SYLLABUS – SPRING 2009

Reedley College

COURSE:


ESL 266W – Academic Grammar and Writing 
SECTION:


54051
UNITS:


4 UNITS (repeatable once for credit)

	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	

	11-11:50

POR-3
	11-11:50

LAL-1
	11-11:50

POR-3
	11-11:50

POR-3
	


IMPORTANT DATES AND HOLIDAYS
Jan. 19 (M) 

Martin Luther King, Jr. holiday
Jan. 25 (SU)

Last day to drop a full-term class for a refund
Feb. 13 (F) 

Lincoln holiday observed

Feb. 16 (M) 

Washington holiday

Mar.13 (F) 
Last day to drop a Spring full-term class (letter grades assigned after this date)

Apr. 6-10 (M-F) 
Spring Recess (classes
May 18-22 (M-F) 
Final Exams week: 
INSTRUCTOR: 
Rosemary Jones




Email:  rosemary_jones6454@sbcglobal.net

TEXTS AND MATERIALS: 
	Required:  
	Engaging Writing. Mary Fitzpatrick (ISBN: 0131408895)

	Required:  
	Eye on Editing 2. Joyce S. Cain (ISBN: 0201621347)

	Required:  
	Notebook, binder, or some other form of organization for daily writing and notes

	Required:  
	81/2”x11” lined writing paper, (loose leaf, not bound) and a composition notebook for journal

	Required:  
	Pen and pencil

	Recommended:
	A good English/English dictionary such as the Longman Dictionary of American English

	Required:
	USB Flash Memory (at least 512 MB)


COURSE DESCRIPTION:  A writing course for ESL students completing language training or nearing proficiency but needing to develop academic composition skills before taking college level courses. Prepares students for English 125 or English 252.
SUBJECT PREREQUISITES:  ESL 262 and /or appropriate multiple-measure placement by a counselor, which includes score on approved ESL test such as the CELSA.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:  In the process of completing this course, students will:
· Write essays with discernable structure (beginning/middle/end).

· Write essays on assigned topics using basic rhetorical styles.

· Write summaries and reactions.
· Use cohesive devices within and between paragraphs.

· Practice peer-editing of writing assignments before final editing.

· Adhere to standard English use of prepositions, spelling, punctuation, capitalization and syntax.

· Self-monitor for false cognates.

· Follow accepted English writing conventions.
COURSE OUTCOMES:  Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:
· Write an essay with a discernable structure and clear style.

· Respond to a prompt with minimal dependence on instructor.

· Revise and edit own academic writing with little or no help.

· Recognize and correct ESL errors such syntax, false cognates and prepositions.

CHAPTER/EDITING QUIZZES:  The date quizzes will be announced in advance.  If you are absent on the day of an exam or quiz, you will receive a zero score. You will not be allowed to take the exam on a later day unless you have made arrangements with the instructor before the exam.  Some exams and quizzes may be given online.  
Timed-impromptu Writing in Class:  Weekly, we will have a timed, 30-munite writing exercise on a given topic.  I will give you the topic, and you will write a 1-3 paragraph essay on it.
Final Project:  One World Project:

One world project is a brochure/magazine/newspaper you will create that is compilation of your home country, local and world news happenings.  You will choose a topic each week and write about it for your brochure/magazine/newspaper.  You will choose ten topics from the list of fifteen topics below.  Each article must have key vocabulary words glossed at the end.  You can design a cover with graphics or simply put text.  Next, put a table of contents.  The first article is ‘about the author’ where you will briefly describe yourself.  At the end of the semester you will present your magazine/newspaper to the class and turn it in for a final grade.  Each student from the same country must choose different topics to write about.  In other words, don’t just copy from your classmates his/her topics.

This project weighs 25% of your final grade, so it is important.  You will utilize editing and writing skills you have learned from this class to create this project.

Topics:

· Politics (Government, campaigns, elections, etc.)

· Economy (jobs, market, etc.)

· Health (exercise, diet, cures, herbal medicine, etc.)

· Technology (electronics, internet, media, etc.)

· Entertainment (music, television, movies, museums, opera, ballet, etc.)

· Local (a review of local restaurants, events, clubs on campus, etc.)

· Weather (choose a day and report the weather in cities around the world)

· Advice column (see ‘Dear Abby’ for an example)

· Sports (explain a sport, give match results, make prediction about a league, etc.)

· Celebration (research and describe a celebrated holiday)

· This Day in History (research what happened in history on the day you write an article)

· “Did you know?” (write about random/obscure facts which your classmates haven’t heard of)

· Comedy (create some comic stories)

· Religion (write a page about a less-known religion)

· Horoscope (create a horoscope for the different zodiac signs)

GRADING:
This is a credit / no credit course.  Final grades will be calculated as follows: 

Credit (CR) >70%

No Credit (NC)<70%

	Categories                                                             
	Weight

	Multiple-draft writing responses to reading
	20%

	Journal entries 2/week
	15%

	Chapter quizzes/editing quizzes
	20%

	Timed impromptu writing (in class)
	20%

	Final project (brochure/magazine/newspaper)
	25%

	
	


90-100

A

80-89

B

700-79

C

60-69

D

Below 59
F

CLASS PARICIPATION:  Your active participation in class is important for not only you but also your classmates. Make it your priority to be in class every day. You are expected to come to class on time with your homework complete, and actively engage in classroom activities such as group discussions and pair practice. If you miss class, you are still responsible for the homework and activities that went on in your absence. Contact a classmate or your teacher for assignments so you can be prepared for the next class.
CANCELLED CLASS:   In the event that class must be cancelled unexpectedly, an official yellow form will be placed on the classroom door by the Dean’s Office.

ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

If you have a verified need for academic accommodations or materials in alternative media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
OTHER POLICIES: 

· Children are not allowed in class. Adult visitors are allowed with permission of the instructor. Please make arrangements in advance.
· Please do not use cell phones during class time. Set your phone so it does not ring. Do not answer your phone or make calls during class. 

· A student will receive no credit for an assignment or exam if in the opinion of the instructor the student has cheated or plagiarized. 

