English 252: Writing Improvement (4 units)

Fall 2009

Instructor: Leah Unruh

Email: leah.unruh@reedleycollege.edu
Course Prerequisites

ENGL 250 or placement by the college assessment process

Course Description and Goals:

Good and effective writing is important for many aspects of life, in personal use, in the workplace, and in higher education. The purpose of this course is to improve writing through the students’ understanding of proper grammar, punctuation, word choice, structure, stating a main them, logical sequencing, and analysis. Students will explore the writing process through brainstorming, outlining, creating drafts, proofing and revising. As practice is the best way to improve writing, students will apply their writing in various forms, concluding with a 500-word essay.

Class Meeting Dates, Times and Location:

Class meets Tuesday and Thursday from 12 p.m. to 1:50 p.m. beginning August 17 and ending December 18 in CCI 202.

Instructor Contact Information:

Phone: 559-638-3641 ext. 3115

Email: leah.unruh@reedleycollege.edu 

I check my email every weekday and respond within the next weekday

Office location: Annex 1

I work on-campus full-time as the college’s publications specialist so I am usually in my office from 7 to 11:30 a.m. and 12:30 to 4 p.m. except when in class. 

Text:

Tyner, Tom.  Writings from Life.  Clovis: Breadan Publishing, 2009

(Example of MLA works cited)

Class Materials:

This is a writing class, so please come prepared with writing materials. You may chose to write using the classroom laptops or “the old fashion method” using a pen or pencil and paper. The classroom is equipped with laptop computers for your use. If you choose to use a laptop, you may want to bring a memory stick to save your work. If you prefer to handwrite some assignments, please come prepared with paper and a pen or pencil.  

Course Objectives:

Students will learn to:

a. practice and improve their writing skills through essay assignments.

b. use proper technique in writing and avoid using incorrect punctuation, vocabulary, and sentence structure such as sentence fragments, fused sentences and comma splices.

c. focus on and support a main idea statement or thesis in writing and support it with at least one body paragraph and a conclusion and appropriate transitions.

d. unify written thoughts together to create a unified essay.

e. edit and revise written mistakes.

f. write a complete 500-word academic essay.

Expected Student Outcomes:

By the end of the course you will be able to:

a. write essays using proper technique including a thesis statement, a supporting paragraph.

b. write short essays using correct vocabulary punctuation, and compound sentences while avoiding common sentence structure mistakes like fused sentences, sentence fragments and comma splices

c. write a main or thesis sentence, support it throughout your writing and also make a conclusion about it.

d. create transition sentences to unify different thoughts that are supporting a main idea.

e. proofread and correct mistakes from a first draft of our own writing.

f. write a 500-word essay with a thesis statement, at least one supporting paragraph and a conclusion. 

Methods:

1. Class discussion

2. Small group activities including grammar activities and writing assignments

3. In-class writing assignments including letters, professional documents and short essays

4. Final 500-word essay (A 500 word essay is approximately a page and a half double spaced).

Class Evaluations:

Students’ grades will be based on the following:

1. Attendance and class participation

2. 6 Reading quizzes

3. Short-essay writing assignments

4. Mid-Term Exam

5. Homework

6. 500-word essay

Grading Criteria:

English 252 is graded on a “Pass or No Pass” scale only. Students must earn a C or better grade to earn a “Pass” for this class. Even though the final grade will only reflect “Pass or No Pass” you will be seeing your progress with letter grades during the semester. 

A = 90% and above on writing assignments, reading quizzes, unit activities and homework. Students will have an outstanding ability to communicate their ideas through their writing in the proper writing structure. Writings will have very little to no grammar, spelling or punctuation mistakes. Students will demonstrate that they are more than ready to move on to English 125 with more difficult writing assignments.

B = 80% to 89% on writing assignments, reading quizzes, unit activities and homework. Students will demonstrate above average writing improvement that shows a good understanding of the course objectives and concepts. Writings will have few errors in grammar, spelling or punctuation. Students will demonstrate that they are prepared to write longer and more detailed essays in English 125.

C = 70% to 79% on writing assignments, reading quizzes, unit activities and homework. Students earning a C grade will show acceptable writing that demonstrates the correct ideas of structuring a proper essay but may need marginal work in the flow of the essay. Writing will show a satisfactory understanding of grammar, spelling and punctuation. Students will show they are ready for English 125 but may need some writing improvement.

D = 60% to 69% on writing assignments, reading quizzes, unit activities and homework. Students earning a D grade will have shown little or no improvement in writing. Writing will reflect minor understanding of course objectives and concepts. Student work demonstrates they are not ready to move on to English 125.

F = 50% and below on writing assignments, reading quizzes, unit activities and homework. Students earning an F grade will have shown a lack of writing efficiency and overwhelming mistakes in grammar and punctuation. Students need much more work before they will be ready for English 125.

Attendance Policy:

• All students are expected to attend class regularly, arrive on time, stay through the entire class period and have all assigned readings and homework completed on time. 

• Attendance will be taken each day, and more than three absences, being late for class, or leaving class early without the instructors’ permission, will lower your final grade. 

• When you miss class you are missing out on valuable time dedicated to your writing improvement.
• I do not take “excused absences.” 

• If you have five absences or more by the end of the ninth week of the semester, you may be dropped from the class

• Late work is accepted, but with one grade lower than if it was on time

• Quizzes may not be made up. The mid-term exam may be made up, but you must contact the instructor by at least the day after you miss the exam. 

• The last day for students to drop a full-term class is October 16, 2009. It is not the instructor’s responsibility to drop students who stop attending class.
Classroom Policies:

• Classroom Etiquette. Portable electronic devices (iPods, other mp3 players, cell phones, pages, etc.) must be turned off before class begins.  Talking on a cell phone or texting during class is not permitted during class instruction. These are highly inappropriate and disruptive to the learning process. If you are caught either texting, using a cell phone or other electronic device, or listening to music during class you will be given ONE warning. A second warning will result in confiscating your cell phone or electronic device until the end of class. Also, five points will be taken from you next assignment for each disturbance.
• No food or drinks are allowed in the classroom. This is a new building with new computers; please help keep it clean and as new as possible.

• Class participation is encouraged. Here are some basic rules for classroom discussions:

· Don’t dominate the discussion

· Allow one person to speak at a time

· Be a good listener and well as good speaker

· Keep an open mind

· Respect each other

· Be honest and open

· Remember that there are no dumb questions

· Have fun, learning doesn’t have to be serious all the time

Cheating and Plagiarism:

Cheating and plagiarism are not tolerated in this course or any course at Reedley College. Please see the college catalog for complete information. Students are not allowed to confer during exams, and all work submitted to the instructor must be your own original work. Plagiarism and cheating will result in a failing grade in this course and possible expulsion from the college. 

Accommodations for Students with Disabilities:

If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic tex, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.

Course Outline (subject to change)

I recommend that students check Blackboard for course assignments, Tegrity videos, grades and other information.

Week 1

Tuesday, August 18: Course Introduction

• In-class: Classroom Icebreaker, syllabus overview, Blackboard introduction, writing assignment

• Homework: complete writing assignment started in class and have it ready to turn it in at the beginning of the next class

Thursday, August 20: What is Writing

• In-class: Beginning the writing process

• Homework: Read Unit One pages 1-8 and complete Activity 1.1 free writing.

Week 2
Tuesday, August 25: Unit 1 Writing about Experiences

• In-class: Activities 1.2 and 1.3 from the textbook

• Homework: Read pages 9-12 in the textbook and complete Activity 1.4

Thursday, August 27: Writing, Editing and Revising

• In-class: Activities 1.5-1.10 in the textbook

• Homework: Write a second draft of your free writing assignment started in Activity 1.4 and read textbook pages 24-26

Week 3

Tuesday, September 1: Run-On Sentences and Adverbs/Adjectives

In-class: Reading quiz, Run-On Sentences

Homework: read pages 27-35 and complete editing, Activity 1.14

Thursday, September 3: Editing Run-On Sentences

In-class: Editing and drafts

Homework: Read pages 42-45 writings of Barack Obama and Vanessa Vega

Week 4

Tuesday, September 8: Writing Annotated Bibliographies

In-class: Annotated bibliographies 

Homework: Read pages 52-57 about using examples

Thursday, September 10: Writing from a Perspective

In-class: In-class writing assignment

Homework: Read pages 58-60 about transition sentences but don’t complete the activities

Week 5

Tuesday, September 15: Transition Sentences

In-class: Textbook activities 2.6-2.11 

Homework: In the textbook, read pages 70-82 about sentence fragments and comma use.

Thursday, September 17: Sentence Fragments and Comma Use

In-class: Reading quiz, sentence fragments

Homework: In your textbook, read pages 83-84 and write being your Unit 2 writing about influences

Week 6

Tuesday, September 22: Writing about Influence

In-class: Continue with Unit 2 writing assignment

Homework: From the textbook, read pages 90-95, write annotated bibliographies for the two reading and bring to class on Thursday

Thursday, September 24: Writing to Compare and Contrast

In-class: Writing from comparisons

Homework: From the textbook, read pages 96-101 and write what your own explanation of what a thesis statement is and be prepared to explain that to the rest of the class

Week 7

Tuesday, September 29: Thesis Statements

In-class: Activities 3.2 to 3.5 in the textbook

Homework: In your textbook, read pages 102-109 about opening, middle and concluding paragraphs. 

Thursday, October 1: Introduction, Supporting Paragraphs and Conclusion

In-class:  Activities 3.6 and 3.7

Homework: In the textbook, read pages 110-112 and complete Revision Activity 3.8 

using the writing from class

Week 8

Tuesday, October 6: Revising Introduction, Supporting Paragraphs and Conclusion

In-class: Activity 3.9, Mid-term exam review

Homework: In the textbook, read pages 120-126 and complete Activities 3.12 to 3.14 about subject-verb agreement

Thursday, October 8: Subject-Verb Agreement

In-class: Reading quiz, subject-verb agreement, Mid-term exam review continued

Homework: From the textbook, read the Unit 3 end reading (pages 134-139) and write annotated bibliographies for each, study for mid-term exam

Week 9

Tuesday, October 13: Writing to Analyze

In-class: Mid-Term exam
Homework:  Read pages 140-146: Unit 4 Beliefs and Values

Thursday, October 15: Writing About Beliefs and Values

In-class: Activities 4.1 to 4.5 from your textbook

Homework: Read pages 147-153

Week 10

Tuesday, October 20: Audience and Purpose

In-class: Textbook Activities 4.6 to 4.9 

Homework: Read pages 154-160 in the textbook

Thursday, October 22: Editing Your Writing Claims

In-class: Activities 4.10 to 4.12

Homework: From the textbook, read pages 161-168 and complete the Activities 4.13 to 4.16 pronoun use

Week 11

Tuesday, October 27: Pronoun Usage

In-class: Reading quiz, proofreading

Homework: Read the unit-end reading for Unit 4 in the textbook, pages 178-181 and write annotated bibliographies for both of them

Thursday, October 29: Analytical Writing

In-class: Writing from discussion questions

Homework: From the textbook, read unit 5 Problems and Solutions, pages 182-188

Week 12

Tuesday, November 3: Problems and Solutions

In-class: Activities 5.1 to 5.4 

Homework: From the textbook, read pages 189-192 and write a first draft of your Unit 5 writing assignment

Thursday, November 5: Varying Sentence Structure

In-class: Activities 5.7 to 5.9 in groups, sentence structure 

Homework: From the textbook, read pages 203-210

Week 13

Tuesday, November 10: Punctuation and Adjectives and Adverbs

In-class: Reading quiz, semi-colons and dashes, complete activities, punctuation marks, adjectives and adverbs.

Homework: From your textbook read pages 210-221 

Thursday, November 12: Final Draft

In-class: Work on a final draft

Homework: From the textbook, read pages the unit-end reading from page 222-226 and write an annotated bibliography for each

Week 14

Tuesday, November 17: Writing from Research

In-class: Using quotes and citations

Homework: Begin Unit 6, from the textbook read page 227-235 

Thursday, November 19: Completing Research

In-class: Library research materials, Library visit

Homework: From the textbook, read pages 236-244 

Week 15

Tuesday, November 24: Paraphrasing, Quoting, Responding and Works Sited

In-class: Textbook activities 6.4 to 6.10 

Homework: Complete the first draft of your Unit 6 research writing assignment

Thursday, November 26: NO CLASS Thanksgiving holiday

Week 16

Tuesday, December 1: Research revision

In-class: Reading quiz, quotation marks, possessives, and similar sounding works, Actives 6.10 to 6.12

Homework: From the textbook read the unit-end reading, pages 258-263 and write annotated bibliographies of it

Thursday, December 3: Final Writing

In-class: Review of the final 500-word essay

Homework: Select your topic for the 500-word essay and being writing it

Week 17

Tuesday, December 8: Writing of Long Essay

In-class: Review writing guidelines, discuss the beginning of their essay, work on completing the first draft

Homework: Complete first draft of 500-word essay

Thursday, December 10: Edit and Revise Long Essay

In-class: Review edit final essay

Homework: Complete 500-word essay for final

*This week you can ask questions about your final essay in-class or schedule an appointment to see me in my office 

Week 18: Finals
December 15: FINAL EXAM 12 – 2 p.m. 

Turn in 500-word essay, complete class evaluation

Questions:

Please don’t hesitate to see, call, or e-mail me if you have questions, concerns or comments during the semester. I am happy to assist you.

