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Course Description:  This course delves into the study of human language, including its nature, structure, use, history, and acquisition, with the goal of imparting an under-standing of the importance of language in human affairs, including social and cultural functions and an appreciation of its complexity and diversity.  It fulfulls the GE breadth C2 requirement for the CSU system. 
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Required Textbook
٠Relevant Linguistics, 2nd ed., by  

  Paul W. Justice
A copy is on reserve in the library. 

forfor

There is a copy of the textbook on reserve in the library.

Attendance

You may miss up to two weeks’ worth of class periods before October 16.  On the next absence before then, I will drop you.  There is no such thing as an excused absence.  Absent is absent.

Absences and Missed Work
It is your responsibility to turn work in during the same week as an absence on the due date.  You may bring it to class or submit it to the box outside my office.  It’s also your responsibility to promptly schedule make ups for missed tests or quizzes.  You may get missed handouts from another student, from Blackboard, or from me in my office during office hours.  I will not carry handouts from previous days.  
Classroom Use Policies

The college does not allow eating or drinking in class.  I don’t allow it either; this includes candy.  

Special Circumstances

If you require materials in alternate media (e.g., Braille, large print, electronic text) or other accommo-dations per the Americans with disabilities Act or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.    
Some Ground Rules

We are a community of adults.  Please be respectful of the educa-tional process and of your peers in the class.  Please arrive on time and ready to work.  If you must be late, please enter quietly and take your seat.  It is your responsibility not to interact with cell phones, MP3 players, and other electronic distractions in class.  Silence such things before class begins and put them away.  If you must make a call, please quietly step outside to so.  Finally, do not do work for other classes during lecture or in-class activities.  I want you to get the full benefit of your educational experience in this class.   

Academic Integrity
The college and I do not allow cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty.  Work that you have copied will receive a 0.  Work that you let others copy will also receive a 0.
More serious situations will be dealt with more seriously.  
Blackboard
Point Total Sheet is a hard copy of your Blackboard record.  Visit and use the course Blackboard site often to check grades and announcements.  On the school web page, select Blackboard.  Use your student number for both your login ID and your password.  Keep your student number private to avoid identity theft. 

Some Keys to Success
Don’t fall behind!  Organize your time and your study materials well.  Don’t put readings and assign-ments off until the last minute.  Ask questions about difficult material as they come up, and get help when you need it!  
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	Week
	Topic
	Reading/Exam

	1    8/17-8/21
	Intro to course and  linguistics; language universals
	Handouts

	2    8/24-8/28  
	Language and the Brain
	Handouts

	Friday, August 28, is the last day to drop a full-term class for a refund.

	3    8/31-9/4

(Labor Day holiday)
	Consonants
	Ch. 1 pps. 13-19;

Reflective Paper #1 due

	Friday, September 4, is the last day to add a semester-length class or to drop a full-term class to avoid a W. 

 Monday, September 7, is the Labor Day holiday—no school. 

	4    9/7-9/11
	Vowels
	Ch. 1 pps. 20-25; 

	5    9/14-9/18
	Phonetic transcription
	Ch. 1 pps. 31-34; 

	Friday, September 18, is the last day to change to pass/no pass grading

	6    9/21-9/25
	Syllables

Sequencing constraints
	Exam #1; Ch. 2 pps. 66-67; 71-73

	7    9/28-10/2
	Spelling/ pronunciation and foreign accents
	Ch. 2 pps. 42-43; Ch. 3 pps. 53-62; 67-71

	8    10/5-10/9
	Word formation
	Reflective Paper #2 due; Ch. 4 pps. 91-101 

	9    10/12-10/16
	Word formation
	Ch. 4 pps. 103-114; 118-128

	Friday, October 16, is the last day to drop a semester-length class.

	10  10/19-10/23
	Morphology meets phonology
	Exam #2 

Ch. 5 pps. 129-134 

	11   10/26-10/30
	Morphology meets phonology, cont’d.
	Ch. 5 pps. 135-148



	12   11/2-11/6
	Three approaches to grammar/Syntactic categories
	Exam #3; Ch. 1 pps. 6-10; handouts; Ch. 6 pps. 153-169 

	13   11/9-11/13
	Phrase structure
	Handouts

	Wednesday, November 11, is the Veteran’s Day holiday—no class.

	14   11/16-11/20
	Syntax
	Handouts; Reflective Paper # 3 due

	15  11/23-11/25
	Syntax  cont’d
	Exam #4; Handouts

	Thurs. and Fri., Nov. 26 and 27 are the Thanksgiving holiday—no class.

	16  11/30-12/4
	Language acquisition
	Handouts

	17  12/7-12/11
	Bilingualism
	Reflective Paper #4 due; 

	18  12/16

(Wednesday) 2-3:50
	Final Exam Period
	Exam #5; Reflective Paper #5 due
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Name______________________

Point Total Sheet

Compare this record with your record on Blackboard.  Discuss any differences with your teacher.

Quizzes, Graded Class Work, and Homework

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	











       Total________

Tests

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	










   Total of best 4________

Reflective Papers

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	
	
	
	










   Total of best 4________

900-1000
=A

800-899
=B

700-799
=C





   Total Points __________

600-699
=D 









    Course Grade:________








Course Average___________







Course Grade____________
Grading Scale:

90-100%
=A


60-69%
=D

80-89%
=B


Below 60%
=F

70-79%
=C
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Communication:





If you have questions or concerns about anything—homework, your written work, class activities, ab-sences, plagiarism, or anything else related to this class, please come to my office hours, email me, or call me—don’t assume anything until you’ve heard it for sure from me:





Mrs. Jan Zigler          





Office:  CCI 215


Office Hours:


MTTH 10-11; 


T 1-2; F 9-10


or by appointment.





� HYPERLINK "mailto:jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu" ��jan.zigler@reedleycollege.edu�





638-3641 ext. 3262





�


Don’t just go away!




















III. COURSE OBJECTIVES








	(Specify major objectives in terms of the observable knowledge and/or skills to be attained.)





In the process of completing this course, students will:





A.	recognize and use new vocabulary with the aid of context clues, morphological clues, syntactic information, redundancy, and 	dictionary skills.





B.	comprehend and discuss both literal and implied meanings in material up to twelfth grade level of difficulty.





C.	analyze various writing techniques and their effects on the reading process.





D.	evaluate the credibility of authors' treatments.





E.	relate old knowledge to new.





F.	use study skill techniques of previewing, organizing strategies, synthesizing and summarizing to report on readings.





G.	vary reading strategies and rate according to the needs of the assignment or the level of difficulty of the writing.





H.	discuss the relevance of the readings in terms of personal knowledge gained or attitudinal changes resulting from the 	readings.





I.	apply these skills to short text passages, journal articles, and  to independent reading of two full-length books.




























































































ppear!








Learning Outcomes


Upon successful completion of this course, you should be able to explain, appreciate, and analyze the nature and rule of language at a fundamenteal level, including:


The fundamental components of human language (phonology, morphology, syntax, semantics, pragmatics).


Differences and universality among human languages.


Phonemic awareness (rhyming, segmenting, blending).


Similarities and differences among groups of phonemes (consonants and vowels—place and manner of articulation).


The relationship between phonemic awareness and phonics in reading instruction.


Sound/symbol relationships.


Parts of speech, their functions and morphology.


The use of basic syntactic components to understand and develop a variety of sentence types (simple, compound, and complex).


Language acquisition theories


Differences between develop-ment of a first language and the acquisition of subsequent ones.


The principal observable milestones in each domain.


The range of issues related to interaction of a first language and other languages.


Special features that identify exceptional language develop-ment separate from interlanguage effects.











