Reedley College

English 125: Writing Skills for College

Course # 53002

March 15-May 21, 2009

Room:  CCI 207

You are responsible for all the information contained in this syllabus. Please be sure to bring it with you to all class meetings this semester.

Instructor: Kristin FitzPatrick

E-mail: fitzkris17@csufresno.edu

Office hours: after class/by appointment 

English 125 is a CR/NC (Pass/No Pass) course. 

Course Description: Development of the process of writing, revising, and finishing short papers, including the logical development and organization of ideas.  Emphasizes avoiding common writing errors; develops writing skills by reading model essays and analyzing rhetorical strategies; develops critical thinking skills by matching the structures of writing to meaning and audience, and by using writing as thinking, to explore and express ideas.

Required Materials:

- Kirszner & Mandell. Patterns for College Writing. 10th ed. Bedford/St. Martins

-Common Sense Guide to Grammar and Usage. Bedford/St. Martins

-notebook and pen or pencil

-flash drive, floppy disk, writeable CD, or other portable electronic file storage device

-folder or other container for written work

**Please bring all of these materials and all class work to each class meeting.

**Save all of your work in print and on disk.
COURSE OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A. Prewrite constructively to generate ideas and determine ideas, opinions, positions, and ultimately theses and plans

B. Respond to a prompt quickly and independently 

C. Write a developed essay with a clear thesis and support

D. Write with some sophistication:  introduction should be more than a thesis; a conclusion should be more than a summary; an essay should have ample substance

E. Plan and revise fairly independently employing all stages of the writing process as necessary and appropriate

F. Recognize and revise common errors such as problems with comma splices throughout a piece

G. Construct idiomatically correct sentences although there may be an “accent” resulting from a consistent type of ESL error

H. Use a variety of rhetorics and structures, including documented sources

I. Use MLA style with some guidance to set up papers and document sources

Writing Assignments:

Four essays:  The final grade for each essay will be determined in part by completion of the following steps: in-class pre-writing: in-class first draft; out-of-class second draft; peer review; out-of-class third draft with substantial revisions. For each assignment, the final draft must be submitted with all of the steps.

Essay #1: Narration essay

Essay #2: Cause-and-Effect essay

Essay #3: Compare and Contrast essay

Essay #4: Argument essay

Details will be given in advance of due dates.

Class policies and Procedures

ATTENDANCE:
Students who do not attend the first or second class meeting will be dropped unless they have contacted me before the first or second class with an acceptable reason for why they must miss the first or second day. Students who add or choose to drop the class are responsible for completing the process through Web Advisor.

In accordance with district policy, students who miss more than two classes in the first week of the course will be dropped from the class.

Please note that although class attendance is not factored into your grade, excessive absences will indirectly affect your grade through missed or late writing assignments, missed quizzes, lack of participation (if you’re not in class, you cannot receive points for participation), and incorrectly done assignments as a result of missing relevant instructions and activities. 

If you are more than 10 minutes late, I will mark you as tardy. Two tardies equal one absence. Leaving early equals one half of one absence. If the classroom door is closed it is to keep the temperature comfortable. Please enter the classroom at or before 3:00.

QUIZZES, IN-CLASS WRITING, AND HOMEWORK: may be unannounced and cannot be made up. There will be no exceptions to this rule. 

PARTICIPATION: It is important to learn from all members of the class. Please be prepared to interact in pairs and groups with other students in the class. You can only be an active, prepared participant if you attend class regularly and on time, contribute in a meaningful, useful way to discussions and peer review, and do the assigned work in and out of class. Peer reviews are a crucial part of participation.

SUBMITTING PAPERS AND REVISIONS: All drafts of all assigned papers (essays) must be typed in Times New Roman font, 12-point size, and double-spaced in black ink on white 8.5 x 11-inch paper. In the upper left hand corner, write your name, English 125, my name (Kristin FitzPatrick), assignment name (Essay #1, for example), draft number, and due date. Title your paper and center it above the body of the paper. Submit all drafts, last to first, with each assignment. 

**It is very important that you save all the work you do for this course, both in print and on disk. 

PEER REVIEWS: You will receive instruction on how to do peer reviews on written assignments. Please note that peer reviews affect your grade in two ways: 1) participation and 2) the written paper.

LATE WORK: All assignments are due at the beginning of in class (3:00 p.m.). Late papers will drop one letter grade for each class day they are late. I do not accept assignments via e-mail or any other way except in printed form in the classroom at the beginning of class.

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: Any student caught cheating, copying, or plagiarizing others’ work will be dropped from the course. If you are in any doubt as to what plagiarism is, check with me. Do not ask anyone other than me, a Writing Center tutor, or a peer reviewer in our class for any help with any paper. 

Students with disabilities:


   Please inform me of any special circumstances you might have.  If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), including alternate media requests, please notify me immediately.  Reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate your needs. Please talk to me as soon as possible. Contact Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S) at (559) 638-0332 or visit their website for more information: http://www.reedleycollege.edu/services/dsp/LD.htm.

Classroom Policies

· Absolutely NO use of cell phone, pager, iPod, or other electronic devices is allowed. IF YOU USE ONE OF THESE DEVICES IN CLASS YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE THE ROOM. Please turn your phone off and store it and other electronic devices before entering the classroom. Anyone using a cellular phone or other electronic device in any way (even just to read a text message or check the time) will lose participation points for the week and will be asked to leave the room. 

· No food or beverages are allowed in the classroom. 
· Laptop use in the classroom: There should not be any need for student use of computers in the classroom except during specific activities when all students in the room are using assigned laptops. Using computers for purposes outside of the day’s class activity or assignment will result in a loss of classroom computer privileges and the day’s participation points. 

· Other ways to lose a week's worth of participation points include missing class, sleeping, eating, reading, doing non-English 125 work, interrupting, or appearing unprepared. 

· Courtesy: Please refrain from asking questions or making comments that may be offensive to others. All criticism must be constructive and considerate of the writer’s purpose.

· Raise your hand when you would like to participate in in-class discussions. Give your full attention to others while they are speaking. 
· You are responsible for following up on any messages sent to or left for me.

Some Important Points:


   Please contact me by e-mail (fitzkris17@csufresno.edu) if you have any problems or questions regarding this course. Please write English 125 in the subject line.

Effort: You will get out of the class as much as you put in. My job is to help you become better writers and to prepare you for writing assignments in other courses. I will reserve portions of class time for individual conferences about your essays and I am available to help you after class.

GRADING:

-participation, quizzes, in-class writing, and homework



30%

-essay #1 (includes pre-writing, a minimum of two drafts, and peer review):
10%

-essay #2









10%

-essay #3









20%

-essay #4









30%

You must receive 70 out of 100 points (70%) and attempt all essays to pass this course.

Course Schedule:

*These dates and other details are subject to change  

Date
Topic / Assignment

Week 1

Mon. Mar 16
In-class: Syllabus and texts, course introduction, initial essay

Tues. Mar 17
In-class: The Writing Process


Homework due: Read Chapter 1 pgs. 1-12, Chapters 2-3 pgs. 13-50 Invention and Arrangement; List 3 things you learned from each section. Be prepared to discuss these.

Wed. Mar 18
Grammar points, Understanding the assignment.


Homework due: Read Chapter 4-5 pgs. 51-79 (Drafting and Revising & Editing and Proofreading); List 3 things you learned from each section that you can do differently in your future writing assignments.

Thurs. Mar 19
Review Test on Patterns book pg. 31 Editing Practices on pg. 40-41, one sentence practice and one editing practice on 45-48, one practice on 51-56 and Review Test on 56.


Homework due: Patterns book, chapters 2-5 pg. 20-56

Week 2

Mon. Mar 23     Figurative language and voice exercises


Homework due: Read “Letter From Birmingham Jail” by King, pg. 597-612

Tues. Mar 24
In-class: Topic Sentences, Supporting Sentences, Thesis statements; Intro to Narration and Description (Chapters 6-7)

 Homework due: Read Chapter 6 (Narration) pgs. 81-93 & “Only Daughter” Cisneros pg. 96; Reading response.

Wed. Mar 25     In-class essay, discuss Narration essay (Essay #1)
In
In-class: 10-minute write (Cisneros); Narration discussion; More topic sentence strategy, thesis statements; Grammar: Subjects-Verbs-Prepositional Phrase & Subject-Verb Agreement

                         Homework: Read “Finishing School” (Angelou) pg. 101

Thurs. Mar 26
In-class: Using Question #1 (Writing Workshop  pg. 106) write short narrative essay; 

                        Homework due: essay draft; Read Chapter 7 (Description) pgs. 143-151

Week 3

Mon. Mar 30
In-class: Narrative essay due, Discuss Chapter 7

                        Homework due: Read “The Amazon Queen” (Allende) pg. 173

Tues. Mar 31   In-class: Essay response due; Intro to Chapter 10 (Cause and Effect)

Homework due: Read Chapter 10 (Cause and Effect) pgs.327- 343

Wed. Apr 1
In-class: Discuss Cause/Effect

Homework due: Work on Cause/Effect report/essay

Thurs Apr 2
In-class: discuss chapters 6-7, grammar points

Homework due: Review your target skill areas

Apr 6-9
SPRING BREAK

WEEK 4

Mon Apr 13    In-class: Writing assignment pg. 200 (applying the target skill area lessons)

Homework due: Complete writing assignment

Tues Apr 14    In class: workshop, grammar points

                        Homework due: Choose and complete three grammar exercises

Wed Apr 15     In-class: Class reading “The Human Cost of an Illiterate Society” (Kozol) pg. 252; 

                        exercises pgs. 259-261; Grammar: Commas (time permitting)

Homework due: Write an essay response using Question 2 (Writing Workshop)  pg. 261

Thurs Apr 16   In-class: Discuss Things Fall Apart

Homework due: Read Things Fall Apart, pages TBA

week 5

Mon Apr 20    In-class: Discuss Cause and Effect
                       Homework due: Work on Cause/Effect report/essay
Tues Apr 21
In-class: Discuss Things Fall Apart, reading quiz (Achebe)

Homework due: Read Things Fall Apart, pages TBA

Wed Apr 22
In-class: class reading “Why Boys Don’t Play with Dolls” (Pollitt) pg. 361 


Homework due: Things Fall Apart, pages TBA

Thurs Apr 23
In-class: Discuss Achebe reading 

Homework: Read Achebe, pages TBA and Chapter 11 (Comparison and Contrast) pgs. 387-406 and write a plan for your Cause/Effect Essay

Week  6

Mon. Apr 27    In class: workshop for Comparison/Contrast essay, grammar points



Homework due: Read Things Fall Apart, pages TBA
Tues. Apr 28
reading quiz (Achebe), revise essays

                        Homework due: Read Achebe

Wed. Apr 29
 In class: discuss Achebe and essays

                         Homework due: Read Achebe, develop essay

Thurs. Apr 30   In class: Discuss Achebe, argument

                        Homework due: Comparison/Contrast essay due

week 7

Mon. May 4
 In class: discuss Argument essay

                         Homework due: argument essay topic idea

Tues. May 5    In class: Reading quiz

                        Homework due: Read Achebe, Argument essay proposal 

Wed. May 6
 In class: thesis statements, Argument essay Q & A

                         Homework due: Argument essay thesis statement

Thurs. May 7
In class: Work on argument essay drafts

                        Homework: complete essay drafts

week 8

Mon. May 11
In class: Argument rough drafts due (Workshop)

Homework due: review grammar

Tues. May 12
In class: grammar quiz

                        Homework due: work on Argument essay final drafts

Wed. May 13
In class: conferences

                        Homework: complete argument draft

Thurs May 14 
In class: conferences

                         Homework: complete argument draft

week 9/EXAM WEEK

Mon. May 18      In class: Review

                          Homework: revise and bring questions

Tues. May 19     Argument essay final draft due
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