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Syllabus – Spring 2009
Course:
ESL 260LS – Introduction to Oral Skills (54033)

This course is part of the ¡SÍ, SE PUEDE! learning community, two classes linked through a common theme or purpose.  As part of this class, all students are also enrolled in Counseling 264 (First Year College Orientation, #50344) offered T/Th 9:00 – 9:50 in SOC30 by Patricia Ramirez.
Time/ Location:
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday

	ESL 260LS 

8:00-8:50

LAL 1
	ESL 260LS 

8:00-8:50

CCI 206
	ESL 260LS 

8:00-8:50

LAL 1
	ESL 260LS 

8:00-8:50

CCI 206
	ESL 260LS 

8:00-8:50

POR 1


Units:
4 

Important Dates:
Holidays (No Classes): 1/19, 2/13, 2/16, 4/6 – 4/10

Deadline to drop the class to avoid a “W” (withdrawal): 1/30

Deadline to drop the class to avoid a CR/NC grade: 3/13

Final Exam: Wednesday, May 20, 2009, 8:00 – 9:50, LAL 1
Instructor:
David Nippoldt


Office: FEM 4C


Office Hours: Monday 11:00 – 12:00, Tuesday 10:00 – 12:00

Phone: 638-3641 x3100


Email: David.Nippoldt@ReedleyCollege.edu

Materials:
1.   Required:   Top Notch Fundamentals 

2.   Optional:    Oxford University Press Picture Dictionary (English/Spanish) 

3. A good dictionary (Your instructor will help you with this.)

4. Lined paper (non-perforated), pen, and pencil

Description:  An oral skills course for beginning ESL students.  Designed to develop communication skills in listening, speaking, and pronunciation.  Prepares students for ESL 261 level courses.  May be taken concurrently with ESL 260.

Prerequisites:  Use of language other than English as primary language.  Appropriate multiple-measure placement by a counselor, which includes score on approved ESL placement test such as the CELSA and/or counselor/instructor recommendation.
Class Objectives: 
Students will: 
A.  
listen multiple times to controlled basic verbal messages that are commonly heard in the workplace, classroom, or interpersonal communication settings and identify main idea and supporting detail with context-rich cues for support.

B.  
manipulate basic language structures and vocabulary in meaningful communicative language contexts by identifying, matching, substituting, classifying, and performing other word association tasks.

C.  
practice speaking and receiving feedback in context-rich, everyday communication situations using function words and high frequency content words.

D.
practice and receive feedback on pronunciation of basic English vocabulary.

E.
become aware of, practice and receive feedback on consonant, vowel, and basic

intonation patterns and their use.
F.
be prompted to monitor and self-correct errors in spoken English.

Course Content:  

A.
Listening


1.
Adapted listening practice using audio and video recordings of basic functional language for communication in workplace, classroom, and interpersonal communication contexts


2.
Focus on various aspects of listening comprehension (global, discrete listening, grammatical structures, tone, etc.)


3.
Dictation practice of words, phrases, and simple sentences


4.
Demonstration of comprehension (acting, appropriate verbal or kinesthetic response, following directions, etc.)

 

B.
Speaking


1.
Speaking tasks organized around thematic units on everyday social topics, including numbers, the calendar, housing, personal information, health, relationships, occupations, parts of the body, food, location, everyday activities, community, and leisure


2.
Controlled and guided dialogue practice involving asking for information, making requests, asking for clarification, answering questions, describing, explaining, and reporting a problem


3.
Practice conducting surveys, interviews, discussions, and role plays using basic structures

 

C.
Pronunciation


1.
Introduction to alphabet and sound/symbol relationships


2.
Vowel and consonant sounds, syllable stress, thought groups and basic sentence intonation patterns


3.
Word endings, reductions and linking of function words and high frequency, basic vocabulary in everyday colloquial expressions


4.
Difficult sounds, minimal pairs, and stress and intonation using software in computer lab

 

Learning Community Objectives:   In this learning community, students will participate in the following activities:
Campus Familiarization

· ask questions about key aspects of student services on campus

· listen to basic information about student services on campus

· report on student services on campus

Student Surveys

· survey students on campus on topics of interest to class

· assemble results and make generalizations about RC students

Field Trip/Campus Activity

· interact with native speakers of English in an authentic,  informal social setting
 
Homework:  Classroom and lab assignments are due at the beginning of the class period on the date due unless stated otherwise.  Some assignments will be turned in via email or online. Unless other arrangements are made, no credit will be given for homework handed in late. Extra work or makeup work will not affect your grade.

Exams and Quizzes:  The date for exams and quizzes will be announced in advance.  If you are absent on the day of an exam or quiz, you will receive a zero score.  You will not be allowed to take the exam on a later day unless you have made arrangements with the instructor before the exam. Some exams and quizzes may be given online.

Grading:  This is a credit / no credit course.  Final grades will be calculated as follows: 

Credit (CR) >70%; 

No Credit (NC)<70%

	Categories                                                             
	Weight

	Oral Presentations/ Oral Progress Checks
	30%

	Homework 
	30%

	Exams/Quizzes 
	30%

	Comprehensive Final Exam
	10%


 Class Participation: Your active participation in class is important for not only you but also your classmates.  Make it your priority to be in class everyday. You are expected to come to class on time with your homework complete, and actively engage in classroom activities such as group discussions and pair practice. If you miss class, you are still responsible for the homework and activities that went on in your absence. Contact a classmate or your teacher for assignments so you can be prepared for the next class.

Canceled Class: In the event that class must be canceled unexpectedly, an official yellow form will be placed on the classroom door by the Deans Office. When you arrive to class, you are responsible to read the notice for any special assignments or instructions. 
Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible. 
Other Policies: 
· Children are not allowed in class. Adult visitors are allowed with permission of the instructor. Please make arrangements in advance.
· Please do not use cell phones during class time. Set your phone so it does not ring. Do not answer your phone or make calls during class. 

· A student will receive no credit for an assignment if in the opinion of the instructor the student has cheated or plagiarized.

Course Schedule:
	Week
	Unit
	Topic
	Pages

	1 – 2
	1
	· Names & Occupations
	Pages 4 – 11

	3 – 4
	1
	· Names & Occupations
	Pages 4 – 11

	5 – 6
	2
	· Relationships
· Learning Community Activity #1
	Pages 12 – 19


	7 – 8
	3
	· Directions & Transportation
	Pages 20 – 27

	9 – 10
	4
	· People
	Pages 28 – 35

	11 – 12
	5
	· Events & Times
· Learning Community Activity #2
	Pages 36 – 43


	13 – 14
	6
	· Clothes
	Pages 44 – 51

	15 – 16
	7
	· Home & Work
· Learning Community Activity #3
	Pages 52 – 59


	17
	1-7 Review
	· Review
	Pages  60 – 67

	18
	Comprehensive Final Exam: 

Wednesday, May 20, 2009, 8:00 – 9:50, LAL 1


Names and Contact Information for Classmates:

Name






Telephone Number

___________________________

________________________________

___________________________

________________________________

___________________________

________________________________
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