English 125

Writing Skills for College
Spring 2009 
Instructor: Susan McLenithan

Instructor’s e-mail: smclenithan@hotmail.com


       susan.mclenithan@reedleycollege.edu
Phone: (559) 930-3223

Required Texts: 
They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Gerald Graff and Cathy Birkenstein
Patterns for College Writing: A Rhetorical Reader and Guide 10th Edition, Edited by Laruie G. Kirszner and Stephen R. Mandell

The Freedom Writers Diary by the Freedom Writers and Erin Gruwell

Into the Wild by Jon Krakauer
A College Dictionary
A Spiral Notebook (Journal Writing)
A Two Pocket Folder for Turning in Essays
Course Description:
Discovering the writer within is the main objective of this course. Richard Fulkerson writes that “good writing is good thinking.” This course is designed to cultivate reading and writing skills for college level courses. Emphasis will be placed on developing writing skills by modeling writing strategies used by good writers, including how to avoid common grammatical errors. Writing is a process that involves developing critical thinking skills enabling students to explore and express ideas in short papers. Every writing assignment will be critiqued in peer workshop groups and revised several times.
Writing is not just a demonstration of one’s ability to write. Writing is a tool, a strategy for generating ideas, for analyzing information, for inventing responses, critiquing your own thoughts, or creating a record of your thinking. In this class writing will serve many purposes. Consequently, you will be asked to write for many different reasons; thus, your writing will not simply be a reflection of your competence, it will be a representation of your engagement in the class. Using research strategies, you will also be expected to incorporate material from outside sources to support your own position in a persuasive argument essay.

Writing and reading are very similar meaning making performances. Class discussions about the reading will enhance your ability to write responses to what you read. From the reading assignments you will learn to model your approach to writing and develop a better understanding about form, rhetorical framework, and the use of evidence in writing. I will expect that when you read an assignment, you will have read the text actively, making notes in the margins and/or highlighting the main points. 

Reading responses and/or double-entry journals are intended to get you thinking critically about the text and to help you think about how the writing functions in the text. In these responses I will be looking for your ability to make connections between the writing and your experiences, and I will be looking for an analysis of the reading: what is important about this topic? How did the writer use evidence to make a point? What is the main issue? Double-entry journals will be required for all reading assignments.
Course Objectives

In the process of completing this course, you will:

A.
Write complete, appropriate, varied English sentences, using coordination, subordination, and modification to clarify meanings 

B.
Use punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, etc., conventionally and spell correctly

C.
Use standard dialect noun, verb, and pronoun forms and verb tenses correctly

D.
Differentiate between standard dialects and community dialects and slang, and use dialects appropriately

E.
Study English sentence structures as they relate to meanings and learn to recognize relationships between the ways words are ordered and grouped and the meanings the reader may grasp.  Utilizing punctuation, sentence variety and length, and 
different styles in modification and diction, the student must say what he or she means and make that meaning clear to the reader.

F.
Write in paragraphs that develop topic sentences with adequate, detailed support

G.
Use various patterns of paragraph development, such as spatial and time orders in description and narration, cause and effect, comparison and contrast, example or analogy, and persuasion.  Decisions about organization must be related to the author’s purpose, to the reader, and to the writer’s resources.

H.
Initiate and carry through appropriate use of the writing process:  recognizing the affect of purpose and audience, discovering topics, selecting and ordering ideas and the evidence to develop the topic, writing and revising, and editing and finishing the paper

I.
Write with coherence and unity, paying attention to reference, agreement, consistency, and transitions

J.
Use critical thinking skills in writing, with attention to avoiding fallacies, relating structure to ideas, developing logical 
support for generalizations, following logical orders, and differentiating between statements of fact and opinion

K. 
Use basic library sources to find information, and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a limited paper based on published sources

Course Requirements:

Attendance is highly important. You will be required to do daily writing assignments in class. If you fall behind in the daily assignments you will find it very difficult to make up the assignments. Points will be given for in class assignments; therefore, all assignments missed as a result of absences will lower your overall grade in the class. Since your class participation grade is 20% of your overall grade for the course, it can result in a failing grade for the class. Three short essays will be assigned. Each essay will be 200 points or twenty percent of your overall grade in the class. A Final will be given at the end of the semester which will also be worth 20% of your overall grade for this course. Failure to turn in any one of the assigned essays or to complete the final will mean a failing grade in the class. You must let me know in advance if there is a compelling reason why you cannot turn in your essay the day it is due or it will be graded down one letter grade for everyday it is late.
Attendance:

Tardiness is not acceptable. If you are late three days it will equal one full day of absence. Four days of absence will lower your grade in the class one full letter grade. If you miss more than four days of class you will be dropped from the roll unless you give notice of a prolonged absence.
Grading:

The three essays assigned will be given letter grades according to the 200 point scale. Accumulation of points for homework and daily in-class writing assignments will make up your class participation grade. Every essay and the accumulation of points that make up your class participation grade will be worth 20% of your overall grade. Also a Final Exam will be worth 20% of the over all grade. The Final Exam will consist of ten short answer questions and an impromptu essay. You will be given a writing prompt for each essay along with an example of how each essay will be graded. Please feel free to ask about your standing in the class at any point during the sixteen weeks. Keep all papers since they are important and I am not infallible.

Essay #1





(20%)
3-5 page essay
Essay #2:





 (20%)
3-5 page essay
Essay #3:

 
   


 (20%)
3-5 page essay
Final Exam





 (20%)
Class Participation:




 (20%)
Total





           (100%)

90-100 % =   A

80-89 %   =   B

70-79 %   =   C

60-69%    =   D

0-59 %     =   F

Workshop Groups:

Knowing your audience is important in order to reach and hold the attention and sympathies of readers. All of you will be assigned to a peer group of three to five students. This will be your “test group,” and each member of the group will be required to give written and oral critique of your paper. Criticism is more than simply saying, “I like this paper,” or “I don’t like this paper.” The most important aim of the peer review is to get the writer to understand how it is that their paper needs to be revised, and to determine strategies for that revision. Questions are a good way to begin this process; questions about parts that are not clear, questions about the writer’s process and what aspect of the process he/she might find difficult, questions about the writer’s intent and questions about the rhetorical strategies the writer used. Remember that the peer workshops are a learning experience for the whole group, so it is important to treat the other members of your group with the same respect that you would want. You cannot miss a peer work shop. Final essay papers must be turned in with the rough draft and the work sheets written by the members of your group, along with an Author’s Note. An essay that is turned in without this material will be reduced one full grade.
Late Papers:
Papers are due at the beginning of class. I generally do not accept late papers. If you email your essay to me, it will be considered a late paper and graded down accordingly. It is always better to turn in a late paper rather than not to do the work at all, since not turning in an essay will mean automatic failure in the course. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is, as I imagine you know, the copied or undocumented use of another’s work or ideas. The issue of plagiarism goes deeper than “copying,” though, to an issue of academic honesty. In class, you will be encouraged to discuss your work at great length with others, you will consult models of reading and writing and other student work to help you, you may confer with a tutor or writing center technician, and you will do lots of different activities to guide your learning. But it is NEVER permissible- as Dr Tim Hankins, professor at New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, so concisely says- “to give or receive answers” or ideas or even words “in a way that bypasses the need to think on your own” about your reading or writing. Help from any source must be acknowledged, and there are accepted ways to do this. If in doubt, please ask me. Violation of the letter or intent of this policy will result in serious harm to your learning, to your grade, to your standing in class, and perhaps to your standing at the college. 
Failure to acknowledge verbatim, paraphrased or summarized passages will result in the student failing the course and receiving a letter of reprimand from the Dean of Student Services. The student’s plagiarized work will go on file in the division office. A subsequent offense in another class will result in a second referral to the Dean of Student Services fro disciplinary action.

Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term ‘cheating’ not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work.

By enrolling in this course, you join a community requiring intellectual integrity. When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work contained, whether that be an entire text or only a sentence. Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty demonstrate a disrespect of the community and will not be tolerated.    

Disruptive Classroom Behavior: 
I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. 
Please note: I consider cell phone usage disruptive classroom behavior, and I will not tolerate cell phone usage during class time. Cell phones should be turned off, put on vibrate or silent, and are strictly prohibited while in class. For every cell phone that rings in the class ten points will be deducted from your class participation grade.
**Note: Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Please do not hesitate to email me or call if you have any concerns or questions.










