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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is an oral skills course for low-intermediate ESL students. It is designed to develop communication skills in listening, speaking, and pronunciation. The goal is to prepare for ESL 265 level courses. This class may be taken along with ESL 264.

Basic Skills Advisories: Completed ESL 261I, 261LS or appropriate test placement for 264LS.

Subject Prerequisite: ESL 261 or equivalent

REQUIRED TEXT: Joan Saslow, Allen Ascher, Top Notch Pearson Longman, 2006.

REQUIRED NOTES: A journal for Dictation and audio or in class listening exercises.

ATTENDANCE: You are expected to attend all class meetings. This is necessary for your own personal progress. In addition, you are expected to be on time, and be in class the ENTIRE class session. If you are going to be absent, you need to call me, and explain your absence in ENGLISH ONLY. Please note that this does not excuse you from being absent. IF YOU LEAVE CLASS BEFORE THE END OF CLASS, YOU WILL BE COUNTED AS BEING ABSENT! Three (3) absences may result in being dropped from the class. If you decide to drop the class, it is your responsibility to make the drop official in the Administration and Records office or else possibly receive a grade of NC (no credit).
Behavioral Standards: Your classmates and I would appreciate that the students in this class take care of things like using the restroom, getting a drink, sharpening a pencil, etc., be done before class begins. Please turn off your phone when class begins. Please respect the students and myself in this class by respecting other persons views, raising your hand to be recognized, and actively participating in classroom discussions.
NOTE: The last day to drop a class is Friday, March 13.
TARDIES: You are expected to be on time. It is unfair and rude, not to mention distracting the learning in the class when someone is late. If you are not present when roll call is taken, you will be counted as absent.

HOMEWORK: Some homework will be collected. I will give credit based on completeness, neatness, and effort. Please write on one side of a standard sized 8.5”x11” (pleaseeeeee….. no spiral paper). The assignment should be stapled in the upper left-hand corner, and the pages in order. Your homework should be written in ink. Please write your class name, your name, homework (chapter, section, and questions) and date on each homework assignment. On graded homework, workbook exercises and copy and go activities, will be graded for credit. I will also do homework checks weekly.  If you miss NO LATE HOMEWORK WILL BE ACCEPTED! Please remember that being absent the day a homework assignment is collected does not allow you to turn it in late. In order to improve your English, you need to do the homework, and on time.
MAKEUP ASSIGNMENTS: Please see me for available homework assignments for each chapter. This make up is worth four (four) points and can be used to help makeup missed assignments, increase low homework grades, or as extra credit homework points.

TESTS: There are no makeup exams for missed tests. NO EXCEPTIONS!

FINAL EXAMS: A comprehensive final exam worth 1 test will be given at the end of the semester during finals week. You are required to take the final exam, however your final exam will replace your lowest test score. Since your class meets at 8:00, your final exam is on Thursday, May 21st, at 8:00.
Since this is a listening/speaking class, participation is crucial and required. You may not start the homework during class. You may not study for another class or read a book during class. 

Grading: 

· Homework: All of your homework scores will be added and divided by the total possible points for the semester. This number is then multiplied by to give a score between o and 100. 

· Tests: All of your test percentages will be averaged. This will give you a score between 0 and 100.

	CATEGORIES
	WEIGHT

	Oral Presentations
	30%

	Homework
	25%

	Exams
	20%

	Lab/Computer instruction
	25%


WHERE TO FIND YOUR GRADE:
· Occasionally your grade will be emailed to you.
· Available at http://sc.webgrade.classmanager.com/ReedleyCollege/  Your class will be identified by schedule number.
· You can also find it at www.reedleycollege.edu. Click on Academic Programs. Under other click on Micrograde and Webgrade. Enter your Reedley College Student ID number and password.

Cancelled Class: In the event that a class is cancelled unexpectedly, an official yellow form will be placed on the classroom door by the Dean’s Office. When you arrive to class, you are responsible to read the notice for any special assignments or instructions. In addition, you need to sign the form. This is how attendance will be taken.
SPECIAL NEEDS REQUESTS: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braile, large print, electronic text, etc.) as stated by the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Academic Dishonesty:  Students at Reedley college are entitled to the best education that the college can make available to them and they, their instructors, and their fellow classmates share the responsibility to make sure that this education is obtained honestly. Cheating, plagiarism, and collusion in dishonest activities steal the integrity of the college, every student is expect to provide an entirely effort in all academic endeavors. Academic dishonesty in any form is a very serious offense and will cause serious consequences.
Cheating: is defined as the act or attempted act of taking an examination or performing an assigned, evaluated task in a fraudulent or deceptive manner, such as having improper access to answers, in an attempt to gain an unearned academic advantage. Cheating may include, but is not limited to, copying from another’s work, supplying ones work to another, giving or receiving copies of examinations without an instructor’s permission, using or displaying notes or devices inappropriate to the conditions of the examinations, allowing someone other than the officially enrolled student to represent the student or failing to disclose research results completely.

Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating: the use of another’s words or ideas without identifying them as someone else’s words or giving credit to the source. Plagiarism may include, but is not limited to, failing to provide complete citations and references for all work that draws on the ideas, words, or work of others, failing to identify the contributors to work done in collaboration, submitting duplicate work to be evaluated in different courses without the knowledge and consent of the instructors involved, or failing to observe computer security systems and software copyrights.

Cases of cheating and plagiarism may result in any of  a variety of sanctions and penalties, which may range from a failing grade on a specific examination, paper project or assignment in question to a failing grae in the course, at the discretion of the instructor and depending on the severity and frequency of the incidents.

Course Objectives:
During the course, you will:

A) Listen to a variety of oral passages on social and professional topics and identify and state the main points and major supporting details with visual or other realistic support.\

B) Record in writing what is heard with increasing accuracy.

C) Practice speaking and receive feedback on topics common to familiar situations.

D) Ask questions make predictions, and express opinions related to familiar situations.
E) Practice and receive feedback on pronunciation of basic vocabulary.

F) Become aware of, practice and receive feedback on basic intonation patterns and their use.

G) Be prompted to monitor and self-correct errors in spoken  English.

Course Outcomes:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to 

A) identify select and extract information from normal speech with reasonable accurace

B) prepare and orally present on everyday social and professional topics.

C) Pronounce new words with consistent, correct stress patterns (with dictionary support).

D) Converse on familiar topics using effective communication strategies.
E) Speak clearly enough to be understood in most familiar situatins.

Course Content Outline:

A. Listening

1. authentic listening practice using audio and video recordings spoken at a normal rate of speech

2. focus on various levels listening comprehension (global, discrete listening, grammatical structures, tone, ets.)

3. dictation

B. Speaking

1. speaking tasks organized around thematic units on various everyday social 

2. and professional topics

3. oral presentations, including poster talks, demonstrations, role plays and reports

4. interactive questioning and discussion practice on lecture topics and oral presentations

C. Pronunciation

1. familiarization with phonetic alphabet(s) for dictionary use

2. word endings, reductions and linking

3. new vocabulary (stress, vowel and consonant combinations)

4. difficult sounds, minimal pairs, stress and intonation using software in computer lab

Important Dates

January 12 

Class Begins
January 19

Martin Luther King Jr. holiday (no classes held, campus closed)

February 13                 Lincoln’s holiday observed (no classes, held, campus closed)

February 16                 Washington holiday (no classes held, campus closed)
April 6-10
Spring Recess

March 13
Last day to drop spring classes

May 18-22
(final week) last regular class before finals is Monday May 18th
May 20
Final Exam Wednesday May 20th
Be sure to be in class for the final. It is a presentation, and your classmates will depend on you.
Course Schedule

	Week
	Unit 
	Topic
	Pages
	Place a check when completed

	1-2
	1
	Getting Acquainted
	1-15
	

	3-4
	2
	Going Out
	16-27
	

	5-6
	3
	Talking About Families
	28-39
	

	7-8
	4
	Coping With Technology
	40-51
	

	9-10
	5
	Eating In, Eating Out
	52-63
	

	11-12
	6
	Staying in Shape
	64-75
	

	13-14
	7
	Finding Something to Wear
	76-89
	

	15-16
	1-7 Review
	Review
	86-97
	

	17-18
	8
	Greet Someone Arriving from a Trip
	90-99
	


