Sociology 1A: Introduction to Sociology



                    Fall 2009   
Instructor: James Avalos

Office Hours:  Upon Arrangement

Phone:  (818) 476-6318
E-mail:  james.avalos@reedleycollege.edu or javalos@ucla.edu 
Lecture: W 6:00-9:20 pm; SHS #804
I. COURSE DESCRIPTION

     A.
Title:  Sociology 1A- Introduction to Sociology

     B.
Prerequisite: None


Basic Skills Advisories:  Eligibility for English 125 & 126

     C.
Summary:  Sociology 1A is an introductory course that introduces the principles and theoretical perspectives of sociology and their application to everyday social life.  Classroom participation will consist of discussions about sociological findings. Major topics include marriage and family, race and ethnicity, culture, socialization, deviance, gender, sexuality, education, etc.  This is a 3 unit class with approximately 3 hours of lecture each week during the semester.
     D.
Objectives:  Sociology 1A is structured to provide students with applicable knowledge about basic concepts from sociology.  It promotes the understanding of society and how it works.  The class is designed to promote discussions and to provide students with the opportunity to apply concepts presented in the classroom.  A major goal is to have students understand and recognize the basic principles underlying human social behavior.  
II. COURSE OBJECTIVES:

In the process of completing this course, students will:

A.
Evaluate sociological findings using the concepts, theories and methods developed by sociologists from their study of society.

B.
Explain social behavior from the macro-level and micro-level perspectives.  

C.
Identify the major social institutions of modern society and evaluate their effectiveness in meeting the collective needs of people.

D.
Demonstrate comprehension of the need for cultural relativism in a multicultural society.

E.
Recognize the different methods of collecting research and the advantages and disadvantages of each.

F.
Identify and describe norms and values of American culture.

G.
Display knowledge of the influence of socialization on individual behavior.

H.
Identify and describe the different types of groups and their influence on individual behavior.  

I.
Explain the relativity of deviance, and its relation to crime.

J.
Recognize inequalities based on race and ethnicity.

K.
Recognize inequalities based on sex and gender.
III. COURSE OUTCOMES:

Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:

A.
Utilize sociological theories and research to study social problems in society.

B.
Understand and discuss the difference between Functionalism, Conflict, and Symbolic Interaction theories.  

C.
Display knowledge of norms, sanctions, and deviance and their relevance to daily life.

D.
Identify and distinguish between different agents of socialization.

E.
Recognize that individual behavior is affected by social structure.

F.
Demonstrate a deeper understanding of the inequalities that exist in society exist and affect people’s “life chances.”

G.
Critically understand the roles of family, education, and religion, on people’s lives and interactions.

H.
Collect and evaluate data, relate data to theory, and draw conclusions about society. 
IV. REQUIRED TEXT:
Text:  Henslin, J.M. (2006) Essentials of Sociology: A Down-to-Earth Approach. Custom Edition. Allyn and Bacon. 
V.  CLASS CONDUCT

No food, beverage, cellular phones, laptops, side conversations, children in the classroom or profanity. Your first warning will be verbal, the second time you will be asked to leave the class, thus, being counted as absent. In addition, no drug/alcohol use or distribution will be tolerated per Reedley College policy. I am not here to make the class difficult for everyone to fail.  I care about my students and I want you to care about your grade.  Thus, come to class prepared.
VI. ATTENDANCE:

You are expected to be on time for each class session. It is your total responsibility to make sure you are marked present.  If roll is taken twice in one day, leaving early will be considered an absence. You cannot participate if you do not attend class.  

There are NO EXCUSED absences.

If you are late, it is your responsibility to see the instructor after class.  Attendance in this class is closely monitored.

VII. TESTS AND EVALUATIONS:

  A.  Grading 

Description





Points Possible_______

Participation


 



10
_______

4 Pop Quizzes (10 pts. each)




40
_______

8 Journal Writing Assignments (2.5 pts. each) 

20
_______

Term Paper






100
_______



2 Lecture Exams (50 pts. each)



100
_______

Final Exam (comprehensive)




​​ 50___________

Approximate Total Points = 




320
_____
/320
  B. 
Grading scale: 


90-100 % = A

80-89 %   = B

70-79 %   = C

60-69 %   = D

59% and below = F

It is your responsibility to keep track of your grade. On occasion your grade will be emailed to you. 

C.  
Exams will include multiple choice and short essay questions.  Many times these essays will be the main objectives of each chapter. You will need an 882 ES Scantron and a #2 Pencil for these exams. 
  D.      Term Paper. This will be a 4 page (no more and no less) research paper on a selected topic of you choice relating to Sociology. The student is responsible for coming up with a clear and concise topic by 10/7/09. The student must utilize the course text and three (3) other sources to be included this paper. The paper must have at least one of the following: a) another text, b) scholarly journal article, and/or c) an electronic resource to be included in the 3 additional sources. A total of four (4) citations need to be used for this paper. The purpose of this paper is to allow the student to examine and research a topic in Sociology. Each student will also present their research findings to the class for a total of three (3) to five (5) minutes on 11/25/09. The paper will be graded on clarity, grammar, use of appropriate citations, and use of APA formatting. Paper is due on 11/18/09. 
 E. 
Pop Quizzes. The instructor reserves the right to give a pop quiz at any time. The    pop quizzes will consist of questions from the text and lecture. These quizzes are NOT open note. Quizzes may NOT be made up.  
 F.    
Journal Writing. Topics will be given in class.  Always bring a Big Blue Book to class.  Blue books will be due during mid-semester on 10/21/09.  You will not be given credit for writings that are sloppy and incoherent.  Remember quantity and quality both count.  Writings need to be at least one full page in length.

  G. 
The final exam will be comprehensive.  It is best that you stay current with the class material throughout the semester and it will better prepare you for the final exam. The final exam will be on 12/16/09. 
  H.
Make-up exams and late work will not be accepted.  If you are unable to attend class you are still responsible for turning in all assignments on their due dates.  If something unforeseen happens, give your work to a friend to turn in for you and contact me as soon as possible.  If an emergency occurs, get a hold of me as soon as possible, and be prepared to supply written documentation (i.e. hospital admission or discharge paperwork, arrest warrant, minute order, etc.). Waiting until the next class period is TOO LATE.
You are responsible for everything discussed in class.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  I recommend you trade phone numbers with another class member to exchange information.
VIII.   DROP INFORMATION:


Drops:  The last day to drop a course without a “W” is September 4th. You have until October 16th to drop.  If you elect to do so, be sure to drop yourself.  Do not assume you have been automatically dropped.  This is very important, as after October 16th a grade must be give, by state law, whether you attend class or not.

IX.      CLASS CANCELLATIONS: 

If a class is to be canceled, you will be notified by me via email in advance. Furthermore, there will be an official school notice of the cancellation on the door.  
X.  
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY:

Academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.  Work that has not been written by you, but is submitted as your own is plagiarized work. This includes work that has been “edited” by others, papers that are “borrowed,” or research materials that are not accurately cited and included in a bibliography. 
Cheating is the act of deception by which a student misleadingly demonstrates that he/she has mastered information on an academic exercise.  Examples include but are not limited to: 


1.  Copying or allowing another to copy a test, paper or other assignments.

2.  Using unauthorized materials during a test, for example, notes or “cheat sheets.”


3.  Taking a test for someone else or permitting someone to take a test for you.

Plagiarism is the act of representing the work of another as one’s own without 
giving credit.  Plagiarism includes but is not limited to:


1.  Incorporating the ideas or words of another’s work without giving appropriate 
credit.


2.  Representing another’s artistic or scholarly works as one’s own.  


Disciplinary Procedures are outlined in your Reedley College student catalog 
and are summarized as follows when a faculty member discovers a violation:


1.  Conference with student to address allegations


2.  Notification of division dean, report for permanent record of student.      


3.  May give student “F” for the assignment or course. 


4.  If more than one infraction has occurred, the student may go on probation, be 
suspended, or expelled.  An appeal may be made within 15 days of notification.  

XI. ACCOMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or material in alternate media (i.e. Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

XII. HELP:  


If you should have difficulty grasping the material presented during the course, be sure to see your instructor at the first sign of trouble. If you are still having trouble you may want to seek help at the Tutorial Center.  

XIII.     COURSE OUTLINE (Tentative):
	Week
	Topic
	Readings

	Week 1: 9/2/09
	Lecture and Discussion: The Sociological Perspective
	Chapter 1.



	Week 2: 9/9/09
	Lecture and Discussion: Culture
	Chapter 2.



	Week 3: 9/16/09
	Lecture and Discussion: Socialization
	Chapter 3. 



	Week 4: 9/23/09

	Exam 1

Lecture and Discussion: Social Structure and Social Interaction  
	Chapter 4. 


	Week 5: 9/30/09

	Lecture and Discussion: Social Groups and Formal Organizations
	Chapter 5.

	Week 6: 10/7/09

	Deadline for Topic Approval of Research Paper

Lecture and Discussion: Deviance and Social Control
	Chapter 6. 



	Week 7: 10/14/09

	Lecture and Discussion: Social Class in the U.S.
	Chapter 8. 



	Week 8: 10/21/09

	Journals Due!
Lecture and Discussion: Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity
	Chapter 9.



	Week 9: 10/28/09

	Exam 2
Lecture and Discussion: Inequalities of Race and Ethnicity (cont.)
	Chapter 9. 


	Week 10: 11/4/09

	Lecture and Discussion: Gender and Age 
	Chapter 10.


	Week 11: 11/11/09

	No Class
	Veterans Day Holiday Observance

	Week 12: 11/18/09
	Paper Due!

Lecture and Discussion: Gender and Age (cont.)
	Chapter 10.

	Week 13: 11/25/09

	Presentation of Research Paper
Lecture and Discussion: Marriage and Family
	Chapter 12. 


	Week 14: 12/2/09
	Lecture and Discussion: Marriage and Family (cont.)
Education and Religion
	Chapters 12 and 13

	Week 15: 12/9/09
	Lecture and Discussion: Education and Religion
Wrap Up
	Chapter 13 and Study for Final

	Week 16: 12/16/09
	Final Exam
	


Important Dates:

Sept 4 – Last day to register

Sept 4 - Last day to drop to avoid a “W”

Sept 7 – Labor Day

Oct 16 – Last day to drop a full-length class 

Nov 11 – Veterans Day 

Nov 26-27 - Thanksgiving

Dec 14-18 – FINAL EXAMS
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