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A. Hill FALL09


Reedley College

	COURSE NAME: Speech 2, Interpersonal Communication

Syllabus

Fall 2009

Speech Communication




Instructor:  Angela K. Hill, M.A.

E-Mail: anghill@bakersfieldcollege.edu
Class Times: W 6:00 PM – 8:50 PM

Required Materials: 

· Textbook: Adler, R. B., Rosenfled, L. B., & Proctor II, R. F. (2010). Interplay (11th ed.). New York, NY: Oxford University Press.

· Two scantron forms: 882 -E 

· Suggested Materials: APA or MLA style manual

Course Description:  

Effective interpersonal communication requires an understanding of how people interact with each other.  This course will cover the principles and processes of interpersonal communication, including self-concept, social attraction, stages of relational development, types of relationships, nonverbal communication, conflict resolution, and improving communication just to name a few.  We will discuss the attitudes and skills necessary for effective dyadic communication and critically evaluate the intricacies of interpersonal relationships and the communication issues surrounding human interaction in various contexts.

Course Objective:

1. Demonstrate an ability to work effectively with other students in the completion of 

specific projects.

2. Explore at least one area of interpersonal communication in depth.

3. Evaluate various communication situations for effectiveness.

4. Evaluate their own communication patterns.

5. Read and discuss summaries of the research related to interpersonal communication effectiveness. 

6. Develop and present public oral presentations on a topic related to the field of interpersonal communication. 

Student Learning Outcomes: 

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Discuss how messages are transmitted from one person to another, how those messages can be distorted and how to reduce that distortion.

2. Identify and apply principles of effective communication.

3. Resolve interpersonal conflicts in non-destructive ways.

4. Articulate a personal sense of ethics concerning communication.

5. Listen to others effectively, attending to both factual and emotional information while providing appropriate feedback.

6. Monitor their own communication and adapt to different communication situations.

7. Communicate effectively within the context of various relationships including family, marriage, friendship and work relationships.

8. Develop and present oral presentations in front of others while confronting personal social anxiety.

Course Policies
Attendance Policy:  Since the success of this course depends on student interaction with one another on a regular basis and classroom performance, regular attendance is required.  Upon a student’s SECOND absence during the first 9 weeks of class (50% of class), they will be dropped from the class. Roll will be taken once during class. There are no excused absences, your one free absence is given to your for an emergency that may arise during the semester. Class time is important and should be considered a job; do NOT schedule doctor or other types of appointments during class time. Students are responsible for securing any assignments or materials distributed they may have missed and are still subjected to all due dates.

Also, being late to class and frequently leaving early is unacceptable, rude, and disrupts the flow of learning for other students. Four tardies or early departures will count as one absence. 

 Late Assignments: ALL late assignments will be lowered a letter grade PER CLASS SESSION. ALL late presentations will be lowered two letter grades and make-up presentations are only allowed at the instructor’s discretion.  As noted, if a student is absent from class, it is their responsibility to ensure that any assignments are turned in on time.  Assignments are considered late if turned in AFTER the class session is over. No emailed assignments will be accepted!

Courteous Behavior: Students are asked to turn all cell phones and computers off while class is in session.  If a student is caught texting, they will lose participation points and may be asked to leave class.   Consistently arriving late or leaving early is also disruptive and can result in a loss of participation points.  Out of politeness, students are also asked to serve as attentive audience members– therefore you are asked not to read, sleep, do homework, or talk to your neighbor while others are presenting or the class is having a discussion.  If you must leave class early, please tell the instructor at the beginning of class and leave between presentations to avoid participation point reductions.  The exploration of controversial ideas is an essential component of this class. Students who do not behave in a respectful manner will be asked to drop the class.

Changes to Syllabus: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to this syllabus and to the class calendar if extenuating circumstances arise.  This right extends to assignments, evaluations, and all other aspects of the course.  Denying that you have heard an oral assignment change or evaluation process change is not a basis for appealing the information contained in this syllabus.

Student Rights:  So that students are fully aware of their rights and responsibilities, they are encouraged to become familiar with the “campus policies” section of the schedule of the Schedule of Courses.  This material includes information regarding cheating and plagiarism, disruptive classroom behavior, and other instructional issues.  Students with disabilities should identify themselves so that appropriate accommodations can be made. 

Appearance: Dress appropriately for presentations.  Parts of this course are business-oriented and you are your own best visual aid!  Business casual attire is expected on the day of your presentation. Shorts, baseball hats, flip flops, sweatshirts, and revealing clothing decrease speaker credibility.  Your audience will pay more attention, perceive you to be more prepared, and take you more seriously if you are dressed to impress. You may wear jeans, but you need to dress them up!

The Bottom Line: Your grade in this class will depend a lot on your ability to follow directions, and your ability to be responsible.  If you can do these two things, it will be difficult to fail the course.  I don’t give grades - you earn grades.  I believe that we all make choices.  Some of the choices you make this semester will largely determine your success in this class.  Don’t confuse the casual atmosphere of the class as an invitation to be a slacker.   
Assignments and Point Breakdown

        Midterm

                                  50

        Final


                      50

        Reading Quizzes 

          50 (10 @ 5 pts each)

        Dyad Interview/Presentation:         (40 total)




Individual

           20



Dyad


           20

        Cultural Issue Presentation
   (130 total)



Concept Request
          10



Presentation

          100



Outline


          20

        Book Application Assignment:      (190 total)



Book Request

          10




Paper


          50



Presentation

          100



Outline


          30

        Movie Analysis:


    (220 total)



Movie Request
          10

 

Individual                             100


 
Group


           50



Outline

                       30



Peer Points

           30

        Class Participation

           50

Grading

The following numerical guidelines will be used in the assignment of final grades.  This class is based on points and your final grade will be based on the following denominations.  This class does not consider percentages when evaluating final grades.

780-702 = A

701-624 = B

623-546 = C

545- 468 = D

467-   0   = F

Assignment Descriptions

Midterm and Final Exam: The midterm and final exam will be 50 questions for 50 possible points.  They will be in class, no notes, and multiple choice and true & false questions.  You will be required to bring a number 2 pencil and Scantron form 882-E (long green one with 50 questions on each side)

***Please be advised, there are NO make up exams or quizzes! If a student misses an exam the grade is a zero. Giving make up exams delays passing back grades to other students and makes the instructor spend extra time creating a different exam.  Therefore, if you know you have a schedule conflict the day of an exam – talk to me before test day.  (The instructor reserves the right to make exceptions if there are serious extenuating circumstances.).

Reading Quizzes: Reading quizzes will be given at the beginning of class each day we discuss a chapter from the text.  Reading quizzes are five questions, multiple choice, and you do NOT need a scantron.  There are NO make-ups for reading quizzes! Even if you make it to class, but are twenty minutes late and have completely missed the reading quiz, you will not be allowed to make it up!

Participation: Your participation is essential to your own learning and the learning of your peers.  There will be many class exercises and failure to engage in them will result in a loss of participation points.  You will also be given class participation points based on the level of verbal engagement of class material as well as attitude towards class discussion.  Points will be taken away for those students who do not fully participate in classroom activities or act appropriately in class.  Examples include using racist or sexist language, directing any degrading or derogatory statements towards your fellow classmates and/or your instructor, texting, sleeping, talking while others are talking, doing homework for another class during class hours, and leaving early or arriving late.  Everyone starts off with 50 points and only loses points throughout the semester for bad conduct.

Speech Days: In this class, we will learn many concepts, one of which is good listening skills.  During speech rounds, it will be imperative you display these skills to be a considerate and supportive audience for those speaking, and for your grade.  Public speaking is intimidating for many individuals and having people interrupt their speech by coming in late, walking in during their speech, or talking or texting during their speech is really distracting and can hurt their feelings. Be a considerate and mature audience. DON’T walk in late during a speech, DON’T text, answer a phone call or have your cell phone on, and DON’T do other work, play on the computer, or talk during speeches.  Doing any of these behaviors will result in a loss of participation points and a possible reduction of your own speech grade depending on the severity of the offense. All desks need to be cleared off at the beginning of class during speech rounds.

Dyad Interview: Students will be partnered up and will interview one classmate whom they will then introduce to the class in a dyad speech.  Each person will introduce his or her partner to the class. Points will be awarded based on content as an individual, a dyad, and on the questionnaire turned in.  Time limit: 2-4 minutes.

Cultural Issue Presentation:  Students will be given the chance to pick an article from a stack brought to class discussing an interpersonal issue, many of which are culturally based.  Students will be required to research the main topic discussed in the article and the present a speech discussing the issue of the article.  Students will be responsible for relating the content of the article to interpersonal communication.  A concept request form and an outline will accompany this assignment. 

Book Application Assignment: During the course of the semester, each of you will develop an in depth understanding of at least one area of interpersonal communication.  To accomplish this, you should select and carefully read an in depth book (usually a paperback, not a text book) that is related to your area of interest.  The entire book must be read, not skimmed.  The instructor will approve the book.  You will be writing a 3 page book report, with a half page to full page proposal.  You will be discussing who is the target audience, what did you learn, how does it apply to interpersonal communication, how does the book relate to your life, and would you recommend the book to a friend? You will then give an overview of your report to the class in speech format with formal outline. Time limit: 6-8 minutes. More information to follow.

Final Movie Project and Presentation: The final project for this class will consist of a group presentation analyzing interpersonal communication concepts between two or more characters in a movie.  Each group member should include at least three credible scholarly sources to support the main points and one source can be the textbook.  The remaining sources may come from research articles or popular magazines.  The speech outline should be in APA or MLA format (12pt font, double spaced, TNR, 1 inch margins, and stapled in top left had corner).  Each student will present their analysis or a concept to the class and offer suggestions to improve the communication between the characters based on the concepts learned in class.  The group should show a clip from the movie that highlights one, a few, or all of the concepts discussed.  Each group member’s time limit is between 5-8 minutes with the entire group staying within a 30-40 minute time limit, including video clip.  More information to follow.

Daily Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Reading
	Assignments/ Reading 

	W 1

8/19
	Course Introduction

Defining Communication:

Why is Interpersonal Communication Important?
	
	Get Acquainted Exercise 

Assign Dyad Interview & pair students



	W 2

8/26
	Dyad Interviews Due – All Dyads


	Chapter 1
	Assign Book Application Assignment

Assign Cultural Issue Speech


	W 3

9/2
	Culture and Communication

Communicating and the Self
	Chapters 2 & 3
	Reading Quizzes Chapters 2 & 3

Assign Speaking Groups

	W 4

9/9
	Public Speaking Basics

Language
	Chapter 5
	Reading Quiz Chapter 5



	W 5

9/16
	Perceiving Others

Nonverbal Communication
	Chapters 4 & 6
	Reading Quizzes Chapters 4 & 6

Book Request Form DUE for Book Report

	W 6

9/23
	Cultural Issue Speeches


	
	Speaking Groups A, B, & C



	W 7

9/30
	Midterm

Cultural Issue Speeches
	Chapters   1-6
	Bring Scantron 882-E and #2 Pencil

Speaking Groups D & E



	W 8

10/7
	Listening: Understanding and Supporting Others

Communication Climate
	Chapters 7 & 10
	Reading Quizzes Chapters 7 & 10
Assign Gottman Article

Discuss Movie Analysis Presentation

Fill in Movie Viewing Form



	W 9

10/14
	Emotions

The Four Horseman


	Gottman Article

Chapter 8
	Reading Quiz Chapter 8 

Last Day to Drop Class

Assign Groups & Movies

Assign Love Styles Article



	W 10

10/21
	Dynamics of Interpersonal Relationships

Love Styles
	Love Styles Article

Chapter 9
	Reading Quiz Chapter 9



	W 11

10/28
	Book Report Speeches 
	
	ALL Book Reports DUE 

Speaking Groups D & E

	W 12

11/4
	Book Report Speeches Cont.
	
	Speaking Groups A, B, & C



	W 13

11/11


	Veteran’s Day
	
	Holiday – No Class

	W 14

11/18


	Managing Conflict

Communication in Families and  at Work
	Chapters 11 & 12
	Reading Quiz Chapter 11

Conflict Style Questionnaire

	W 15

11/25
	No Class – Prepare for Holiday
	
	

	W 16

12/2
	Movie Analysis Presentations
	
	Speaking Groups A, B, & C

	W 17

12/9
	Movie Analysis Presentations
	
	Speaking Groups D, E

	W 18

7-29
	Final Exam
	Chapters 7-12
	Scantron form 882-E and #2 pencil




Total Points Possible:  780








*The instructor reserves the right to increase points for students who are on the margin; this will be done on the basis of attitude and participation throughout the semester and is solely at the discretion of the instructor.








