English 125: Writing Skills for College (#74817)
Reedley College: Spring 2009 (3 units)

TTH 6:00 PM – 7:50 PM.
Room: Selma High School
Instructor: T.J. Koll

Email: travis.koll@fresnocitycollege.edu
Office Hours: by appointment
Course Prerequisites: Completion of ENGL 252 or placement by the college assessment process.
Required Materials:
 

They Say, I Say: The Moves That Matter in Academic Writing by Graff & Birkenstein
The Prentice Hall Grammar Workbook by Adkins

Journal or Notebook with plenty of blank pages; writing utensils

Course Description: 
Develops the process of writing, revising and finishing short papers, including logical development and organization of ideas. Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops critical thinking and writing skills by reading model essays by analyzing and utilizing rhetorical strategies appropriate to purpose and audience. Also develops basic research skills & prepares students for English 1A.
In the process of completing this course, students will:

1. Analyze, compare, evaluate, and generate writing that relates structure to ideas, develops logical support for generalizations, and follows logical order.

2. Analyze, compare, and evaluate a variety of readings in order to differentiate between fact and opinion and to establish the credibility of texts. 
3. Identify, compare, and employ the various patterns of essays with coherent paragraphs that adequately develop topic sentences.

4. Employ all aspects of the writing process (establish writing topics, narrow purpose and audience, develop those topics with evidence and support, revise and edit papers).

5. Utilize basic research skills to find information and avoid plagiarism in the preparation of a 4-6 page paper supported by published sources.

6. Use a computer as a part of research and essay development.
Blackboard/Computer & Internet Access:
Regular access to a computer, the internet, and Blackboard is a requirement of this course. Computer labs are available on campus if you have difficulty fulfilling this requirement.
	Week
	Topics & Activities

	1
	Introduction to the course; Syllabus read-through; Academic Literacy

	2
	Crafting Effective & Grammatically Correct Sentences

	3
	Paragraphs: Content, Structure, & Purpose—The PIE Technique

	4
	Pre-Writing: Choosing Topics, Narrowing Focus, & Brainstorming

	5
	Drafting, Revising, & Editing—the Necessary Steps to Crafting an Effective Essay

	6
	Grammar,  Punctuation & MLA Citation Workshop

	7
	Academic Research Methods; Library visit

	8
	Moving Beyond Summary—The Art of Exploring, Analyzing, & Explaining

	9
	Establishing Focus: Thesis Statements

	10
	Structure: Introductions, Body Paragraphs, & Conclusions

	11
	Putting it Together: Transitions & Formal Voice

	12
	The Argumentative Essay: Joining the Conversation

	13
	Spring Break—No Classes

	14
	Rhetorical Strategies: Models for Making Writing Decisions

	15
	Rhetorical Strategies cont. & Argument Defense

	16
	Instructor-Student Consultations

	17
	Writing Workshop & Final Review

	18
	Finals Week


Schedule is subject to change without prior notification.
Course Requirements:
Attendance: Since this class is discussion and activity based, students are expected to maintain a good attendance record. Any student who is absent for two consecutive weeks (meaning a student has missed four (4) classes in a row) before the ninth week drop date may be dropped. Important Note: It is the student’s responsibility to officially withdraw from this course. Do NOT depend on your instructor to drop you. The above policy is a warning, not a guarantee. Failure to properly withdraw may result in an “F” being awarded for the course. 
Tardiness disrupts classroom discussions and activities. For this reason, a student arriving to class late or who leaves early will lose 50% of that day’s available Participation Points. Any student arriving ten (10) or more minutes late or who leaves ten (10) or more minutes early will be marked absent and will lose all participation points for that day. 

Disruptive Behavior, behavior that disrupts or interferes with class work, will not be tolerated. Students who talk excessively, make rude or derogatory comments or disrupt the class in any other way will be asked to leave and will be marked absent for the day. More serious disruptions will result in more serious actions. Listen to each other with respect. Do not interrupt your classmates or the teacher. Turn off all cell phones and pagers. Do not sleep or adopt a posture that indicates a lack of participation. Do not work on assignments from other classes. Do not check your email or text. Keep sidebar conversations to a minimum.
Visitors: College policy prohibits instructors from allowing un-enrolled persons from remaining the classroom after class has begun, and therefore only enrolled students will be allowed in the classroom.

Canceled Classes: If class is canceled, the college will post an official cancellation notice on the classroom door.
Reading assignments are essential to the objectives of this course. You must complete them and be prepared to discuss them before class. Students who come to class who have obviously not read the assignment may be marked absent for the period.

Writing Workshops: Writing is far more than simply the mechanical act of putting words on paper; it is rather a process of thinking, drafting, critiquing, and revising. To aid in this process, students will be required to participate in writing workshops, during which they will examine the assignments of their peers and suggest ways to improve them. 

Participation: (200 points): Throughout the semester, students will be asked to complete several in-class and homework assignments. Summaries, written responses, group work, quizzes, timed essays—such assignments are vital to the develop of a student’s reading, writing, and thinking skills and therefore must be completed in a timely manner. Participation in class, which necessitates being in class on a regular basis, is also vital to the learning environment. The Participation points available for each class will be calculated by dividing the total points available by the number of classes in the semester. A student’s individual score will then be calculated by subtracting the number of classes missed and/or the number of classes during which the student failed to participate from that total.
Papers/Writing Projects (600 total points; 150 each): During the semester, you will complete a total of four (4) substantial projects, one of which must be between 4-6 pages in length. Before turning in the final draft of each respective paper, students will be required to bring a rough draft to class, which will receive peer feedback during our many writing workshops and MUST be turned in along with the final draft. Students will use this feedback in the editing and revising of their final drafts. IMPORTANT NOTE: ALL DRAFTS MUST BE SUBMITTED THROUGH BLACKBOARD TO TURNITIN.COM, WHICH WILL GENERATE A “SIMILARITY REPORT” FOR MY CONSIDERATION. EMAILS AND HARDCOPIES ARE UNACCEPTABLE.
Workbook (100 points): Throughout the semester, you will be required to complete many exercises within your Grammar Workbooks. At the semester’s end, each workbook will be collected and graded based upon the number and accuracy of the exercises completed.

Final (100 points): The final for this course will consist of a timed in-class academic essay. More detailed information on the final will be given to students later in the semester.
Grade Scale:

A =  900 – 1000
90-100%
CREDIT



B =  800 – 899

80-89.9%
CREDIT



C = 700 – 799

70-79.9%
CREDIT



D = 600 – 699

60-69.9%
NO CREDIT



F =  0 – 599

0-59.9%
NO CREDIT
Points:
      
Paper #1:

150 points or 15%



      
Paper #2:

150 points or 15%



      
Paper #3:

150 points or 15%



Paper #4:

150 points or 15%



Participation:

200 points or 20%



Workbook:

100 points or 10%



Final:


100 points or 10%
Policy on Late Papers: All assignments must be turned in on time. Students may turn in major papers late, but such assignments will be penalized by 10% for every class period they are not turned in after the due date for up to one week following that date. Failing to hand in an assignment due to an absence does not excuse a student from this policy.
Plagiarism: Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work as your own (or having someone else write or edit the paper for you). Reedley College has a written policy statement concerning cheating and plagiarism which includes specific steps that will be taken to punish the student involved.  If cheating or plagiarism is suspected, action can result in an F being awarded on the plagiarized assignment. Important Note: You will be required to submit all of your larger writing projects to TurnItIn.com, which will compare each individual paper to its extensive database and then generate a “similarity report.” This process is incredibly thorough and sophisticated, and it can easily detect similarities even if several words in a particular passage are altered or if it is copied from an obscure source. Finally, plagiarism includes submitting a paper you’ve written for another class.
Special Accommodations: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. If you think you have a learning disability but have not had it verified, Disabled Students Programs and Services (DSP&S) may be able to assist you. All information will be kept confidential.
MLA Documentation Style: Unless otherwise noted, all assignments are to be documented using the Modern Language Association style. All typed assignments should be double-spaced, have a font of no more than 12, Times New Roman, and be typed on only one side of a page with 1” margins.
Religious Holidays or College Activities: If you need to observe a religious holiday or participate in an approved college activity at some point during the semester, please inform me in writing of the particular dates involves by the second week of instruction.
