”

· Has begun to wrestle with critical thinking however needs to improve. 

A “D” paper…

· Follows directions.
· Contains a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Contains poor-fair basic writing skills.
· Shows an understanding of the text.
· Contains up to three fragments, comma splices, and/or sentence fuses.
· Does not understand how to develop an essay. 

· Does not understand critical thinking.
An “F” paper… 
· Does not follow directions.
· Does not contain a clearly defined thesis in one well-written sentence.
· Does not demonstrate an understanding of the text.
· Does not understand how to develop an essay. 

· Students earn “Fs” usually because they did not read the assigned texts or because they missed important lectures.
Extra Credit

Extra credit will be offered throughout the semester. At then end of the semester, extra credit points will be added to  your final semester grade only if you have passed the course with a “C” or better. Extra credit assignments will focus on the First Wednesday at One Reading Series and on the Reedley College Lecture Series. Since we are reading poetry this semester, you are also welcome to write a poem for up to ten points of extra credit; you may revise your poem to maximize the number of points that you earn. Your poems may be published in Symmetry, Reedley College’s journal of art and literature.
Format for Essays 1 and 4
1. In-class essays must be hand-written in large bluebooks (which you can purchase at the bookstore). Use
    blue ink only.

2. Follow the MLA guidelines as discussed in class. 

3. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not be accepted or will receive significantly lower grades.

Format for Essays 2 and 3
1. Essay assignments must be typed in Times New Roman. Font size must be size 12. Text must be double spaced. Print quality must be clear and black.

2. One inch margins: top, bottom.

3. 1.25 inch margins: left, right.
4. Follow the MLA guidelines as discussed in class. 

5. Staple your essay pages together.
6. Essays that do not meet these criteria will not be accepted or will receive significantly lower grades.

Completing Assignments and Missing Deadlines
All assignments must be completed on the given due dates. If you miss a deadline, you will receive a zero on the assignment. If you are unable to complete an assignment due to an emergency, I may consider a make-up assignment if you are able to present appropriate documentation. Missing class is never an excuse for missing an assignment. 

Absences, Being Tardy, Being Dropped from the Course, Adding the Course

· Being dropped from the course: If you miss the first day of class, you will be automatically dropped from the course. If you accumulate five absences by March 13, 2009, you will be dropped from the course. If you are late, you’ll be considered absent; you are tardy if you come to class after I’ve taken roll.
· Adding: To add the class, a student must attend every class meeting until he or she has been officially added to the roster.
Academic Behavior
If you demonstrate poor academic behavior, you will be suspended from class. If you continue to be a problem,  you will be told to leave the room and referred to the dean of students who reserves the right to suspend you from ten class meetings. Poor academic behavior includes anything that your instructor finds disruptive. Cell phones ringing/ vibrating during class, being late to class, walking in out of the classroom during lecture, and leaving class early are considered disruptive. Not bringing your texts to class, not participating constructively, and talking while I’m presenting lecture is also considered disruptive. Students who are suspended from class will be marked absent for each day of suspension. Consider yourselves warned.
Plagiarism
If you are caught plagiarizing any work, you may receive an automatic “F” on the assignment or dropped from the course, with the appropriate grade, and referred to campus administration.

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities ACT (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 

Revision Symbols

The symbols listed below indicate areas of writing that may need to be improved in your work. These symbols will be used by the instructor to mark your composition:

th
= 
thesis

sm
=
supportive material

tr
=
transition

ts  
=
topic sentence

cn
=
context
ct
=
critical thinking 

kw(s)
=
key word(s)

dq
=
direct quotation

mla  
=
citing direct quotations

fs
=
final statement

f 
= 
fragment

cs 
= 
comma splice

sf 
= 
sentence fuse

?
=
confusing


= 
take out


= 
insert


= 
good writing


= 
writing needs to improve

syn
= 
syntax--the words you choose to express a thought and the order you put those words in   

                      
to form a sentence.

ALSO, if any words are circled, you have a basic skill error, which may include, but is not limited to,  problems with spelling, word choice, verb tense, subject verb agreement, pronoun agreement, the apostrophe, capitalization, and indicating the titles of works.

January

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	13

Syllabus. Homework: read “Paul’s Case.”
	
	15

In-class assessment essay on “Paul’s Case.” 
	16

	
	20

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. How to join together independent clauses to avoid comma splices and fused sentences.
	21


	22

How to write a variety of sentence structures.
	23

	26


	27

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. The sublime—BRING Classical Literary Criticism to class! 
	28


	29

The sublime—BRING Classical Literary Criticism to class!
	30


February

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	2 


	3

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. Read and discuss “Up in Michigan.”
	4


	5

Read and discuss “Up in Michigan.”
	6

	9


	10

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. Read and discuss “The Chrysanthemums.”
	11


	12

Read and discuss “The Chrysanthemums.”
	13

	16


	17

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens.
Discuss and practice writing an essay.


	18


	19

Discuss and practice writing an essay.


	20

	23


	24

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. Discuss and practice writing an essay.


	25


	26

Finish discussing and practicing writing an essay. Essay #1 returned. Essay #2 assigned.
	27


March

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	2


	3

Essay 2 due. Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. Read and discuss “Cathedral.”

	4 


	5

Read and discuss “Cathedral.”


	6

	9


	10

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. Read and discuss “Where Are You Going, where Have You Been?”


	11


	12

Read and discuss “Where Are You Going, where Have You Been?”


	13

	16


	17

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. How to conduct research.
	18


	19

How to paraphrase.


	20

	23


	24

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. How to make an annotated bibliography. Essay #3 returned. Term paper assigned.
	25


	26

How to use the MLA guidelines to cite poetry.


	27

	30


	31

No class meeting. Extra office hours for extra help on term paper.
	
	
	


April

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	
	1


	2

Research paper due.
	3

	6

Spring recess.
	7

Spring Recess.
	8

Spring recess.
	9

Spring recess.
	10

Spring recess.

	13


	14

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. Read and discuss “The Bear Came over the Mountain.”
	15


	16

Read and discuss “The Bear Came over the Mountain.”
	17

	20


	21

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. Read and discuss “The Red Convertible.”
	22


	23

Read and discuss “The Red Convertible.”
	24

	27


	28

Read and discuss a poem in A Field Guide to the Heavens. Research paper returned. Review for final in-class essay.
	29


	30

Final in-class essay exam.
	


May

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	
	
	
	
	1

	4


	5

Read and rewrite a practice paragraph to prepare for final grammar exam.
	6


	7

Discuss revisions to prepare for final grammar exam.
	8

	11


	12

Read and rewrite a practice paragraph to prepare for final grammar exam.
	13


	14

Discuss revisions to prepare for final grammar exam.
	15

	18 
	19
	20 


	21

Final grammar exam from 2:00-3:50.
	22


Lecture Notes

How to Write Complete Sentences

I. Understanding Complete Sentences


A. A complete sentence is a group of words that contains a subject, a verb, and a complete thought. The 
grammatical term for a complete sentence is “independent clause.”



1. A subject is what the sentence is about.




a. example: Jackson Pollock defined modern American painting.                  
             


2. A verb is the action of the sentence.




a. example: Pollock painted in a style inspired by the American Indians.



3. The subject and verb must form a complete thought. To help yourself understand the concept of 


a complete and logical thought, read the word groups below. Which one(s) contains a complete 


thought?
a. After the dog ate his food.




b. Because the dog ate his food too fast.




c. Unless the dog is able to eat his food slowly.




d. After the dog ate his food, he went outside and played in the leaves.



4. Example “D” is a complete thought. It contains a subject, which is “he”; it contains a verb, 


which is “went”; and it contains a complete thought: what happened?—the dog went outside and 


played in the leaves. To recognize whether or not a group of words contains a subject, a verb, and 


especially a  complete thought, you must be a good reader, which is one reason reading is so very 


important to a young writer. 

II. Avoiding Fragments


A.  If a group of words does not contain a subject, a verb, and a complete thought, it is an incomplete 
sentence. An incomplete sentence is also known as a “fragment.”


B. Occasionally, incomplete sentences begin with one of the following types of words: after, although, 
because, before, if, unless, until, and when. These words are called dependent words because the sentence

that they begin will require extra information to be complete. You can begin a sentence with any word that 
ou want as long as you have a subject, a verb, and a complete thought.

C. As writers, you have three ways to correct a fragment:



1. Combine word groups:




a. During the winter months. I mulch the garden with compost.

             


 
i. During the winter months, I mulch the garden with compost.



2. Remove dependent words:




a. When I mulch the garden.





i. I mulch the garden.



3. Revise the fragment:




a. When I mulch the garden.





i. When I mulch the garden, my tomato plants produce more fruit





during the summer.


D. Other than the desire to learn and a command of basic writing skills, the most important quality


that a young writer must possess is the ability to write a good sentence. Once you can write one


good sentence, you can write a second and a third until you have a paragraph, which turns into an


essay, a short story, or even a novel. Writing good sentences will give the young writer the ability


to fly “beyond the sill of the world.”

How to Avoid Comma Splices and Sentence Fuses

I. Comma Splices

A. Definition: if two independent clauses are joined with a comma that is not followed by a coordinating 
conjunction, the sentence is called a “comma splice.” You may place a comma between independent 
clauses as long as the comma is followed by a coordinating conjunction.  There are seven coordinating 

conjunctions in the English Language: “and,” “or,” “nor,” “but,”  for,” “so,” and “yet.”

II. Sentence Fuses

A. Definition: if two independent clauses are joined without any punctuation or a coordinating conjunction, 
the sentence is called a “sentence fuse.”

III. Examples of Comma Splices and Sentence Fuses


A. Identify which are comma splices and which are sentence fuses. Explain why each example


represents a particular type of sentence error.



1. Today I cut the lawn, it was very green.



2. Today I cut the lawn, and it was very green, my father was pleased.



3. I’m going to help my father build a fence the old one is infested with termites.



4. I’m going to help my father build a fence, for the old one is infested with termites the posts are


rotten.

IV. How to Join Together Independent Clauses Correctly and Thus Avoid Comma Splices and Sentence Fuses


A. With a comma and a coordinating conjunction. There are seven coordinating conjunctions in the English 
Language: “and,” “or,” “nor,” “but,” for,” “so,” and “yet.”



1. Last night, I sprayed the grape vines with soap, and my wife pruned the fig trees.


B. With a semicolon if the independent clauses are closely related.



1. My wife and I love working in the yard every evening; the work releases day’s stress.


C. With a colon if the second independent clause summarizes or explains the first  independent clause.



1. During the summer months, the dogs dig holes under the Sequoias and fall asleep: the cold dirt 


soothes their panting heart throughout the afternoon.


D. With a dash to add emphasis to the second independent clause.



1. The blackberry vines are bursting with blossoms—the fruit will be sweet and plentiful.


E. With a period.



1. The plum trees need to be pruned. The nectarine trees are already budding.

V. Test

A. How many independent clauses do you see in the sentence below? Are they joined together correctly?



1. Today I cut the lawn, and it was very green, so my father was pleased.

How to Write a Successful Thesis Sentence
I. The Steps:

A. Read the essay topic carefully.

B. Identify key words in the essay topic.

C. Identify what the thesis topic specifically requires.

D. Use those key words to address what the essay topic specifically requires and write your thesis sentence.

E. Make your thesis sentence the first sentence in your introduction.

F. Do not simply rewrite the topic.

How to Write Paragraphs in an Essay

I. How to Write an Introductory Paragraph

A. Make your thesis the first sentence of your introduction. Your thesis must be expressed in one well-written sentence.

B. Carefully list your supportive material in a series of well-written sentences. Write one sentence for each paragraph in the body of the essay. 

C. End the introduction with a transitional sentence that reflects your thesis and the first paragraph in the body of the essay. 
II. How to Write a Paragraph in the Body of the Essay

A. Write a topic sentence to establish the paragraph’s focal point. Make sure your topic is a clear reflection of the supportive material listed in your introduction. Use all your key words in the topic sentence.
B. Establish the context of your supportive material. Your context must include at least three well-written sentences. The context describes what was taking place in the original text before the direct quotation.
C. Support your topic sentence with a direct quotation.

D. Explain the significance of your direct quotation with CRITICAL THINKING. Your critical thinking must contain at least four well-written sentences. Use your key words! Use three important phrases from the direct quotation and explain their significance one sentence at a time. Place these important words in quotation marks.
E. Conclude your paragraph with a transition. The transition is only one sentence long and moves the reader smoothly into the next paragraph. The transitional sentence can be vague since the topic sentence is very precise. 
F. Do not begin a paragraph with a direct quotation. Do not end a paragraph with a direct quotation.

III. How to Write a Concluding Paragraph

A. Restate your thesis. Copy and paste it. Make it the first sentence in your introduction.
B. Restate your supportive material. Write one sentence per paragraph in the body of the essay. Do not copy and paste; rather, show a variety of sentence structure. 

C. Make a final statement.
How to Use MLA Author Named in a Signal Phrase to Cite Prose
I. Quotations, Signal Phrases, and Page Numbers

A. Limit your quotation to four lines. 

B. Introduce a quotation using a signal phrase. There are a variety of possible signal phrases. Following are several key words: stated, said, says, believed, expressed. The signal phrase should also contain either the name of the author or the name of the speaker. 

C. Follow the quotation with the appropriate page number inside a set of parentheses. Finish the citation with a period.

D. Here is an example of a direct quotation cited according to the MLA guidelines:


Esquivel writes about the theme of love by carefully describing a dinner that took place on the ranch. To prepare the dinner, Tita plucked rose petals off their stems to make a sauce. When she plucked them, she scratched herself on the thorns. Drops of blood dripped into the sauce as she thought about Pedro—the man she loved. After she made the sauce, she prepared the quail. Tita was sweating while cooking the quail; as she prepared the quail, she was still thinking about Pedro. When she presented the dinner to her guests, Tita’s blood and sweat magically affected the food. Esquivel said, “It was as if a strange alchemical process had dissolved her entire being in the rose petal sauce, in the tender flesh of the quails, in the wine, in every one of the meals aromas” (52). THEN THE EXPLANATION BEGINS HERE FOLLOWED BY THE TRANSITION.

E. There are several important MLA rules to learn from the example:
1. The quotation is introduced with a comma because the signal phrase is not a complete sentence and because there is an end stop before the quotation. 

2. The first letter of the quotation should be capitalized according to the way it appears in the text. 
3. Do not begin a quotation with an ellipsis mark; rather, when appropriate, begin a quotation with a lower case letter. You may, however, end a quotation with an ellipsis mark if you end the quotation in the middle of a sentence.

4. The page number is placed outside the quotation marks. Include only the page number inside the parenthesis. Close the sentence with a period outside the parentheses. Please note: there is no punctuation included inside the last set of quotation marks, such as a period or a comma.  If the quotation includes an exclamation mark or a question mark, then include either of those forms of punctuation; otherwise, simply use a period after the page number, outside the parentheses. 
How to Use MLA Author Named in a Signal Phrase to Cite Poetry

I. Lesson One: If your direct quotation is three lines or fewer of actual poetry, not how it looks on your screen but how it looks in the original text, cite your poem in-text. Use the “/” mark to indicate line breaks:


“Pig” uses the concrete images of a Mack truck and sausage to create a theme of toil.  As the poem opens, Abraham Tovar is pulling into the parking lot of a sausage factory. He sees the workers swatting at flies, and he sees how the workers wear their work in the form of blood and fat clinging to their skin. Above the workers is the sun. The heat melts the frozen meat products, making the men even more aware of their surroundings as they sink their hands into the cartons of meat to make sausage. The poet shows the toil of the day when he says, “Mack trucks came in with unprocessed pork/ and took out chorizo, linguica, hot links, and sausage/” (11). The author uses the image of the “Mack truck” to describe toil… 

II. Lesson two: If your direct quotation is four lines or more of actual poetry, not how it looks on your screen but

     how it looks in the original text, drop and indent your direct quotation. Do not use the “/” mark. Simply show the

     poems as they appeared in the original text.

“Pig” uses the concrete images of a Mack truck, sausage and a factory worker to create a theme of toil. As the poem opens, Abraham Tovar is pulling into the parking lot of a sausage factory. He sees the workers swatting at flies, and he sees how the workers wear their work in the form of blood and fat clinging to their skin. Above the workers is the sun. The heat melts the frozen meat products, making the men even more aware of their surroundings as they sink their hands into the cartons of meat to make sausage. The poet shows the toil of the day when he says: 

Mack trucks came in with unprocessed pork

and took out chorizo, linguica, hot links, and sausage:

German, Sweet, Breakfast, Hot, and Mild.

One man stood straight up into the sky,

closed his eyes, and with his thumb and forefinger,

worked out bits of meat from his eyelashes

glistening like black grease under the sun. (11) 

The poet uses the image of the “Mack truck” to describe toil…

All other MLA formatting rules, which we discussed earlier this semester, apply.







Occasionally, your instructor may have to change the syllabus during the semester. Missing class is not an excuse for not being aware of any changes that are made to the syllabus


