English 252
Dinuba Vocational Center

Writing Improvement
Fall 2009 
Instructor: Susan McLenithan

Instructor’s e-mail: smclenithan@hotmail.com


       susan.mclenithan@reedleycollege.edu
Phone: (559) 930-3223

Required Texts: 
Writings from Life 2nd edition by Tom Tyner Clovis, CA: Breadan, 2009.
A College Dictionary
A Spiral Notebook for Journal Writing
Course Description:
Discovering the writer within is the main objective of this course. Richard Fulkerson writes that “good writing is good thinking.” This course is designed to cultivate reading and writing skills for college level courses. Emphasis will be placed on developing writing skills by modeling writing strategies used by good writers, including how to avoid common grammatical errors. Writing is a process that involves developing critical thinking skills enabling you to explore and express ideas in short papers. Good writers keep in mind the audience they are writing to. As you develop good writing techniques, you too will want to write for an audience. Your audience will be the other members of the class. You will work in small groups to assess each other’s writing as well as your own.
Writing is a tool, a strategy for generating ideas, for analyzing information, for inventing responses, critiquing your own thoughts, or creating a record of your thinking. In this class writing will serve many purposes. Consequently, you will be asked to write for many different reasons; thus your writing will not simply be a reflection of your competence, it will be a representation of your engagement with the class.
Course Objectives

In the process of taking this course, you will learn to:

A. Write short papers with an introduction that includes a thesis statement, at least one body paragraph with a topic sentence, and a conclusion.
B. Write specific examples to support ideas within each body paragraph.

C. Work on making essays unified.

D. Use transitions appropriately within the essay.

E. Practice using the writing process when composing essays.

F. Develop an understanding of basic writing conventions, including parts of sentences, usage, spelling, vocabulary, etc.

G. Identify and correct basic sentence errors, including fragments, fused sentences, and comma splices.

Course Requirements:

Attendance is highly important. You will be required to do daily writing assignments in class. If you fall behind in the daily assignments you will find it very difficult to make up the assignments. Points will be given for in class assignments; therefore, all assignments missed as a result of absences will lower your overall grade in the class. If you miss class for any reason, it will be your job to ask someone about what you missed. You can always make up missed assignments. I post assignments on Blackboard every week and you will have a course outline that tells what we will be doing in class and what the homework for the week will be. Since your class participation grade is 20% of your overall grade for the course, you should plan to make up missed assignments to avoid a failing grade in the class. Four short essays will be assigned. Each essay will be 200 points or twenty percent of your overall grade in the class. You will need to turn in all of the assigned essays or you will receive a failing grade in the class. You must let me know in advance if there is a compelling reason why you cannot turn in your essay the day it is due or it will be graded down one letter grade for everyday it is late.
Attendance:

Tardiness is not acceptable. If you are late three days it will equal one full day of absence. Points will be deducted from your class participation grade for every two class periods you miss. If you miss more than four days of class you will be dropped from the roll unless you give notice of a prolonged absence. Leaving class early is not acceptable. If you leave early you will be marked absent for the whole class period. If something unavoidable should come up, please let me know in advance.
Grading:

The four essays assigned will be given letter grades according to the 200 point scale. Accumulation of points for homework, daily in-class writing assignments, and timed writing assignments will make up your class participation grade. You will be given a writing prompt for each essay along with an example of how each essay will be graded. You will be given the opportunity to view examples of essays from past students. We will work shop the examples in class so you can model your peer review workshops from our in-class sessions. Please feel free to ask about your standing in the class at any point during the sixteen weeks. I will be posting grades periodically to Blackboard and each graded essay will have your accumulated grade at the bottom of the rubric. Keep all papers since they are important and I am not infallible.

Essay #1





(20%)   200 pts.
2-4 page essay
Essay #2:





 (20%)   200pts.
2-4 page essay
Essay #3:

 
   


 (20%)   200 pts.
2-4 page essay
Essay#4

2-4 page essay





(20%)     200 pts.

Class Participation:




 (20%)    200 pts.
Total





           (100%)    1000 pts.
90-100 % =   A       900-1000 points
80-89 %   =   B       800-899  
70-79 %   =   C       700-799
60-69%    =   D       600-799
0-59 %     =   F        599 or below
Workshop Groups:

Knowing your audience is important in order to reach and hold the attention and sympathies of readers. All of you will be assigned to a peer group of three to five students. The groups will be changed for every unit or essay project for the class. This will be your “test group,” and each member of the group will be asked to give a written and oral assessment of your paper. Assessment is more than simply saying, “I like this paper,” or “I don’t like this paper.” The most important aim of the peer review is to get the writer to understand how it is that their paper can be revised to better get a message across to an audience and to determine strategies for that revision. Questions are a good way to begin this process; questions about parts that are not clear, questions about the writer’s process and what aspect of the process he/she might find difficult, questions about the writer’s intent and questions about the strategies the writer used to get their message across to you the reader. Remember that the peer workshops are a learning experience for the whole group, so it is important to treat the other members of your group with the same respect that you would want. 
Late Papers:
Papers are due at the beginning of class. It is always better to turn in a late paper rather than not to do the work at all, since not turning in an essay will mean automatic failure in the course. You must let me know in advance if there is a compelling reason why you cannot turn your essay in on time. 

Cheating and Plagiarism:
Plagiarism is, as I imagine you know, the copied or undocumented use of another’s work or ideas. The issue of plagiarism goes deeper than “copying,” though, to an issue of academic honesty. In class, you will be encouraged to discuss your work at great length with others, you will consult models of reading and writing and other student work to help you, you may confer with a tutor or writing center technician, and you will do lots of different activities to guide your learning. But it is NEVER permissible- as Dr Tim Hankins, professor at New Mexico Institute of Mining and Technology, so concisely says- “to give or receive answers” or ideas or even words “in a way that bypasses the need to think on your own” about your reading or writing. Help from any source must be acknowledged, and there are accepted ways to do this. If in doubt, please ask me. Violation of the letter or intent of this policy will result in serious harm to your learning, to your grade, to your standing in class, and perhaps to your standing at the college. 
Cheating is the actual or attempted practice of fraudulent or deceptive acts for the purpose of improving one’s grade or obtaining course credit; such acts also include assisting another student to do so. Typically, such acts occur in relation to examinations. However, it is the intent of this definition that the term ‘cheating’ not be limited to examination situations only, but that it include any and all actions by a student that are intended to gain an unearned academic advantage by fraudulent or deceptive means. Plagiarism is a specific form of cheating which consists of the misuse of the published and/or unpublished works of others by misrepresenting the material (i.e., their intellectual property) so used as one’s own work.

By enrolling in this course, you join a community requiring intellectual integrity. When you write your name on an assignment, you take credit for the work contained, whether that be an entire text or only a sentence. Plagiarism, cheating, and other forms of academic dishonesty demonstrate a disrespect of the community and will not be tolerated.    

Disruptive Classroom Behavior: 
I am in class to teach. You should be in class to learn and contribute in meaningful ways. Any disruptive behavior is unacceptable. Disrespect toward me, or other students will not be tolerated. If you disrupt the class, you will be asked to leave the classroom.
Please note: I consider cell phone usage disruptive classroom behavior, and I will not tolerate cell phone usage during class time. Cell phones should be turned off, put on vibrate or silent, and are strictly prohibited while in class. 
**Note: Accommodations for students with disabilities: If you have a verified need for an academic accommodation or materials in alternate media (i.e., Braille, large print, electronic text, etc.) per the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) or Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act, please contact me as soon as possible.
Please do not hesitate to email me or call if you have any concerns or questions.
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Please fill out the following information and return to me as soon as possible.
Name:

Email Address:

Phone:

Tell me what you are feeling as you enter into this English class: Are you nervous? Irritated? Hopeful? Let me know a bit about what you are thinking as you begin this course. Also, what experience have you had in previous English classes?

One of the ways that I improve my own instruction from semester to semester and one of the ways I believe it is really helpful for subsequent students to learn is to make use of essays written by my past students. These essays provide illustrations, anecdotes, structure models, teaching tools, and so on.  If you would be willing to allow me to use the work you produce during this semester, please sign your name below.

Signature:____________________________________________

All students must sign below to acknowledge that you have received a copy of this course syllabus, the binding document that describes the course objectives and assessment scale, and that you have received the English Department Plagiarism Policy. It would be wise to be sure that you understand and abide by all that is set out therein if you are interested in maximizing your learning in this class.

Signature:_____________________________________________









