Instructor:  

Charles Jones
E-mail:


charles.jones@reedleycollege.edu
Messages:

(559) 638-3641
ENGL-126-54010 Reading Skills for College
Required Text:
Ten Steps to Advanced Reading, John Langan.  Townsend Press, 2007.
Recommended:
College-level dictionary and thesaurus




Pocketsize stapler

Required Materials:
One self-selected book (fiction or non-fiction) for a book report




Binder paper for quizzes, responses, notes, etc.




A journal (your choice of style).




Blue or black ink pens and pencils.




A flash storage drive.

Course Description:  This course is designed to assist students in advancing vocabulary and, strategies designed to improve comprehension.  The course objective is to prepare students for critical reading in college courses and life in general.
Student Objectives:  
1.
Comprehend and discuss both literal and implied meanings.
2.
Analyze various writing techniques and their effect on the reading process.

3.
Evaluate the credibility of author’s treatments of text.

4.
Vary reading strategies and rate according to the level of difficulty of the writing.
5.
Analyze organization and relationships in selections.

6.
Distinguish between fact and opinion.

7.
Understand and use new vocabulary.
8.
Keep a reading response/reflection journal for assigned and self-selected reading.

9.
Complete one book report for a self-selected fiction or non-fiction book.
10.
Complete two reading research essay papers.

Attendance
Students are allowed SIX absences for emergencies or personal business during the first half of the course.  Any student who misses more than the allowed absences will be dropped unless prior arrangements are made with the instructor.  
If any student does not attend class the first day, he or she will be dropped in order to make room for those attempting to add the class.  In addition, if any student attends the first day and then misses the second day, he or she will be dropped.
Please be on time.  If you are habitually late, that means you are disrupting the class and will be asked to drop the class.
If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what assignments were missed.  They will be posted on Blackboard.  Class work cannot be made up.  Tests and quizzes must be completed within three (3) days of your return.  If you are absent for more than three days without contacting me, you may not be able to make up tests or quizzes.  After the third day of absence, a zero will be entered for each missed test/quiz. 

It is also your responsibility to acquire a copy of each handout distributed during your absence. They will be posted on Blackboard. Whether you are in class or absent, you are responsible for the information in the materials I hand out to the class.
Grading and Credit:

English 126 is a four-unit course offered on a graded basis with a CR/NC option. A “Credit” grade is the equivalent of an A, B, or C grade. A grade equivalent of  D or F will result in a “No Credit” grade.  The grading scale is as follows:

A = 90-100%      B = 80-89%      C = 70-79%    D = 60-69%     F = 59% and below

The grades earned on your work will be averaged within five categories to determine your final course grade.  A percentage point system will be used for each assignment, enabling students to track their grades as they progress toward fulfilling the course requirements.  It is each student’s responsibility to keep graded, returned work and maintain an accurate account of all grades.

Unit Mastery Tests



200 possible points (20 each)

Midterm & Final



400 possible points (200 each)

Book Report




200 possible points 
Homework/In-class quizzes/Summaries
500 possible points (25-50 each)
Beginning reflection essay


100 points
Reading Journal & Ending Reflection Essay
200 possible points
Reading Research Essays


400 possible points (200 each)

All writing assignments (unless otherwise specified by me) must be typed.

Late Assignments:  Deadlines are a part of life.  Assignments that are turned in late will lose half of their point value for each class period they are late.  It is your responsibility to talk with me if you foresee any problem meeting a deadline prior to the due date.
It is possible that the goal of 2000 points will not be met within this semester.  Assignments may change depending on the time and the needs of the class.
YOU ARE HERE TO ALLOW ME TO TEACH AND YOU TO LEARN.

Behaviors that interfere with class work will not be tolerated.  Students who talk excessively, sing, make rude or derogatory comments or disrupt the class in any other way will be asked to leave the class for the day.  Disruptive behaviors that are more serious will result in more serious actions, such as a “disruptive student” referral and/or permanent dismissal from class.
Cell phones:  Please turn off all cell phones and various other noise makers before class.  I will not tolerate cell phone rings in class.  You may not play with your cell phone or text message during class.  If your cell phone disturbs the class, I may ask you to leave for the day.  You will receive an absence for that day.  If this behavior continues, you will be told to leave the class permanently and receive an F for the semester as well as a “disruptive student” referral.   
E-Mail:
It is your responsibility to make sure your correct e-mail address is in Blackboard.  I will frequently e-mail instructions and news to you.  You will also e-mail assignments and questions to me.

Home Computers and Laptops:
Microsoft Office Word is used by me and the school.  Any assignments that you e-mail to me must be saved and sent in the MS Word format.  Please let me know if this will be a problem. 
School policy is that no food or drinks are allowed in the classrooms.
Children are not allowed to remain in the classroom.  It is a learning, safety, and liability issue.  If you have childcare problems for the class period, please let me know.  I will make an attempt to work things out for you for that class period.  Unfortunately, I will be able to do this only once.

This document is subject to change at instructor’s discretion.

*If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact your instructor as soon as possible.

